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CHAP. XXIV. 

The Efiterprize, Vi&ories, Defeat, and de- 
plorable Misfortunes of Prince Charles, 
Edward Stuart. 

PRINCE Charles Edward was the fort 
of him who was ftiled the pretender, or 
the chevalier de St. George. It is well 
known that his grand-father had been dethroned 
by the Englifli ; his great grand-father was 
condemned to the block by his own fubje&s j 
and his great, great grand-mother underwent 
the fame fentence from the parliament of Eng- 
land* This laft fcion of fo many kings and 
viftims, wafted his youth in retirement at 
'Rome, with his father. He had more than 
once exprcflcd a defirc to expofe his life to re- 
gain the throne of his anceftors. He had been 
Vol. II. B called 



2 THE AGE OF 

called into France fincc the year 1 742, and had 
made fome fruitlefs attempts to land in Eng- 
land. He now waited at Paris for fomc fa- 
vourable opportunity; while France was cx- 
haufting herfelf of men and money, in Ger- 
many, in France, and in Italy. All thoughts 
of 'him had been buried during the viciffitudes 
of this univerfal war, — he was a facrifice to the 
public calamities of the times. 

The prince difcourfing one day with car- 
dinal Tcncin,.who owed his promotion in the 
facrcd college to the intcreft of the chevalier de 
St. George, the cardinal faid to him, " Why 
" do not you attempt to pafs over to the north 
«« of Scotland in fome veflcl ; your prcfence 
" alone will foru you a party and an army, and 
", then France muft affilt you." 

This bold advice, correfponding with the 
bravery of Charles Edward, he determined to 
follow it. He imparted his defign only to feven 
officers, part lrifh, and part Scotch, who agreed 
to (hare his fate. One of them applied to one 
Mr.Wallh, a merchant at Nantz, and the fon of 
anlriihiuan,in the intcreft of the houie of Stuart. 
This merchant had a frigate which mounted 
eighteen £>uns, on board of which the prince 
embarked the 12th of June 1745, equipped for 
an expedition (whofe object was no lefs than 
the crown of Great-Britain) with only feven 

officers, 
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officers, about eighteen hundred fab res, twelve 
hundred mufquets, and forty-eight thoufand'li- 
vres. The frigate was convoyed by a man of 
war of fixty-four guns, named the Elizabeth, 
which had been fitted out at Dunkirk to cruize 
as a privateer. It was the cuftom, at this time, 
for the minifter of the marine to lend the king's 
I dips to merchants, and other adventurers, who 
paid a certain fum for them to the king, and 
maintained the crew, at their expence, during 
the cruize. Neither the minifter of the marine, . 
nor yet the king of France knew any thing of . 
the deftination of this {hip. 

On the 20th of the fame month, the Eli- 
zabeth and the, frigate failing along together, 
- met with three Englifh men of war, convoying 
a fleet of merchant-men. The largeft of thefe 
Slips mounting feventy guns, feparated from 
the reft to engage the Elizabeth ; and it was 
a moft fortunate circumftance, which feemed 
to prefege fuccefs to prince Edward, that his 
frigate was not attacked. The Elizabeth and 
the Englifh fliip maintained a long, violent and 
ineffe&ual engagement. The frigate, which 
carried the grandfon of James II. efcaped, and 
crouded all her fails for Scotland *. 

* One of the principal parties in theenterprize, a/Turd 
me of this circuraflance. 

B 2 The 
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The firft place the prince touched at was a 
fmall ifland, almoft a defart, beyond Ireland, 
towards the fiftj?-cighth degree ; it is a kind of 
girdle to the continent of Scotland, He landed 
in a diftri£r, called, the Moidart. Some of the 
inhabitants, to whom he made himfclf known, 
fell on their knees ; But what {hall wc do? 
/aid they to him ; we have no arms, — we are in 
•extreme indigence, — we live only upon oatmeal 
bread, and we cultivate an ungrateful foil. " I 
«« will till that ground with you, (replied the 
«« prince,) — I will eat the fame bread,— I wiH 
«« (hare your poverty, and I bring you arms." 

The effeft of fuch fentiments on thefe peo- 
ple may be cafily conceived. He was joined 
by fome chiefs of the tribes of Scotland. Thofe 
of the name of Macdonald, of Lochiel, the 
Camerons, and the Frafers came in fearch of 
him. 

Thefe tribes *>f Scotland, who arc called 
clans in the Scotch language, inhahit a country 
of more than two hundred miles in extent, co- 
vered with mountains and forcfU. The thirty- 
three ides of thcOrcades, and the thirty of Zet- 
land, are all inhabited by thefe clans, fubjccl td 
one form of government. The ancient Ro- 
man military drefs is prefcrved by them alone, 
as has been already remarked in fpcaking of the 
regiment of Scotch hi^hlandsis vrtvo fought at 
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tfce battle of Fontenoy. It may well be ima- 
gined that the rigour of the climate, and their 
extreme poverty, inure them to the greatcft fa- 
tigues : they deep on the bare ground * they 
endure hunger; they make long marches in the 
midft of froft and fnow. Each- clan was in 
fubjeclion to its laird, that is to fay, its lord,. 
who cxercifed an abfolute p:>wcr over it ; a 
power which no fcnglifii lord pofieffes* and they 
were commonly of the party embraced by their 
lairds. 

This ancient anarchy, which is called the 
feudal law, fubfifted in this poor, fterile part 
of Great Britain, which was abandoned to its 
own cuftotm. The inhabitants, without any 
employment which could procure them a com- 
fortable fubfiftence, were always ready to run 
headlong into any enterprizc that flattered them 
with the hopes of booty. This was not the cafe 
in Ireland, a more fertile country, and better 
governed by the court of London, and in which 
they had given great encouragement to hus- 
bandry and manufa&ures. The Irifli began 
to be more firmly attached to the quiet enjoy- 
ment of their property than to the houfe of 
Stuart. Thefe were the reafons that Ireland 
was quiet, and Scotland in commotion. 

Ever fince the union of the kingdom of Scot- 
land with that of England, in the xcvg\«E opssxw 
B 3 Kxvfc v 



6 THE AGE OF 

Ann, feveral Scotch gentlemen, who were not 
chofen members of the parliament at London, 
nor retained in the fcrvicc of the court by 
penfions, were fecretly devoted to the houfc of 
Stuart ; and, in general, the inhabitants of the 
northern parts of Scotland, rather fubdued than 
united, murmured at this union, and regarded 
it as a kind of flavery. 

The clans of the lairds, in the intereftof the 
court, as were the dukes of Argyle, of Atho), 
of Queenfbury, and fcveral others, remained 
faithful to the government j a great number of 
private perfens, however, mult be excepted, 
who were fired with the enthufiafm of their 
countrymen, and were foon engaged to take 
the part of a prince, who derived bis origin 
from their country, and who excited their zeal 
and admiration. 

The feven perfons, whom the prince had 
taken with him, were, the marquifs of Tulla* 
bardine, brother to the duke of Athol, Mac* 
. donald, Sheridan, Sullivan, appointed quarter* 
ir.aftcr to an army they had not ye{ raiied, 
Kelly an Irifbman, and Strickland an Eng- 
lishman. 

They had not yet aflcmblcd three hundred 
men about his perfon, when they made a royal 
ftandard of a piece of taffety, which Sullivan 
had brpught over. Every inftant this troop 

iqereafed f 
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increafed ; and the prince had not parted the 
village of Fenning before he faw himfelr at the 
head of fifteen hundred fighting men, whom he 
armed with mu fleets and fabres. He feat the 
frigate back to France to inform the kings of 
France and Spain of his landing. Thefc :wo 
monarchs wrote to him, and ftiled him brotLr ; 
not that they folemnly acknowledged him as 
heir to the crown of Great Britain, but when 
writing to him they could not refufe this com- 
.plunent, due to his birth, and to his valour. 
Tfc«y fcot him fupplies, at different tir*^. cf 
men, ammunition and arms. Thefe fuccours 
wefe obliged to pafs by ftealth through the Eng~ 
1Mb fleets, which crui fed to the eaft and to the 
weft of Scotland. Some were taken, others 
arrived fafe, and ferved to encourage the party 
which grew ftronger every day. No fcafor* 
could appear more favourable for a revolution : 
the king was abfent from England *, and there 
were not fix thoufand regular troops in the 
whole kingdom. Some companies of the re- 
jgiment of Sinclair marched immediately to the 
environs of Edinburgh againft the prince's 
fmajl troop: thefe were entirely defeated $ 
thirty highlanders took eighty of the Englifh 
prifoners, with their officers and baggage. 

• On his uiual fummer vifit to his ele&oral doiri* 
«ions. . • 

B4, Tbi» 
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This firft fuccefs increafed the hopes ami 
the courage of the party, and gained them new 
foldiers from all quarters. They continued 
their march without intermiffion : prince EcU 
ward always on foot at the head of his moun- 
taineers, cloathed like them, eating as they did,, 
traverfed the counties of Badinoch, of Athol, 
and of Perthfhire, and feized on Perth, a con- 
siderable town in Scotland. Here he was fo- 
lemnly proclaimed regent of England, France, 
Scotland and Ireland, for his father James IIL 
-'I 'his title of regent of France, which a prince 
arrogated to himfelf, who was fcarce matter of 
a little Scotch town, and who could not Sup- 
port himfelf but by. the ailHtance of the king 
of France, was, in confequence of an aitonilh- 
ing cuftom which has prevailed, that the kings 
of England take the title of kings of France j a 
cuftom which ought to be abolifhed, yet it ftill 
fubfifts, becaufc men never think of reforming 
abufes, till they become important and dan- 
gerous *. The duke of Perth > and lord George 

Murray, 

• This reflection is very inapplicable to the fubje#, as 
it will be difficult for Mr, de Voltaire to prove, that the 
title of kings of France, which our kings ftill retain, is 
not founded on a valid claim, which dupoflefllon, by 
force of arms, does not by any means abolifh $ nor is it 
likely that the continuing to annex this to the other titles 
•f the fovereigns of Creat Britain, will ever prove, either 

import* l 
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Murray, arrived at this time at Perth, and (Wore 
allegiance to the young adtenturer. They 
brought with them new troops ; a whole com- 
pany oPtf Scotch regiment, in thefervice of the 
court, deferted to range themfelves under his- 
banners. He takesDundee > Drummond, New- 
bourg, — a council of war is held, ^-opinions 
are divided with refpe& to the route, — the prince 
was for marching directly to Edinburgh, the 
capital of Scotland \ but how could he form 
any hopes of taking Edinburgh with fo fmaJl 
an army, and no cannon ? He had partizans in 
the city, but all the citizens were not- for him :. 
" It will be fufficient (fays the prince) to fliew 
c< myfelf, to make them all declare for me > * 
and, without lofs of time, he marches to the 
capital ; on his arrival, he feizes the gate : the 
whole city is in alarm : fome were for acknow- 
ledging the heir of their ancient kings ; others 
, adhered to the government* A general pillage 

important or dangerous to themfelves or their fubje&s. 
But ft is to be obferved once for all, that Voltaire, 
throughout the whole of his memoirs of the young pre- 
tender, writes with the partiality of a Frenchman, and 
fhews an attachment to this branch of the houfe of Stuart* 
which, betrays his ignorance cf the Britiih conilituuqn, 
when he arraigns the equity and juftnefs of the Britifb* 
cation for their timberings, and final exclufion from the 
tbrone^ 

* 5 h 
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is apprehended ; the moft opulent citizens tranf- 
port their effefls to the caftle ; governor Gueft 
retires there with his garrifon, confiding of four 
hundred men ; the magiftrates comS^to the 
gates of which Charles Edward was matter. 
The provoft, named Sluart, who was fufpe&ed 
to hold intelligence with him, appeared before 
him, and with a countenance of difmay, afked 
him what he to was do, " Fall on your knees, 
" (replied an inhabitant;) and acknowledge 
" him j" he was immediately proclaimed in 
the capital. In the mean time, a price was fet 
upon his head at London. The lords of the 
regency, during the abfence of the king, caufed 
it to be proclaimed, that they would give thirty 
thoufand pounds fieri ing to whoever fhould de- 
liver it. This profcription was conformable to 
an a& of parliament made in the 17th year of 
the king's reign, and to other ails of the fame 
parliament. Queen Ann had been forced to 
p/ofcribe her own brother; to whom, in her 
latter <!-ys, fhe would have left her crown, if 
{he could have followed her own fentiments. 
She had offered four thoufand pounds for his 
head, and the parliament fixed it at eighty 
thoufand. 

If fuch a profcription is a maxim of ftate, it 
is a very difficult one to reconcile with thofe 
principles of moderation, ^Vvc^ *\\ w\tf\&viu& 
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a pride in profeffing. Prince Charles Edward 
might have made a fimilar proclamation ; but 
he endeavoured to ftrengthen his caufe, and to 
render himfelf more rei'pe&able by oppofing, 
fome months after, to thofe fanguine pro* 
fcriptions j manifeftos, in which he forbid his 
. adherents to attempt the perfon of the reigning 
king, or of any prince of Che houie of Hanover ; 
be/ides 9 his chief bufinefs was to think only 
how he might make the moft advantage of the 
firft ardour of his party, which he could not 
fuffer to cool. 

Scarce was he matter of Edinburgh when he 
learnt that he might come to an engagement, 
and be prepared for it as faft as poffible. He 
knew that general Cope was advancing again ft 
him ; that the militia was raifing in all parts ; 
that regiments were forming in England ; that 
others were fent for home from Flanders ; in 
fine, that he had not a moment to lofe. He 
quits Edinburgh, not leaving a fingle foldier in 
it ; marches with about throe thousand high- 
landers towards the Englifh, who were to the 
number of four thoufand, an/1 had two regi- 
ments of dragoons. The prince's cavalry con- 
futed only of fome fumpter horfes. He neither 
gave himfelf the time nor the trouble to fe(id 
for his field-pieces* he knew that Cope 
had fix, but nothing flopt him. Hie cam&u? 
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with the enemy at Prefton-pans,. about feveit 
miles from Edinburgh. He was fcaree arrived, 
when he ranged his little army in order of 
battle; the duke of Perth, and lord George 
Murray, commanded one the right, and the- 
other, the left wing of the army y thatjs to fay, 
.each about feven or eight hundred men. 
Charles Edward had fo ftrong an idea of con- 
queft, that before he charged the enemy, he . 
remarked a defile by which they might retreat, 
and fent five hundred highlanders to take pof- 
feflion of it : thus he engaged with only two 
thoufand five hundred men, having not fo much 
as a fecond line of battle, nor a corps-de-re- 
ferve. He drew his fword, and flinging the 
fcabbard at fome diftance from him, " My 
" companions, (fays he) I will not fheath it 
4< again till you are free and happy." He had 
got pofTeffion of the field of battle almoft as fo«n 
as the enemy, and he did not give them time to 
make a difcharge of their artillery. His whole 
force marched up rapidly to theEnglifb, with- 
out keeping their ranks, making ufe of bagpipes 
inftead of trumpets ; they fired at about twenty 
paces from the enemy, then threw down their 
mufkets, and holding their targets with one 
hand over their heads, they rufhed in between 
the infantry and the cavalry, ftabbing the horfes, 
and attacking the foldiers vritVv their fabres. 
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Every thing that is new and unexpected ter- 
rifies : this unufiial way of fighting frightened 
the English; ftrength of body, which is not at 
prefentof any ufe in other battles* was of great 
iervice in this. The Englifh g^ve way on all 
fides without making any refiftance; eight 
hundred .were flain ; the reft fled to the place 
the prince had noticed* and there fourteen hun- 
dred were taken prifoners. Every thing fell 
into the hands of the conqueror; he formed a 
body of cavalry with the horfes of the enemy's 
dragoons. General Cope was obliged to fly; 
the nation murmured at him ; he was tried by 
sT court-martial, "for not concerting his mea- 
fures properly ; but he was acquitted, and it 
inconteftibly appeared that the fate of the battle 
was owing, in fome meafure, to the prefence of 
a prince, who infpired his party with unbounded 
confidence, but principally to the new manner 
of fighting, which aftonifhed the Englifh. This 
is an advantage which almoft always fucceeds 
the firft time, and which the commanders of 
. armies perhaps do not fuflfciently* attend to. 
Charles Edward loft only fixty men in this 
engagement. The only difficulty attending 
his vi&ory was how to difpofe of his prifoners, 
who were nearly equal in number to their con- 
querors. Having no places of fecurity, he re- 
leafed them on their parole, after fwaxuv^xJajait 
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progrefs of the rebellion. The lofs of the 
battle of Prefton-pans alarmed him to fuch a 
degree that he did not think himfelf ftrong 
enough to refill it with the Englifh militia. 
Several of the nobility raifed regiments at their 
own expence irr his favour ; and the wiiig party, 
in particular, which is the prevailing party in 
England,, made a point of prefcrving the go- 
vernment it had eftablifhed, and the family it 
had placed on the throne ; but the king re« 
fleeting, that if prince Eilw.ird fhould receive 
frefh luccours, and have further fuccefs,thefe very 
militia might turn againft himfelf. He exacted 
a new oath from the militia of London. This 
oath of fidelity was couched in thefc very terms : 
" I abhor, I deteft, I reject as an impious opi- 
«* nion, that damnable doctrine, that princes 
« excommunicated by the pope, may be depofed 
« and afiaflinatcd by their fubjects, or any other 
" perfons whatever, &c." But there was no , 
qucftion of excommunication, nor of the pope 
in this affair j and as for affaifination, they 
could hardly apprehend any other, but that 
which had been publicly propofed, with a re- 
ward of thirty thoufand pounds fterling* Ac- 
cording to the cuftom eitablifhed in times of 
trouble, fincc the rugn of William III. all the 
Roman catholic priefts were ordered to depart 
from London, and its cuVuwt*. B>ax \t wa 
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riot the popifli priefts they had reafon to dread ; 
thofe whoprofefled that'religion,. did not make 
an- hundredth part of tbe people > it was the va- 
lour of prince Edward $ it was the intrepidity 
of a victorious army, animated by unexpected 
fuccefs. Tlu; king was obliged to fend for fix 
thoufand of his troops from Flanders,. and to 
demand fix thoufand more of the Dutch, in vir- 
tue of treaties fubfifting with* their republic. 

The States General fent him the very troops* 
which, by the capitulation of Tournay and 
Dendermond, could not ferve (againft France) 
in lefs than eighteen months. They had' pro- 
mi&d not to engage in any fervice, not even m 
. the moft diftant towns of the frontiers ; and 

the States juftified this infraction, by faying, 
.that England was not a frontier. They were 

obliged to lay down tbeir arms before the 
. French troops, but it was alleged that they 
. were not going to fight againft the French ; 

they were not to enter into any foreign fervice ; 
. it was anfwered, that, in effect, they were not 

in any foreign fervice, fince they were fubjedl 

to the orders* and received the pay, of the States 

general. 

By fuchdiftin&ions as thefe, the capitulation 

which was as dtftinct as poflible, but in which, 

a cafe, that no one forefaw could not be fpe- 
% sifted* was eluded * 
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Although there happened at this time fundry 
other great events, I (hall purfue that of the 
commotion in England, and the order of affairs 
fhall be preferred, to the order of time, which 
will not fuffer by it. Nothing ferves to prote 
the ftrength of alarms Co much as an excefs of 
precautions. 

I cannot forbear mentioning, in this place, 
an artifice made ufe of to render the peifoo of 
Charles Edward odious in London. An ima- 
ginary journal was printed, in which a com- 
parifon was made between the events related in 
the news-papers, under the government of king 
George, with thofe which they fuppofed would 
be recorded in thefe papers, under the domi- 
nation of a catholic prince. 

" Now, faid they, our news-papers, at 
" onetime, give us an account of the treafura 
" carried to the bank, which have been taken 
*« from the French and Spanifh fhips ; at ane* 
" ther, that we have demoliihed Porto-Belloj 
«* that we have taken Louifbourg, and are ma- . 
• c ften of the commerce of the globe. But let 
'< us fee what the papers will mention under 
** the adminiftration of the pretender. This 
" day he was proclaimed in all parts of Lon- 
«« don by Highlanders and friars ; feveral boufcj 
" have been burnt, and a number of citizens 
>' /02/Tacred, 
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cc The 4th, The South-fea-houfe and India- 
€% houfe were converted into convents. 

<c The 20th, Six members of parliament were 
*« fent to prifon. 

" The 26th, Three of the ports of England 
" were delivered up to the French. 

" The 28th, the law of Habeas Corpus was 
" aboliflied ; and a newad pafled for burning 
** heretics. 

" The 29th, Father Poignardini, an Italian 
c< jefuit, was rnade keeper of theprivy-feal." 

in the mean time, the law of Habeas Corpus 
was adually fufpended on the 28th of October. 
This law is regarded as a fundamental one in 
England, and the bulwark of the freedom of 
the nation. By this law, the king cannot caufe 
any ci risen to be imprifoned longer than twenty- 
four hours ; he mutt then be examined anc? re- 
leafed on giving bail, 'till his trial is ready 5 arid, 
if he has been arretted unjuftly, the fecretary of 
ftate may be made to pay dearly for every hour 
of his confinement, 

The king has not aright to caufe any mem* 
ber of parliament to be arretted, on any pretenco 
whatever, without the confent of the houfe. 
The parliament, in times of rebellion, fufpends 
all thefe laws by a particular act, and gives the 
king a power to feize all fufpe&ed perfons du- 
ring fuch rimes only ; no member of ekYvw Yvowfc 
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furniflicd the leaft pretext for an arreft. Some> 
however) were, fufpe&cd by the public to be jac#- 
bites, and fevcral of the citizens of London were 
tacitly of that party j but not one would hazard 
his life and fortune on uncertain hopes. Miftruft 
and inquietude agitated every mind ; every one 
was afraid to fpeak. It-is a crime in this country 
to drink to the health of a profcribed prince 
who pretends to the crown, as it was formesly 
at Rome under the reigning emperor, to keep. 
the ftatues of his competitor in their houfet. ' 
They drank at London to the health of the 
king and the prince,, which might mean either 
king James and his fon prince Charles Edward, 
or king George and his eldtrft fon the prince of 
Wales. The fecret abettors of the projected 
revolution contented themfelves with publishing 
writings, fo cautioufly. worded, that their party 
might eaflly underftand them, while the go- 
vernment could not condemn them, A great 
many of this fort were diftributed j and one 
among others, in which it was advertifed, 
«* That there was a young man of great ex« 
" pc&ations, who was on the point of making 
" a confidcrablc fortune ; that in a fhort time 
" he had made twenty thoufand pounds,, but 
« c was in want of friends to eftablifli himfelf at 
*« London." The liberty of the prefs is one 
ofthok privileges of vrtuO\ xta Etv^ltfh. areev 
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itremely jealous. The law of the land does not 
.permit aflembling and haranguing the people ; 
but it allows of converting with the whole nation 
in writing. The government caufed all the 
printing-offices to be fearched, but having no 
right to (hut up any, except a crime ts proved 
againft them, they-let- them alone. 

The confternation was manifeft at London, 
when the news arrived that prince Edward had 
taken Carlifle, that his army increafed, and, 
at length, that he was at Derby about thirty 
leagues from London. It was now that he 
had national Englishmen in his troops ; three 
hundred inhabitants of the county of Lancafter 
enlifted into his Manchefter regiment. Mean 
time report, which always augments things, 
made his army thirty thoufand ftrong. It was 
rumoured that the whole county of Lancafter 
had 'declared for him. The fhops and the bank 
at ^London were fluit up for a whole day *. 

CHAP. 

* This error cannot be paired over in filence. The 
confteniation indeed was very great when the news were 
brought to London, that the rebels were in poffeffion of 
Derby, and on the point of marching forward to the ca- 
pital ; but terror was bnly -vifible on the countenances, 
and expreffed in the convention of the inhabitants \ nei- 
ther the public order nor tranquility of the city were 
disturbed ; the bank and all public office's as well as 
trad? fmens ihops were open, and buiinefs tranfa&ed as 

ufual. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Continuation! of the Adventures of Prince 
Charles Edward, His Defeat; his 
Misfortunes, and thofe of his Party. 

FROM the day that prince Edward landed 
in Scotland, his officers folicited France 
for fuccours in their enterprize ; and the greater 
his progrefs, the more prefling were their feli- 
citations. Some Irifh officers in the French 
fervice were of opinion, that a defcent into 
England towards Plymouth would be practi- 
cable. The paflage from Calais or Boulogn 
to thefe coatts is fhort. They did not approve 
of a fleet of men of war for this expedition, as 
much time would be loft in the equipment, and 
the preparations alone give the Engliih fqua- 

ufual. The panic was even much greater on die day 
following, on Sunday ; a report having been fpread that 
the Roman catholics in London, to favour the rebellion, 
had conlpired to rife and maflacre the protectant inha- 
bitants in the churches, in time of divine fervice. Some 
anonymous letters, ambiguoufly mentioning the horrid 
plan were received, particularly by fome of the principal 
houfekeepers in Spital fields, which occafioned the Ra- 
tioning large detachments of the city militia in the 
church-yard* of the principal Ottuttai v&Lwudaa, 
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drons timely notice to oppofe their landing. 
They pretended that they could land eight or 
ten thoufand men, with their cannon, in the 
night ; that only fome merchant-fhips, and a 
few privateers were wanted for fuch an attempt ; 
and they maintained that a party in England 
would join the French army as foon as they 
were difembarked* and that they might foon 
after unite with the prince's troops near Lon- 
don. In fliort, they reprefented it as an eafy 
and complete revolution, demanding the duke 
de Richelieu to head this enterprize, who, by 
his fignal fervices at the battle of Fontenoy, 
and the great reputation he had in Europe, wis 
better* qualified than any other General for con* 
du&ing, with proper fpirit, this bold and de- 
licate affair. They intreated fo much that at 
laft their demand was granted. Colonel Lally, 
who was afterwards lieutenant-general, and 
came to fo tragical an end, was the foul of this 
enterprize. The writer of this hiftory, who 
was conne&ed with him a long time, can affirm, 
that he never faw a man more zealous, and that 
his failure in this enterprize arofe only from its 
impra&ibility. They could not put openly to 
fea in the face of the Englifh fquadrons, fo 
ftri&ly were the coafts guarded, and this pro- 
lea was regarded in a very ridiculous light in 
London. 
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Some fmall fuccours only of men and moftey 
•could be fent over to the prince, and that by 
the way of the German ocean* and the eaft of 
Scotland. Lord Drummond, brother to the 
duke of Perth, an officer in the French fervice* 
opportunely arrived with fome pickets, and 
three companies of the royal Scotch regiment. 
When he landed at Montrofe he immediately 
publifhed, " That he was come by order of 
" the king of France, to fuccour his ally the 
" prince of Wales, regent of Scotland, and to 
" make war againft the king of England, deflor 
" of Hanover." Then the Dutch troops, who, 
by their capitulation could not ferve againft 
the king of France, were forced to adhere to 
the law of arms, which had been a long time 
ehided, and to remain neuter ; they were^ there- 
fore, fent back to Holland, and the Englifli 
court fent for fix thoufand Heffians in their 
place. This neceffity for foreign troops was a 
confeffionof the danger in which they thought 
themfelves. The pretender diftributed frefh 
manifcftocs in the north and in the weft of 
England, by which he invited the nation to 
join him, declaring that the prifoners of war 
fhould be treated as his own men, andexprefsly 
renewed to his officers, his prohibitions of at* 
tempting the life of the reigning king, or of any 
of his family. Thefc pioc\^m^X\at\s % which 
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if>|>eared fo generous in a prince, on whofe bead 
they fet a reward, met with a fate which" nothing 
but ftate-policy can juftify, — they were burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman. 

It was of more importance and more urgent 
to oppofe the progrefs of the pretender than to 
burn his manifcftoes. The Englifli militia re- 
took -Edinburgh ; and another patty covering 
the county of Lancafter 5 cut off his fupplies, 
Which obliged him to retreat. His army was 
fometimes ftrong* fometimes weak, bccaufc he 
had not the means of fecuring the fidelity of his 
troops by an exa<5t payment ; yet about eight 
thoufand men ftill remained with him. Scarce 
Was the prince informed that the enemy was 
within fix miles of him, near Falkirk marfhes, 
than he flew to attack them*, although they were 
almoft as many again in number* engaging in 
the fame mariner, and with the fame iinpetuofity 
as at Prefton-pans. His highlanders, further 
encouraged by a terrible ftorm which blew 
right in the faces of the Englifl^ direclly put 
them in diforder; but fooii after they were 
broke by their own impetuofity. Six pickets 
jq{ the French troops covered them, maintained 
the battle, and gave them time to rally. Prince 
Edward always faid, that if he had had only 
three thoufand regular troops, he (hould have 
made himfelf jnaftet of all England* 
Vol. IU G T\fc 
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The Englifh dragoons began the flight, drfd 
the whole army followed, rcgardlefs of the 
commands of the generals and officers, and re- 
gained, their camp in the duflc of the evening, 
which was entrenched and almoft furrounded 
by a morafs. 

The viftor, remaining maftcr of the field of 
battle, inftantly took the rcfolution of attacking 
them in their camp, notwithftandingthe ftorm 
continued with redoubled violence. '1 'he high- 
landers loft fomc time in finding their mufkets 
in the dark, which, according to cuftom, they 
had thrown away in the action. He then bc^an 
the march to give a fecond battle, and pene- 
trated, fword-in-hand, almoit to the enemy's 
camp ; univcrfal terror prevailed, and the Eng- 
lifh troops, beaten twice in one day, although 
with little lofs, fled to Edinburgh, having iittt 
quite fix hundred men killed in this battle, but 
left their tents and tallage in the enemy'* 
power : thefe victories greatly redounded to 
the prince's honour, but contributed little to 
his intercfh The duke of Cumberland inarched 
into Scotland, and arrived the ioth of February 
at Edinburgh. Prince Edward was obliged to 
ruifc the iii-irc of Stirling caftlc ; the winter was 
extremely levere, and fubfiftcncc failed. Hit 
chief rckuircc was in the aflifbnee of a few 
friends, who made excutfaro fomtumss on cht 
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fide of Invernefs, and at others, towards Aber- 
deen, to collet the few troops, anc? the little mo- 
ney that they ventured to fupply him with from 
France. The largeft of the vefibis, fent to hint 
with fuccours, were Watched and taken by the 
Englifh fleet : three companies of Fitz- James's 
regiment luckily found means td efcape and 
land. Whenever a little veflel arrived, it was 
received, by the inhabitants of the north, with 
the loudeft acclamations of joy ; the women 
ran to meet the troops, and led the officers 
horfes by their bridles. The fmalleft iuccour*, 
in thefe ci re um fiances were reported to be con- 
fiderable reinforcements ; but his army was 
not lefs prefled by the duke of Cumberland. 
They were retired into Invernefs, and all the 
country did not fide with him. The duke at 
laft crbflcd the river Spcy, and marched towards 
Invernefs, and a decifive battle could not be 
avoided. 

The prince had nearly the fame number of 
troops as at the battle of Falkirk, and the duke 
Of Cumberland had fifteen battalions and nine 
ftjuadrons, befides a corps of highlandcrs. The 
advantage, in point of numbers, was continually 
and unavoidably on the fide of the Englifh, who 
had alfo a cavalry and an artillery well ferved* 
which were ftill greater advantages, and they 
Were at laft accuflomed to the higYAmfcuxcwte* 
C 2 Tfct 
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ner of fighting, which no longer intimidated 
them. They had Hkewife to repair, under the 
eyes of the duke, the fhame of their former de* 
feats. Tie duke gained the battle by making 
every other rank referve their fire, fo that after 
the rebels had fired and flung down their mufkets* 
they clofed in with their broad-fwords as ufual, 
and were received by the duke's troops with a 
referved fire, when they advanced up to the very 
muzzles of their guns, — it was great general* 
fhip. The two armies came in fight of each 
other on the 27th of April, at two o'clock id 
fte afternoon, at a place called Culloden. The 
high landers did not make the attack with their 
ufual impetuofity ; the battle was entirely loft, 
and the prince, (lightly wounded, was carried off 
the field in the moft precipitate manner. Time 
and place conftitutc the importance of an 
aftion. In the prefent war, in Germany, in 
Italy, and in Flanders, battles have been fought 
with near one hundred thoufand men, which 
had no great confcquenccs ; but here an aition 
between only eleven thoufand on one fide, and 
feven or eight at moft on the other, decided the' 
fate of three kingdoms. In this engagement, 
not more than nine hundred of the rebels (the 
appellation which their mifcarriage fixed on 
them even in Scotland) were flain, and three 
hundred and twenty were made prifoncrs. The 
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Vanquished fled to the neighbourhood of In- 
vernefs, and were purfued by the conquerors. 
The pretender, accompanied by an hundred 
office 5, was oMLed to jump into a river, three 
miles from Invernefs, and to fwim over it. 
When he had gained the other fide, he faw afar 
off the flames of a barn, in which perifhed be- 
tween five and fix hundred highlanders ; the 
conqueror having fet fire to it, and he heard 
their cries. 

Prince Edward had feveral women in hii 
army. One among the reft, whofe name was 
madameScford, fought at the head of the Scotch 
troops {he brought to his afliftance, and efcaped 
the purfuit, but four others were taken. All 
the French officers were madeprifoncrsofwar, 
and he who tr. n r afied the bufinefs of French 
minifter to the prince, furrendercd himfelf pri- 
fcner at Invernefs. The Englift had only fifty 
men killed, and two hundred- and fifty-iiinc 
WouiueJ in this decifive affair. 

The duke of Cumberland distributed five 
rhoufand pounds flerling (making about one 
hundred and twenty thoufand French livres) to 
the foldiers. This was money that he had re- 
ceived from the mayor of London ; it was the 
gift of fame citizens, and had been prefented to 
him for this very purpofe ;— this Angularity i* 
a farther tcllmony that the richttt \frrvj tivaft. 
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be vi&orious. Not a moment's repofc was 
given to the vanquifhed, for they were every 
where clofely purfued. The common foldiers 
eafily retired to their inacceffiblc mountains 
and defarts. The officers found it more difficult 
to efcape : fome were betrayed and delivered" 
up to the conqueror; others furrendcred in 
hopes of a pardon. Prince Edward, Sullivan, 
Sheridan, and fcq&e others of his adherents, 
retired at firft to the ruins of fort Auguftus, 
which they were foon obliged to quit. The 
farther he retreated, the more he obferved the 
decrcafeof his friends; a fpiritof difcord feized 
them, and they reproached each other with 
their common misfortunes. In all difputes, 
concerning the meafures they fhould take, they 
exafperatcd each other ; feveraj qf them with- 
drew ; and of all thofe, who accompanied hii* 
from France, only Sheridan and Sullivan re- 
mained with him. With them he marched 
five days and nights without taking one mo- 
ment's repofe, and often wanting nourifhment. 
His enemies faced him ; all the environs were 
filled with foldiers upon the fearch after him ; 
and the price fct upon his head redoubled their 
diligence. The horrors of his fate entirely re« 
fcmbled that to which his great uncle, Charles 
the fecond, was reduced after the battle of Wor- 
ccfcr, a; fatal as that of Culloden. There has 
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been no example upon earth of fuch a chain of 
calamities, fo fingular and horrible, as thofe 
which afflicted all his houfe ; he htmfelf was 
born in exile, and he quitted it only to bring 
his party, after fome victories, either to the 
fcaffold, or to the neccflity of hiding themfelves 
in the mountains. His father, driven in his 
infancy from, the royal palace, and from tho 
throne of which he had been acknowledged the. 
lawful heir, had, like him, made feveral efforts 
lo regain his throne, which had all terminated 
in the punifliment of his followers. All this 
long fucceflion of fingular misfortunes con- 
tinually prefented itfelf to the mind of this 
prince, yet he did not defpair ; he marched on 
foot, without having his wounds drefled, with* 
out fuccours, through themidft of his enemies, 
and arrived at laft in a little port, named Ari* 
zaig, in the north-weft of Scotland. 

Fortune -at this moment fcemed to adminHh r 
comfort to him. Two privateers of Nantz 
failed towards this port, and brought him men, 
money, and provifions ; but before they fyad 
landed, the continual fcarches made after his 
perfon, obliged him to quit that only fpot where, 
then, he might have found (dicty ; and they 
W^rc but a few miles from the port, when he 
was informed that thefe vcflcls had anchored 
ajul fetfail again.' His lofing this opportunity 
C 4 a^w\\&\ 
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aggravated his misfortunes, and he was con- 
tinually obliged to fly, and to fecrete himfelf. 
O'Neal, one of his partifans, an Irifli officer 
in the Spanifli fervice, who joined him in thefe 
cruel circumftanccs, told him, that be mhht 
find a fafe retreat in a little neighbouring ifle, 
called Stornway, the laft ifland to the north- 
eaft of Scotland. They embarked in a fifhing- 
boat, and arrived at this afjlum j but they were 
hardly on (bore when they underftood, that a 
detachment of the duke of Cumberland's army 
was in the ifland. The prince and his friends 
were obliged to pafs the night in a moor, to 
elude fo clofe a purfuit, and at break of day 
ventured to re-enter their boat, and put out to 
fea without any provifions, or knowing what 
courfe to ftcer. They had hardly rowed two 
miles, when they were furrounded by the ene- 
my's fleet. 

Their only means of prefervation was to run 
a-ground between the focks, upon the borders 
U an dinoft inacccflible ifland, and little defart. 
What, at other times, has been regarded as the 
mod cruel misfortune, was to them their only 
rcfnirce : they hid their boat behind a rock, 
and, in this defart, waited either the departure 
of the tnglilh fleet, or the arrival of death, to 
put a finishing ftroke to fuch a complication 
of dijaftara* Nothing was left the prince j his 
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friends, and the failors, but a little brandy to 
fuftain their miferable lives ; but by chance 
they found fome dried fifl), which the fiQiermen, 
driven off by ftorms, had left upon the (bore 
When the Englilh fleet dtfappearcd, they rowed 
from ifle to ifle, and at laft gained that very 
ifland on which he firft landed upon his 
arrival from France. Here he found a little 
fuccour and repofe - y but this fmallconfolation 
laftedhtm not long, the duke of Cumberland's 
troops arrived at this new afylum in about three 
dap after him, and death or captivity appeared 
inevitable. He, with his two companions, fe~ 
crcted themfelves three days and three nights 
in a.CiVe, and thought themC-Ives happy ta 
efcape, and embark for another defart ifle, where 
they remained eight days upon fome provifions 
•f bariey-bread, brandy, and a few falt-fiih. 

To depart this ifland, and endeavour to re* 
gain Scotland, was to run the rifle of filjiftg 
into the hands of the Englifh, who lined the 
fta-coaft ; but they muft either hazard this, oc 
perifh with hunger. 

They concluded upon the former j put ta 
fea, and once more landed in the night, wan- 
dering upon the fhore, having nothing to cover 
them but the torn rags of the highland habit. 
At break of day they met with a lady on horfe- 
back, followed by a young- domcftKV,xud>4^- 
C 5 VwA. 
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tured to fpcak to her. This lady was of the 
family of the Macdonalds, which was ftrongly 
attached to the intereft of the Stuart line. The 
prince, who had fecn her in his profperity, knew 
her again, and difcovered himfclf, when fhe 
immediately threw herfelf at his feet; they 
were all drowned in tears, and thofe which 
Mifs Macdonald fhed in this extraordinary 
and affe&ing interview, were redoubled by the 
peril in which (he faw her prince $ every ftep 
they advanced they were in danger of being 
taken, and fhe ad vi fed him to hide himfelf in 
a cave, which fhe (hewed him, at the foot of 
a mountain, near the cottage of a highlander, 
who was known by her, and in whom (he could 
confide, promifing to come herfelf, and take 
him from this retirement, or fend fome trufty 
pcrfon whom (he would charge to condud 
him to her. 

Prince Edward, with his bofom friends, " 
were again forced to enter a cavern, the peafant 
furniflH0£ them with a little barley, flour mixed 
with water. But their inquietude and grief 
were compleated, when, after having paflcd two 
days in this frightful place, no perfon came to 
their fuccour ; all the environs were ftri&ly 
watched by the militia, and thefe three unhappy 
f eople had nothing left to fubfiit on. A cruel 
difordcr weakened the prince ; hit body was. 
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covered with ulcered fores. This condition, 
what he had already fuffered, and what he had 
to fear, filled up the meafure of the moft horrid 
mifery that human nature could endure j but 
he was not yet arrived at the end of his fuf- 
ferings. 

Mifs Macdonald fent, at laft, a meffenger to 
the cave, who informed them, that a retreat to 
the continent was impofliblej that they muft 
again fly into another little ifland, called Een- 
becula, and take refuge there in the houfe of a 
poor gentleman, which he would (hew them ; 
that Mifs MacdonaM would meet them there, 
and confult upon what methods were moft pro- 
per to be taken for their fafety. The fame boat 
which brought them here, tranfported them to 
this ifland, and upon their landing, \thejr went 
immediately to this gentleman's hoiffe, and the 
lady embarked fome miles diflance in purfuit 
of them ; but no (ooner were they arrived than 
they learned that the gentleman, with whom 
they had hoped to find an afylum, had been 
carried off in the night-time with all his family* 
The prince and his friends once more concealed 
themfelves in the marlhes : at laft, ONeai ven- 
tured from his concealment, and found Mifs 
Macdonald in a little cottage. She told him that 
(he could fave the prince, by drefling him in the 
cloaths of a maid fervan t, which, (he had brought 
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with her ; that fhe cocrid not undertake to ccifc- 
ceal any more than him, and that more thanone 
perfon would give caufe of fufpicion : thefe two 
faithful friends, prefering the fafety of their 
prince to their own welfare, parted with him 
in tears, and he followed Mifs Macdonald in 
a fervaiit's drefe, taking the name of Betty, 
Notwithftanding this difguife, dangers (till 
threatened him, and he fled for refuge with this 
lady, to the ifle of Sky,, lying to the weft of 
Scotland. 

They were in a gentleman's houfe when it 
was fuddenly inverted with the enemy's troops* 
The prince himfelf opened the door to thefoL- 
diers,.and had the good luck not to be known 
by them ; but prefently after it wat known in 
the ifland that 'he had been in this houfe. It 
then became neceffary for him to feparate from 
Mifs Macdonald, and abandon himfelf to the 
rigour of his deftiny. * He walked ten leagues,, 
attended only by a fingle waterman : at laft, 
prcfled by hunger,, and ready to fink, he ha- 
zarded entering into a houfe, the mailer of 
which he well knew to be an enemy to his 
party : " The fon of your king, faid he, is 
" come to demand bread and cloaths of you ; 
" I know you are my enemy, but I believe 
** you have virtue enough not to abufe my con- 
*' fidence and my misfortunes.. Take thefe mi- 

« friable 
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fc feraMe garments I now wear, and keep them ; 
c * one day or other you may bring them to me 
" in the palace of the kings of Great Britain." 
The gentleman, to whom he addrefled himfelf, 
was affected, as might well be expected $ he 
offered him all the affiftance that the poverty 
of this country would admit of, and kept his 
fecret. 

From hence he once more regained Scotland, 
and fhewed himfelf to the clan of Moran, 
which was well affected to him. He wan- 
dered afterwards about Lochabar and Bade- 
noch : here he was informed, that his bene- . 
fe&refc, Mifs Macdonald, and almoft all who 
had favoured him, were arretted, and fawalift 
of all his officers who wet z condemned by con- 
tumacy, which in England is called a bill of 
attainder. He was always in danger himfelf; 
and the only news which he heard, was of the; 
imprisonment of his fervants, for whom death 
was preparing. 

A report now prevailed in France, that the 
prince was in the hands of his enemies. His 
agents in Versailles alarmed* implored the king 
to permit his minifter at leaft to write in fr.vour 
of their maftcr. The number of Englifh pri- 
foners of war in France, infpired the officers of 
the pretender with hopes, that this would ward 
off the vengeance; of the Englifh court, and pre- 
4 vent 
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vent that effufion of blood which they expected 
to be fhed upon the fcaffold. The marquifs 
d'Argenfon,. at that time minifter for foreign 
affairs, and brother to the fecretary at war, ad- 
dreiTed himfelf to Monf. Van Hoy, ainbaflador 
of the United Provinces, and intreated him to 
become a mediator. Thefe two minifters agreed 
in a principle which diftinguifhed them from 
moft ftatefmen, — they madeufeoffincerityand 
humanity, where others employed little elfebut 
policy. 

The ambaflador Van Hoy wrote direcHy a 
long letter to the duke of Newcaftle, then fecre- 
tary of ftate,in thefe terms ; " May you banifh 
'* this pernicious art, which difcord has brought 
I " forth and nourifhed, to excite mankind to a 
" mutual deftruAionof each other. Miferable 
•« notions of policy, which fubftitute vengc- 
« c ance, hatred, jealoufy, and avidity, to thofe 
« divine precepts which conftitute the glory of 
. * kings, and the welfare of their fubjedts." 

This exhortation feemed in itsfubftance and 
expreflions to be adapted to other times than 
ours. It was ftiled a homily : inftead of fof- 
tening the king of England, it provoked him. 
He complained to the States General oF the 
bahaviour of their ambaflador^ who had dared 
to fend him remonftrances from a king who 
was his enemy, concerning his conduit towards 
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his rebellious fubjefts. The duke of Newcaftle 
wrote that it was an unpreccdenced proceeding. 
The States ftrongly reprimanded their am- 
baflador ; ordered him to make his excufcs to 
the duke for his intermeddling, and to repair 
bis fault. Van Hoy, convinced that he had 
not been guilty of any, yet obeyed, and wrote 
to the duke, " That jf he had erred, it was 
«« the infeparable lot of human nature." He 
might have failed with regard to the laws of 
policy, but not to thofe of humanity. The Eng- 
lifh miniftry and the States General ought to 
have been fenfible how far the kin* of France 
was in the right ; nay, even bound to intercede 
for that unhappy nation, the Scotch. They 
ought to haverecolleded that when Louis XIII. 
had taken Rochelle, which was in vain fuccourcd 
by the naval army of king James I. the Eng- 
lUh monarch fent the chevalier Montaign to 
the king of France, to implore his mercy in 
behalf of the Rochelle rebels, and that his in- 
terceffions were regarded, — the EngKfh miniftry 
had not the fame clemency. 

The government now endeavoured to render 
prince Charles defpicable in the eyes of the peo- 
ple, becaufe he bad been formidable. The 
ftandards which were taken at Culloden, were 
publicly carried through Edinburgh j the hang- 
nun bearing that belonging to the ^xm^xW 
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othen were borne by chimneysweeper*, tad 
the executioner burnt them all together in the 
market-place. This farce was the prelude of 
thofe bloody tragedies which enfued. 

On the 10th of Auguft 1746, Seventeen ofi- 
cers were executed, the moft considerable of 
whom was the colonel of the Manchester re- 
giment, named Townly ; he was drawn, with 
eight other officers in fledges, to Kennington- 
common near London, which was the place 
of execution ; and after they had hanged them, 
they plucked out their hearts,flung them in their 
faces, and cut their bodies in quarters. This 
method of punifbment is a remnant of ancient 
barbarifm. Formerly, the criminal's heart was 
torn out when yet breathing \ but now this 
bloody a&ion is done after they are ftrangled i 
their death ^s lc6 cruel, and preferring this 
barbarous folemnity which is added to it, 
(ewes to terrify the populace. There was not 
one of thefe unhappy men who fuffered, but 
protcftcd that he perifbed in a juft caufe, aod 
ftrcnuoufly excited the people to perfift in it* 
Two days after, three Scotch peers were con- 
demned to be beheaded. 

The laws of England confider none as no- 
bility but lords, that is to fay, the peers of the 
realm, who arc tried for the crime of high- 
ucafon, in a manner different from the reft of 

the 
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the nation. At their trial, a peer is chofen to 
prefide as judge, moft commonly the chan* 
cellor, who bears the title of Lord High-fteward 
of the kingdom for the time of the trials, after 
which his title and office ceafe ; this title nearly 
cmefpends With that of Grand Senefchal. The 
peers of Great Britain, on thefe occafions, re- 
ceive bis orders ; by letters under his own feal, 
written in Latin, they are fummoned to afiemble 
in the great hall at Weftminfter ; and he mud 
have at kaft twelve peers with him to enable 
him to proceed to judgment. This feffions is 
Ik Id in the moft folemn manner ; the Lord 
High-ftcward fitting under a canopy, and the 
clerk of the crown delivering his commifion to 
a king at arms, who prefents it upon his knees ; 
fix mace-bearers always attend the doors of his 
coach, at going in or coming out of the hall \ 
be is paid a tboufand guineas each day during 
the trial* When the accufed peers are brought 
before him, and the other peers their judges, 
a ferjeant at awns cries three times Oyez, in 
the old French language ; a fcrjeant of the 
court carries before them an axe, the edge turned 
towards the high-ftcward, and when fentence 
of death is pronounced, it is turned towards 
the criminal. 

With thefe melancholy ceremonies, the lords 
^almcrino, Kilmarnock, and Cromarty were 

coadu&ed 
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<;ondu£ted from the Tower to. Weftminfter-halJ, 
where the lord-chancellor being appointed high- 
fteward, they were all three found guilty of 
having borne arms for the pretender, and con- 
demned according to law, to be hanged and 
quartered. The lord- fteward, who pronounced 
their fentence, informed them at the fame time, 
that the king, by virtue of his royal prerogative* 
changed their punishment into that of being 
beheaded.' Lady Crotnarty, who had already 
eight children, and was big with the ninth, 
went with her family > .and profhjated herfelf at 
the king's feet, imploring his mctcy fpr her 
unhappy lord, who, touched with fo affecting 
a fcene, granted her requeft. 

The two others were executed : Kilmarnock 
on the fcaffbld {hewed figns of repentance : Bal- 
merino behaved with unfhaken intrepidity, and 
went to death in his regimentals. The go-r 
vernor of the Tower having, according to cu- 
ftoro, cried, Long live king George ; Balmcrino 
anfwered, with an elevated voice, Long live 
king James and his worthy fon, and died bra- 
ving death as he had braved his judges. 

Executions were daily carried on, and every 
prifon filled with impeached perfons. A fc- 
crctary of the pretender, named Murray, pre- 
served his life by difclofing fuch fecrcts as con- 
vinced the king of the danger he had cfcaped. 

He 
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He difcovered that in London there was a fecret 
party, and that they had furnifhed the prince 
with large Aims of money ; but whether thefe 
informations were not fufficientlycircumftanced, 
or whether the- government were fearful of irri- 
tating the nation by odiqus refearches,they con- 
tented themfelves with ftrictly puniihing thofe 
who were taken in open rebellion. Ten were 
executed at York, %en at Carlifle, and forty- 
feven at London ; and in the month of No* 
yember, every twentieth man of all the in- 
ferior officers and fqldiers were drawn, and fuf- 
fgred death by lot, and the reft were tranfported 
to bis majefty's colonies. In- the fame month 
alfo, fevenfy were executed at Penrith, at 
Bfumpton, and at York, ten at Carlifle, and. 
nine at London. An Englifh prieft, who was 
imprudent enough to aflc of prince Edward the 
biQiOpric of Carlifle, at the time he was in pof- 
fipflion of that city, was led to the gallows, and 
executed in hi? pontifical habits ; he harangued^ 
the people with vehemence in favour of the 
family of king James, apd prayed to Qod for. 
ajl thofe who had periled like him in this 
quarrel. 

But of all thefe unhappy fufferers,. the fate 
of lord Derwentwater feemed moft to be la- 
mented. His eldeft brother was beheaded at 
London 1715* for having fought in the fam£ 

camfei 
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caufe 5 when he obliged his fon to afccnd the 
fcaffpld, though an infant, he adUrefTed him in 
jdtefc tenns : <c Be covered with my blood, 
•« and learn to die for your royal matter." His 
youngeft brother, who had efcaped and er.t:rcd 
into the French fen ice, was included in the 
fame condemnation. As foon as he knew that 
he could be ufeful to his prince, he let out for 
England $ but the veflel, in which he embarked 
with his fon and feveral officers, provided with 
arms and money, was taken by the Englifb. 
He fuffered the fame death as his brother, and 
with the fame firmnefs, faying, " The king of 
" France would take care of his fon ;" who not 
being an Englifh fubje&, was itleafed, and re- 
turned to France, where the king made gcol 
his father's expectations, by giving him and bit 
£ftef a penfion. 

The laft peer who fufcred by the hands of 
the executioner was lord Lovat ; a man eighty 
years of age. This was he who was the firft 
mover of the enterprise ; — he had laid the 
foundation of it ever face the year 1740 ; — die 
chief maLconte its had aflembled privately at 
his houfc j — he engaged to raife the clans when 
prince Edward embarked in 1743 ; — he em- 
ployed all the chicanery of the law to defend 
a remnant of life, which he loft at laft on the 
fcaffbld \ but he died wi$h as much grcatnefe 

of 
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Gf foul* as be had Ihewn dexterity and fineflc 
in bis conduit He pronounced aloud this 
verfe of Horace before he received the fatal 
blow: 

Duke ei decorum ift pro patria morh 

But the mod ftrange event, and fuch as is 
fcarcely to be met with out of England, was, 
that a young ftudent, named Painter, devoted 
to the Jacobite party, and intoxicated with that 
fenattcifm which produces fo many extraordinary 
things in fiery imaginations, requeftcd to fu/Fer 
in the place of this old man. He even made 
die moft preffing intreatics, but no attention 
was paid to them. This young man did not 
perfonally know Lovat, but he knew that he 
had been the chief of the confpiracy, and he 
looked upon him to be a refpe&able and ne- 
ceflary man* 

The government joined to paft vengeance, 
future precautions 5 an embodied militia was 
kept up towards the frontiers of Scotland. The 
Scotch lairds were deprived of their hereditary 
jurifdictions, which attached their clans to 
them ; and the chiefs, who had remained faith* 
fill to government, were indemnified by pen* 
fions and other advantages. 

The court of France, in its folicitude for the 
fate of prince Edward, had fent out two fmal! 
frigates in the month of June, which happily 

arrived 
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arrived on the eaftern coafts of Scotland, whert 
he had landed at the beginning of this unfor* 
ttfnate enterprise. He was fought for in vain 
in this country, arid in fcveral neighbouring 
iflcs of the coaft of Lochabar. At length, on 
the 29th of September, the prince at rived by 
unfrequented roads, and through a thoufand 
hew perils, at the place where he was expected. 
What is aftonifhing, and proves that all hearts 
were with him, is, that the Englifh were not 
apprifed, neither of the arrival of thefc vtfl'ds, 
nor of their ftay, nor of their departure; 
They brought th? prince within fight of Brcft, 
but they found an English fleet oppofitc that 
port. They then ftood out to fca again, and 
returned afterwards upon the coaft of iinrany, 
on the fide of Morlaix. Here they found ano- 
ther Englifh fleet ; they hazarded pa fling thro' 
the enemy's (hips, and, at laft, after fo many 
dangers and misfortunes, the prince got fafe 
to the port of St. Paul dc Leon, on the joth 
of O&ober 1 746, having with him fomc few 
of his partifans who had cfcaped the refcarches 
of the conquerors. Thus ended an adventure, 
which, in times of knight-crranty, might havo 
proved fortunate, but could not be expected to 
fuccced in an age, when military difcipline, 
artillery, and, above all, money, in the end 9 
decide! every thing. 

While 
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While prince Edward had been wandering 
mp 2nd down in the mountains of Scotland, 
and fcaffolds had been prepared every whert 
for his adherents, his conqueror, the duke of 
Cumberland, Wis received iri triumph at Lon- 
don; the parliament (ettled an annuity on 
him of twenty-five thoufand pounds per an- 
num* which is about five hundred thoufand \i- 
vres of France, befides his ufusfl revenue, — the 
English nation performs itfelf, what ibverefgns 
doelfewhere. 

Charles Edward was not yet at {he boundary 
of his calamities ; for having taken refuge in 
France, and finding himfelf obliged to leave 
that country to latisfy the Englifb, who in- 
lifted an it in the treaty of peace* his courage^ 
grown defperate by fo many (hocks, rcfufed td 
yield to the neceffity of the times. He refitted 
remonftranccs, intreatics^andofders, pretending 
that the promife ought to be kept, which had 
been made him never to abandon him* Hi$ 
perfon was obliged to be ieized on $ he was ar- 
retted, pinioned, thrown into prifon, and coil* 
du&ed out of France. This was the finishing 
ftroke to the misfortunes with which fate had 
opprefled a race of kings for three hundred 
years. 

Charles Edward from this time concealed 

himfelf f r om all the world :— Jet private per- 

4 titoi. 
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fons, who repine at their little misfortunes, 

read the hiftorjr of this prince and his anr 

ceftors * ! 

# All rhefe circumftances wers written in i?4S, under 
the direction of a per&n who accompanied the prince 
a confiderable time, both in his prolperities and ad- 
versities. 

The hiftory of this prince properly fklle in with the 
memoirs of the war of 1 741. But it has entirely efcapad 
the rciearches of thofc who have pirated, disfigured* end 
fold a part of that ihanu/cript. 
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CHAP. XXVL 

The King of France failing in bis Attempt 
to reftore Peace ; gains the Battle of L a u - 
feld. Bergen-op-zoom taken by Aflault. 
The Ruffians at laft march to the Affiftance 
of the Allies. 

WHILE this fatal Cataftrophe was tranf- 
acting in England, Louis XV. com- 
pleted his conqucits. Unfortunate in all parts 
where he was not prefent, and victorious in 
every cnterprizc in which he accompanied mar- 
ihai Saxe : he continually urged a general pa- 
cification, which was become abfolutely ne- 
ceiury for all the parties concerned in the war, 
who had now no pretence left for deftroying 
each other. It did not appear to be the interefl 
of the new (ladtholder to continue the war at 
the commencement of an authority not yet 
thoroughly eftablifhed, and which was not 
fupported by any iixed ftipend. But the pub- 
lic animofity to the court of France was carried 
fo far, and the ancient jealoufie3 were fo in- 
veterate, that a deputy of the ftatcs, when he 
prfcfented the ftadtholdcr to the btates General, 
on the day of his initallation, had ti\A \tv \v\* 
V*l II. 1) ^wk* 
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ipeech, on this occafion : c< That the republic 
" flood in need of a chief, againft an ambitious 
« and perfidious neighbour, who made a jeft of 
« the faith of treaties •" — ftrange expreffions 
whilethey were yet negotiating, and for which 
Louis took no other-revenge, than not to make 
..any ill uft of his vififcories, which ought to ap- 
pear ftill more furprifing. 

This violent rancour was univerfally fo- 
mented by the court of Vienna, which con flan tly 
cefexited the atteo^pt made to ftrip Maria The- 
refa of her hereditary dominions in violation of 
treaties. Louis had repented of this procedure; 
tut the Allies were not fatisfied with this. The 
court of London, during the conferences at 
Breda, intrigued with all Europe to raife new 
enemies againft him. 

At length the Englifh miniftry produced a 
' formidable fuccour from the extremities of the 
North. Elizabeth Petrowna, the daughter of 
the Czar Peter I. and emprefs of all theRufiias, 
ordered fifty thoufand men to march into Li- 
vonia, and promifed to equip fifty galleys. This 
armament was to be at the abfolute difpofal of 
the king of England, on th.* payment of only 
one hundred thoufand pound ftcrling, — it coft 
four limes as much for eighteen thoufand Hau- 
novcriaos who ferved in the Englilh army. 
This treaty, which had been concerted long 

before, 
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Ware,cojild aotbe cMfiUdai juoffl the j&ontfe 
of June 1747. 

Tfatre .bad hcen^w> example hitherto, of fo 
:great a ifurcour coming &pm that quarter, and 
jiothtoj -wl* a ftronger proof that C^ar Petej 
the 'Great, tin changing the face of affair* 
throughout bis extenfive dominions, had laid 
-the foundation of great alterations in the pa* 
iitics of fijHppe. But while the very ends of 
•the .earth wejre thus fixcjted againft the king 
<of France, %i$ con.quefts increafed. Dutch 
f landers was Jtafaen as rapidly as the other part* 
of that^provipce. The grand objedt with mar- 
shal Saxe always was, the taking of Maeftricht - 
this is not one of thofe places which are eafily 
taken by a victorious army, as had been the 
cafe with moft of thetfowns in Italy. Aftqr 
the taking of Maeilricht, it had been deter- 
-mined to attack Nimeguen, and, in that cafq, 
it is not to be doubted, .but the Djutch would 
have rfued for peace* before "a fingle Ruffian 
cotdd have come to their afliftance j butMac- 
-ttricht could not be befieged, 'till a confidergtye, 
battle had been fought and completely gained. 

T*he king was at the head of his army, and 

the Allies ware encamped -between him and tbfi 

•city. The jfcke of Cumberland- frill coror 

manded them ; maribal Bathiani conducted 

D 2 the 
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the Auftrians, and the prince of Waldeck the 
Hollanders. 

The king chofe to engage ; marfhal Saxe 
obeyed ; and the event was the fame as at the 
battle of Liege. The French were conquerors ;- 
but the Allies were not fo completely routed, 
that the grand objeft of the fiege of Maeftricht 
could be accomplifhed. They retired under 
the cannon of this city, and left Louis XV. the 
glory of purfuing, at full liberty, all his ope- 
rations in Dutch Brabant. The Englifh troops 
fignalized thcmfelves again In this battle, by 
making the braveft refiftance. Marihal Saxe 
himfclf charged them at the head of fomc bri- 
gades. The French loft the count dc Baviere, 
natural brother of the late emperor Charles VII. 
the marquifs de Froulai, a field- marihal, and a 
moft promifing youth ; colonel Dillon, a name 
in high repute with the Irifh brigades ; bri- 
gadier Erlach an excellent officer j the mar- 
quifs d'Autichamp, and the count d'Aubetcrre, 
the brother of him that was killed at the fiege 
of Bruffels. The number of the {lain was con- 
lidcrable ; the marquifs de Bonac, whdfe father 
had acquired great reputation as an ambaflador, 
loft a leg ; the young marquifs Scgur had an 
arm taken off ; he had lain at the point of death 
for a long time with the wound he had for- 
merly received, and he had but juft recovered, 
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when this new difafter reduced him to the fame 
condition. 

The king told his father, that his fon merited 
to be invulnerable. The lofs was nearly equal 
on both fides : five or fix thoufand men killed 
or wounded on each part fignalizcd this day. 
The king of France made it famous by his 
fpeech to general Ligonier, who was brought to 
him a prifoner : " Would it not be better,. 
" (faid the king to him) to think fcrioufly of 
c < peace, than to deftroy fo many brave pco- 
" pic ?" This general officer of the Englifli 
army was born his fubjefl, and the king placed 
him at his table; but natives of Scotland, 
though officers in the French fcrvice, had b^en 
put to an ignominious death in England for the 
unfortunate enterprize of prince Charles Ed- 
ward. 

After every vi&ory j after every conqueft, 
Louis XV. always proffered peace, but in vain, 
no attention wa.s paid to his offers. The Al- 
lies depended on the fuccour of the Ruffians ; 
on their fuccefs in Italy; on the alteration in 
the government of Holland, which would give 
birth to new armies ; on the circles of the em- 
pire, and on the fuperiority of the Engliffrflcets, 
which conftantly Menaced the poileffions of 
France, in Afia and America. 

D 3 T\vfc 
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The fruitfof thi* vi&ary was ftUl wonrffff* 
It was, therefore, refolved to lay fitg€ W Bfc£* 
gen-op-zjoonv; a- ptaee decm*d' imprtgnafcle, 
Uotlv on account off itB foing (He itiaA&-(riecet 
of the celebrated' engirieer Coh<jrn> an<tbeeaufe 
if wa> continually fuppUed" with artymurtitforr,. 
and all kinds of neeeffaries by the river Kfcaut, 
which forms an* arm- of thcfea behind it?. Bc- 
fides thefe advantage^ and- a numerous garflfon, 
there were lines Dear the fottfiftcatioiis,. and in' 
thefe lines, a body of troeps which ctfuW, at 
dvery infant, relieve the town. 

Qf all the fieges that had ever been formed,, 
this appeared the moft difficult. The conduct 
*f it was given to count de Lowendha)^ who 
had already taken part of Dutch Brabant : this 
general, a native of Denmark, had bee*** the 
Ruffian fervicej he had.<Wti(*gui{hed himfell 
at the aflaults of Ocaako'w, when Cher Ruffians 
{breed tho Janiflarws i» thaG city ; He- fpeke 
altnoftall the languages of Europe; he knew 
all its courts, their politics, the genius ef the 
fcveral injiabitants, art* djeif n*arifli«*<tf Sjgh*-« 
tog ; and ha^aClaft given the pttfrtttfee Co dra 
FFcnch fcrv ice r ii«Ow^ch 5 tbfdughtte ftieAd-t 
Jhipof warftwl 8a**, lie was receivedm tbe sa*k 
4$ UeuteAaAt-gtnerak 

The French and cte AUm r the? brftegrtrV 
and even the bciiejert themfelvcs, all thought 



LOtTIS XV. J5 

the enferprize would faff. Lowendhal was 
almoft- the only perfon who feemed to think 
the faccefs certain*. Every proper mcafure was 
taken by the AlTies; the garrifon was rein- 
forced ; provifions of all forts arrived by the 
Efcant; the artillery way well fervedj the be- 
fieged made feveral faHies; attacks were re- 
peated by a confiderable body of troops which 
protected the lines near the city, and mines 
were fprung in feveral places. A ficknds 
amongft the befiegers, encamped on an un- 
wholefome fpot, feconded the refiftance or* the 
garrifon j contagious diforders rendered more 
than twenty thoufand* of the French army in- 
capable of fervicc ; but their place was eafily 
ftipplied. At laft, after three weeks open 
trenches, count Lowendhal demonftrated, that 
there are occafions when it is ncceflary to ga 
beyond the eftabiifhed rules of art. Th$ 
breaches were not yet practicable ; but there 
were three works (lightly damaged, the ravelin 
of E'tem, and two baftions, one of which was 
caKed the Maiden, and the other the Cohorn. 
The General refolved to carry the town, by 
an aflaulton tbefe three places at once. 

The French, in regular engagements, often 

find their equals, and fometimes their matters 

in the art of war j but they have no equals in 

tbofe coups-de-main, and in thofe rapid enter* 

D 4 prizes 
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prizes where impetuofity, agility and ardour 
furmount all obftacles. The troops having 
received their orders in wbifpers, and all being 
ready, in the dead of the night, when the be- 
fieged thought thcmfelvcs in fecurity, they de- 
scended into the fofl'ee, and ran to the three 
breaches j twelve grenadiers alone, made them- 
(elves matters of the fort of Edem, killing all 
who refifted, and making the reft throw down 
their arms. The Maiden and the Cohorn were 
aflailtd and carried with the fame vivacity; 
the troops climbing up jn crouds. Every 
thing is carried ; they pufh on to the ram- 
parts, where they form, and enter the city 
with bayonets fixed. The marquifs de Lu- 
jje-ac feized on the gate leading to the harbour* 
the commandant of which furrendered at dil- 
crction. All the other forts were furrendered 
in the fame manner j the old baron de Cron- 
ftroin, who commanded within the town, fled 
to the lints; the prince of He He Philipftadr, 
making fomc rcfiftance in the Greets with two 
raiments, the one Scotch, and the other Swifs, 
they were cut to pieces ; the reft of the gar- 
ri(bn fled towards the lines for protection, and 
fprcad terror wherever they came, 'till the flight 
became general, and arms, provilions, baggage* 
and every thing clfe was abandoned. The city 
was pillaged by the victorious troops, who, 

iu 
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in the king's name, feized on fevcnteen large 
barges in the port, laden with ammunition of 
all forts, and refrefbments fent to the bcfieged 
by different cities of Holland ; on the cherts 
were written in great characters, «« For the 
" invincible garrifon of Bergen-op-zoom." 
The king, when he received the news, made 
count Lowendhal a marfhal of France, The 
furprize was very great at London ; but the 
confirmation throughout Holland was inex- 
preffibic, and the army of the Allies was thrown 
into difmay. Not with (landing all this good 
fortune, it was (till very difficult to conquer 
Macftricht : this enterprise was rcfervcil for 
the year 1748; marflial Saxc faying, " That 
" the peace lay in Maeflricht." 

The campaign was opened with the prepa- 
rations for this important ficge. Nearly the 
fame meafures were* to be taken as at the flegc 
of Namur ; — to open to themfclvv-i, and fecure 
ill the avenues, — to force an entire army to 
retreat, and to render it incapable to act. This 
was the molt fkilful manoeuvre of the whole* 
war. The enterprize could not fuccced, but 
by engaging the enemy to change theirpoiition. 
It was ncceflary to deceive them, and, at the 
fame time, to keep the real object a fecret from 
their own army ; the marches muit be fo com* 
Lined, that each march (bould dtctm vV\& 
t) 5 e\vttwj % 
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enerriy, mi drat 1 *11 ftottld anfW tire rrfairt 
defrgtt. Att tfii* was pfermod by< mafrffel Sate, 
*nd arranged ty-M6it£ <fe Gremilre. 

The ertertry wa$ at ftrft made W fceReVe; th*t 
the^rerfch tard a-dtaflgA-arSredb; ihrmari&af 
r\rmtefcorfdui9fc<ralaft , ge coittoytorBergen-^p- 
±6otn, at the head of w<rrtty- five thoiifertdfmcif, 
ifldf fecmed* tcf ttrrff ftis bad* on- 1M tftftfrielrt * 
another divrficw fflaithetf, at (tie feme trmc, tfr 
Trrfemont orr rile* rcrad «r Ltege", another i& 
Tongre*; ariotfteT threatened LtfXemboorg, 
Jitof alt aft laft afcttAed fowarA Madbfcbt oit 
fterigtrt,atidontherdfrfideofi1ieA<eu«Ef. The 
Allies, feparated* iitfo* different boAcsr, did' Attt 
di-fcdver the ftMfdiar* defigrt fill 1 it v»as for* fate 
to oppofe it. Tire city found itfelf i nve*ed on 
fcothhdetfof the rivet, fo that rt* Arttotirt C0uld 
poflibly enter. Th* enemy, to tte number of 
Hear eighty thbufaricf men, were at Mazeik,. 
• .aftd at Rurembnde; and the duke of Cum- 
berland could do rto iTiore than be a Witriefs of 
the taking of Maetfricttf. 

To lower this amftant firperfdrfty of the 
French, the Auftfians, EngHfli and Dutch' ex- 
pelled thirty-five tHoufand Ruffians inftead of 
fifty thoufand, OA which number they Bad at 
firft relied. This fuccouf, which Came from 
fttch a diftance, arrived at toft. Tlie Ruffians 
were already in Franeonia ; — aff indefatigable 

iet 
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fet of men, accuftomed to the moft rigid dis- 
cipline ; they flept upon the bare ground, co- 
vered only with a finale cloak, and often upon 
the fnow ; the coarfeft food facisfied them, and 
at this time they had not four fick in any ofie 
regiment of their army. What might render 
this fuccour ftill mm important was, that the 
Ruffians never defers ; their religion differing; 
from all the other Latin communions ; their 
language having no relation to- the reft, and 
their averfion to ftrangers rendering deferrjon, 
ta frequent in other armies, totally unknown 
among them : in a word, it was the fame na- 
tion that had conquered the Turks, and the 
Swedes. But the Ruffian foldiers, who had 
become fiich excellent troops, were at this 
time in want of good officers -, — the national 
tsoops knew how to obey, but their captains 
did not know bow to command - f and they had 
no longer a Munich, a Lafci, a Kelly, nor a 
Lowcndhal to head them. 

While marital Saxe befieged Maeftricht, the 
Allies put all Europe in motion. They pre* 
pared for a renewal of the war in Italy with 
frefh vigour, and the Englifh had already at- 
tacked the Jfcench fettlements in Afia aod 
America. It will now be neceflary to obfervc 
the great exploits they performed with a frnall 
force, both in the old and ia tke new world. 

CHAP. 
1 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Voyage of Admiral Anson round the Globe. 

FRANCE or Spain cannot be at war with 
England, but the (hock given to Europe 
muft be felt to the extremities of the earth. If 
the induftry and bravery of our modern nations 
boaft an advantage over the reft of the globe, 
and beyond all antiquity, it is owing to our 
maritime expeditions. We are not perhaps fo 
much aftoniihed as might be expe&ed, to fee 
fleets fent out from the ports of inconfidcrable 
provinces, fcarce known in former times by the 
ancient civilized nations, one Angle fiiip of 
which would have deftroyed all the fleets of 
the Greeks and Romans. On one fide, thcfe 
fleets fail beyond the Ganges to fight battles 
with each other in fight of the in oft powerful 
empires, which remain the quiet fpectators of 
an art and a rage which have not yet reached 
them ; on the other, they go beyond America 
to conteft for (laves in a new world. 

The fuccefs is feldom proportionable to thcfe 
enterprizes, not only becaufe all the obftacles 
are notforefecn, but becaufe the means are fti- 
dem adequate to the end propofed. 

Admiral 
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Admiral Anfon's voyage (hews clearly, what 
an intelligent andrefolute man may accomplifh, 
notwithftanding defective preparations, and ex- 
ceilive perils. 

We may recolleft that when England de- 
clared war againft Spain in 1739, the miniftry 
fent admiral Vernon to the gulph of Mexico \ 
that he there deftroyed Porto-Bello, and failed 
in his attempt on Carthagena. George Anfon 
was ordered at the fame time to make an irrup- 
tion into the kingdom of Peru by the South- 
fea, in order, to ruin if poffible, or at lead to 
weaken, at both extremities, the extenfive con- 
quefts which Spain had made in this part of 
the world. Anfon was made commodore, that 
is to fay, commander of a fquadron ; they gave 
him five fhips of the line; a kind of fmall fri* 
gate mounting eight guns, and carrying about 
one hundred men, and two private fhips laden 
with provifions and merchandize. Thefe two 
veffels were to carry on a traffic in favour of 
the enterprize j — for it is peculiar to the Eng* 
lifh, to conne& commerce with war. *The 
whole crew of this fquadron confifted only of 
fourteen hundred men, amongft whom there 
were feveral old invalids, and two hundred 
young recruits ; this was but a very (mall force, 
and they failed too late in the year, for this ar- 
mament did not get to fea 'till the end of Sep- 
tember 
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•ember r739* The commodore fteerrd Tor the 
He of Madeira, belonging to Portugal. He 
advanced to theiftesof Cape-Verd, and cruifed 
along the coaftsof Brafil ; he put into a little 
Hfand called St. Catharine, which is always 
covered with verdure and with fruits, in the 
27th degree of the fouthem latitude > and after- 
wards coafted along the cold and uncultivated 
country of the Patagoutans, of which A> many 
fables have been published. Towards the end 
of February 1741, he entered the freight of 
La Marrc, beyond one hundred degree* latitude,, 
amd got clear of it in five months. The little 
floop of eight guns, named the Trial, was the 
firft of the kind that bod ventured to double 
Cape Horn, She afterwards cook a» SpaAtft 
fliip of fix hundred tons in the Souih-fcay 
wbofe crew could, not comprehend cbei* being 
taken by a bark coming from. England info the 
Pacific oceao, 

However, m doubling Cape Horn, after 
having, palled the ftiscight of L» Make, An* 
ton's fquaduon was buffeted by very fetes* 
ftorms* and difperfed. An inveterate fcurvy 
like w kfe deftroyed one half of his people > and 
the commodore's veflel ale ne made the defart 
ifland of t % ernande* in the South-fra, in their 
way back towards the tpopic ol Capsicera. 

The 



tOXfIS XV. 63? 

The rational reader, who muff obferve with 
(bme degree of horror,, tfte prodigious pains fhat 
men take to render themfelves and their fel- 
low-creatures unhappy,- will learn with fatif- 
fadion that Anfon, finding in this Utand amofl 
ferene climate and fertile land, fowed oitir the 
feeds of fcveral plants and fruits > and fome nuts, 
which he had taken with him, and which foon> 
after covered the whole ifland. Some Spaniards 
who put in there a few, years after,, and fince 
then had been carried prifoners to £ngland r 
judged that it could be no other than Anfon 
who had repaired the evifs of war by this 
generous a«2ion r and they thanked him as their 
benefa&or. 

He found upon the coaft a great many fea- 
lions, whofe males fought defperately for the 
females, and his people were aftonilhed to fee 
a number oi goats in the plains, with their ears 
cut, which ferved to verify the adventures of 
one Shelkirft an Englifhman* who being left 
upon this ifland, had lived there feveral year? $ 
—let me be permitted to foften, by the relation 
of thefe little circumftances,.. a melancholy hi- 
iftory, which is only a recital of murders and 
calamities, — a more interesting . obfervation 
wasy that of the variation of the compafs, 
which was found conformable to Halle^'* 
Jyfkom ; the needle followed ex*&\^ \Ja£ rottfe 
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that. this great aftronomer had traced for it;— 
he gave laws to the magnetic powers, as New* 
ton had done to all nature. And this little 
fquadron which traverfed unknown feas only 
with a view of plunder, proved ufeful to phi- 
lofophy without knowing it. 

Anfon, who was on board a fixty-gun fliip, 
having been joined by another man of war, and 
by the (loop, took feveral pretty confidcrable 
prizes in cruifing off this ifland of Fcrnandes. 
But foon after, advancing towards the equi- 
no&al line, he ventured to attack the city of 
Plata in America, fituated on the coaft fo 
named. He did not make ufc of his men of 
war, nor yet of the remainder of his equipage, 
in attempting this bold ftroke : fifty foldiers in 
a row-boat performed this expedition ; they 
landed in the night ; the furprife was fudden, 
and the confufion and diforder being redoubleJ 
by daikneis, multiplied and augmented the 
danger. 

The governor* the garrifon, and the inha- 
bitants fled. The governor went up the coun- 
try ; got together about three hundred hoife, 
and railed the militia in the neighbouring place. 
'The fifty h nglifh foldiers, in the mean time, 
for three days together, tranfporttd to their 
ihips, the treasures they found in the cuftom- 
houi'c, and in private houfc«j, without the leaft 

interruption : 
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interruption : the negro flaves, who did not 
fly, (a fpecies of animals who belong to the firft 
that feizes on them) afliftcd in carrying off the 
riches of their former matters. The men of 
war then approached the town, and the go- 
vernor had neither the courage to return into 
the city and defend it, nor the prudence to 
treat with the conquerors for the ranfomofthe 
place, and of the remaining effjds j Anfon t 
therefore, ordered Plata to be reduced to afhcsj 
and then fct fail, having plundered the Spaniards 
with as much eafe as they had fopnerly ftript 
the Americans. The lofs fuftained by the Spa- 
niards amounted to upwards of fifteen hundred 
thoufand piaftres, and the Englifh gained about 
one hundred and eighty thoufand ; which* 
added to the prizes taken before, already en- 
riched the fquadron ; and the great number 
taken off by the fcurvy, left a larger (hare for 
the furvivors. This little fquadron appeared 
afterwards off Panama, on the Pearl coaft, and 
advanced to Acapulco at the back of Mexico, 
— The government at Madrid were ignorant 
at this time of the danger they were in of lofing 
that confiderable part of the globe. 

If admiral Vernon, who had befieged Car- 
thage n a on the oppofite fea, had fucceeded, he 
might have aflifted commodore Anfon. The 
ifthmus of Panama to the right and left, 

would 
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Would have been taken by the JEnglifli, and* 
the centre of the Spanifh dominions loft. The 
Spanifn adminiftration,, long lince apprifed of 
this, had taken the proper precautions, which 
an unparalleled 1 misfortune rendered ufclefs. 
They had provided againft Anfon*s fquadron, 
by a more numerous fleet, with a greater num- 
ber of men, and more cannon, under the com* 
mand of Don Jofeph Pizarro. The fame 
tempefts that had affailed the £ngli(h > dlfperfed 
the Spaniards before they could make the 
(freight of La Maire. They were not only 
attacked with the fame (curvy which had car- 
ried off half the Englifli; but the proviflons 
they expected from Buenos Ayres not arriving, 
famine was added to the fcurvy. Two of their 
(hips, whofe crews were at the point death> 
were bulged on the coafts,. and two more were 
(hip- wrecked.. The commander was obliged 
to leave his own (hip at Buenos Ayres, because 
there were not hands enough left to ffcer her, 
and this (hip could not be repaired under three 
years; fo that he returned to Spain in 1746, 
with not quite an hundred men, out of twa 
thoufand feven hundred that he carried out ;— 
a fatal event, which, ferves to (hew that the fea 
Service is more dangerous than that of the land, 
fince independent of engagements, they are 

always 
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always liable at fa* to tile moft horrible dasir 
fervid to th« moft dreadiui extremities, 

Themisfortuncs df Pkuuro left Anlotf at full 
liberty Wiethe South Sea 5 but the left he had 
foftained of fa many men, put it out of his. 
power to undertake any ooniiderabk enterprise*, 
at land, especially fince he had beard from his, 
prifoners of the failure of the fiegc of Cartha** 
geoa, and that Mexico hadbeCn fecused, 

Anton then centered all Us- enterprise* art* 
his great hopes in the iing|e object of taking an, 
immeofe galleon, which the Mexicans fend 
every year into the Chinefe leas to the ifiand, 
of Manilla, the capital of the Philippines* 6» 
called becaufe-they were discovered ut the reigtf 
of Philip II. 

This- g^Hsoo, ladcpwitb* fifee^wotld Hot 
ftir out of port while any EngU& flupf were 
feen on the caafts* nor fet (ait 'till a confi* 
derable time after their depasture. The com- 
modore* therefore, tramfed the Pacific oceaif, 
aftd all the climates oppeuief* Africa, between* 
oup tropic and the eqi&ior. Avarice, rendered 
honourable by fatigue and danger, made hint 
sun over the whale globe with two men of 
war. The finnry porfaed his* crew to ttefe? 
feasv »d<HM ef the flWps pewiny leaky i* 
ftserat puts, they were obliged tm abattdoitam* 
trhar^b^r at fea, left fine of heewseckibouhfi 
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be carried into any of the Sparvifti iflands, and 
prove fervice'able to them. The remainder of 
the failors and marines belonging to this (hip 
were taken on board the Centurion, the com- 
modore's fhip, which; with two floops, were 
all that remained of his fquadron. The Cen- 
turion, which had fmgly efcaped fo many dan- 
gers, but was greatly impaired, and bad almoft 
all her crew fick, happily for them, put into 
one of the Marianne iflands, called Tinian, at 
this time almoft entirely deferted ; and, when 
peopled, it contained fcarce thirty thoufand 
fouls* the greateft part of whom had pcrifbed 
by an epidemical difeafe, and the remainder had 
been tranfported to another ifland by the Spa- 
niards. 

Their refidence at Tinian faved the crew. 
This ifland, more fertile than that of Fernandes, 
prefented on all fides, wood, fpring-water, tame 
animals, fruits, vegetables, and every thing that 
was neceffary for food, for the conveniericirs of 
life, and for refitting a (hip. But the moft 
lingular thing they found on it was a tree, the 
tafte of whofe fruit refembled the beft bread j — 
a real treafurc, which, if it were poffible to 
tranfport it into our climates, would be far pre- 
ferable to thofe imaginary riches, fnatched from 
the extremities of the globe, in the midft of 
the greateft perils. From this ifland, they 

ranged 
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ranged over that of Formofa, which joins to 
Macoa towards China, at the Entrance of the 
river Canton, to complete the repair of the only 
remaining (hip. 

Macoa, for one hundred and fifty years*, has 
belonged to the Portuguefe. The emperor of 
China having permitted them to build a town 
in this little ifland, which is only formed on a 
rock, but it was neceflary for their commerce. 
The Chinefe, in all this time, have never vio- 
lated the privileges grantee to the Portuguefe, 
This fidelity, in my opinion, invalidates the 
teftimony of the Englifli author, who has pub- 
lifhed the hiltory of this expedition ; this hifto- 
rian, in other refpeSs, judicious, inftrudtivc, 
and a good citizen, never mentions the Chinefe, 
but as a contemptible people, without fidelity, 
and without induftry. As to their induftry, it 
is indeed of a different nature from ours ; and 
as to their manners, I imagine we fhould form 
our judgment of «a powerful nation, rather from 
its governors than from the populace, at the 
extremities of a province. It appears to me, 
that the faith of treaties, obferved by the go- 
vernment for a century and half, does more ho- 
nour to the Chinefe than they derive fhame 
from the avarice and treachery of a low race of 
people, inhabiting one of the fea-coafts of this 
vaft empire. Mull the molt ancient and the 

beft 
9 
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feeft governed jiajiM in the *v»dsl ho Jnfulte& 
iecaufefome poor jwxetchgs .wanted to defraud 
the Ettgltflvbj little thefts, and *Ukyt«pr*fi* 
of the twenty thoufandth part Qf Wbfit the 
JEnglifh had tetan :hy &ree:fra0i the £paai*rds 
j«i the Chinefe fea? It is not Jong fiace tttat 
ftravelkrs experiooctd much greater oppieffieps 
in more than «ne country t>f Jkurope, Wl«t 
.would a Chinefe ;ft*v* /aid, xf ¥ having i*een 
-Shipwrecked .on the £oafts of j&yjland, -he .bad 
4een the inhabitants cttftfiiftg m.cncm^^ceddy 
to feixe, hs&reius fax, on all his ihifumcked 

The commodore having put his fhip into 
very good condition at Maooa # by the affiflance 
of the Chinefe* and having i-eecivcrf on board 
/ome Indian .at*d J>utch failors, who appeared 
40 him to be .ufeful 'hands,, he let .fail qgpjfe 
:prctcnding to go to Batavia, and even giving 
•it out fo to bis crew; but having, in rodity, 
no otherjdefignthan to return to the Philippine 
iflantls in purfuit «f *he galleon* which hej>ie- 
♦fumed would J*ow be.in this latitude. As fcpfl 
«s he was nut at fea, he imparled his project tp 
his people* The<f dea qf fo rich a pri*e in- 
ipircd them with joy and hope., *nd redoubled 
(their courage : jn :fine t pn tbe ^th pf June 
•4 743, they difctveredihia fo-imicbrdafvttd Jhip 
Advancing towards Manilla; it mounted Jixty- 

fcur 
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four. guns, twenty-eight of which were only 
four pounders. The crew confifted-of five 
hundred and fifty men 4 the treafure it carried 
amounted Jto n& jnore than about fifteen hun- 
dred thoufaadpiaftres in filyer, with fomeco- 
•chineal ; for the whole treasure, which is com- 
monly of twice that amount, having been di- 
vided, had beentranfported in another galleon. 

The commodore had only two hundred and 
forty men on board his fhip. The captain of 
the galleon .perceiving *he enemy, chofe rather 
to rifle the treafure, than to lofe his honour by 
flying from an Engliihman, and boldly crouded 
all his fail to come to engage him. 

The rage of feizing on riches, which is 
ftronger than theduty of preferving them for a 
Sovereign ; the expertnefs of the JEnglifh, and 
the flrilful manoeuvres of the commodore, 
gained him the victory. He had only two men 
killed in the engagement ; the galleon loft fixty- 
feven, and had eighty-four wounded ; yet ftill 
the captain had more people left than the com- 
modore, twhen he furrendered. The conqueror 
xeturned to Canton with this rich prize; there 
he fjupported the honour of his country, by re- 
filling to pay the emperor of China the duties 
which are Jaid on .all foreign /hips. He in* 
lifted that a <aaaa of war was;not fabje&to any, 
and bis re&kltira daisied As $ahrt. The §0- 



7* TfiE AGE OF 

vernor of Canton gave him an audience, to 
which he was conduced through a double file 
of foldiers, to the number of ten thoufand ; 
after which he returned home by the iflands of 
Sunda, and by the cape of Good Hope. Ha- 
ving thus made the tour of the world victorious, 
*he landed in England on the 4th of June 1 744. 

He caufed the treafures he had taken to be 
carried to London in triumph, in thirty- two 
waggons, amidft the acclamations of the po- 
pulace, and the mufic of drums and trumpets. 
His prizes in filver and gold were cftimated at 
ten millions of French money, which were the 
fole property of the commodore, his officer, 
failors, and foldiers ; the king claiming no part 
of the fruit of their fatigues, and of their valour. 
Thefe riches foon circulating in the nation, 
contributed to enable her to fupport the im- 
menfe expences of the war. 

Some common privateers, however, took 
more confiderable prizes in proportion. Cap- 
tain Talbot, with a fingle vcfTcl, took two 
French (hips, which he imagined at firfl cam: 
from Martinico, and contained only common 
merchandize ; but thefe two Malorine veilels 
had been freighted by the Spaniards before war 
had been declared between France and Eng- 
land, and thought to return home with great 
fafety. A Spaniard, who had been governor 
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of IW«i, was on board one of thefe Chips, and 
they were* both laden with treafures, confifting 
of gold, filveiy diamonds, and the moft valuable 
merchandize. This prize was eftimatcd at 
twenty-fix millions of livres : the privateer's 
people were fo aftonifhed at the riches they faw^ 
that they did not condefeend, as ufual, to take 
away the jewels which the Spanifo paflengcrs 
wore, though there was fcarce any that had not 
a fword mounted in gold, and a ring upon his 
finger, yet they did not touch one of them ; 
and when Talbot arrived with his prizes fafc 
at Kingfale in Ireland, he gave twenty guineas 
to each of the failors, and to all the Spani(h 
footmen. The booty was divided between two 
privateers* one of which had been Talbot's com- 
panion, but left him to purfue, though without 
fuccefs, another veffel, named the Efperancey 
which was the richeft of the three. Each Tai- 
lor of the two privateers had eight hundred 
and fifty guineas for his {hare. The two cap- 
tains had each three thoufand five hundred 
guineas ; and the remainder was divided among 
the owners of the privateers,- after it had been 
tranfported in triumph from Briftol to London 
in forty-three waggons. The greatcft part of 
this money was lent to the king himfelf, who 
paid intereft for it to the proprietors ; — this 
fingle prize was worth more than a ^erf* \*- 



74 THE AGE OF 

venue of all Flanders. One may judge bow 
far fuch adventures encouraged the Englifh to 
go a cruifing, and raifed the hopes of one part 
of the nation, who faw fuch prodigious advan- 
tages arifing from the public calamities of war. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Louisbourg. Sea Engagements. Immcnfe 
Prizes made by the Englifh.' 

ANOTHER cntcrprize, begun later than 
that of admiral Anion, (hews what a nation 
may accompliQi which is at once commercial 
and warlike. I mean the fiegc of Louifbourg. 
This was not an operation of the cabinet-coun- 
cil at London ; it was the fruit of the valour 
of fomc private merchants in New England. 
This colony, one of the molt flourifhing be- 
longing to the Englifh nation, is fituated at 
about eighty leagues diitancc from the iflandof 
Louifbourg or Cape Breton ; an ifland at that 
time of vaft importance to the French, being 
fituated towards the mouth of the river St. Law- 
rence, which is the key to their poflefiions in 
North America. This territory had been con- 
firmed to France by the peace of Utrecht. The 
cod-tiQicry carried on in thefe parts, was the 
2 taurc&, 
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fbnrce of an advantageous commerce, which 
employed annually abore five hundred vefiels 
belonging to Bayonne, St. Jean de Luz, Ha- 
vre-de-Grace$ and other fea-pofts in France ; 
and they brought home at leaft three thoufand 
tuns of oil proper for a variety of manufactures. 
It was a nurfery for failors ; and the commerce 
in oil, joined to that of the cod-fUherjr, gave 
employment to ten thoufand men, and cir- 
culated ten millions of money*' 

A merchant* of the name of Vaughan, pro* 
pofed to his fellow-countrymen of New Eng- 
land to raife troops to befiege Louiibourg. This 
idea was received with applaufe ; and a lot- 
tery was fet on foot* the produce of which paid 
a fmall army of four thoufand men, which was 
railed, accoutred, and provided with tranfports 
at the fole expence of the inhabitants. They 
even nominated a General, but it was neceflary 
to have the confent of the court of London, 
and the afliitance of fome {hips of the line. 
The requifition was no fooner made than 
granted. The court fen t admiral Warren with 
four men of war to protect this enterprize of a 
whole nation. 

Louiibourg might have been defended, and 
rendered all thefo efforts ufelefs, if it had 
been provided with fufficient ammunition; 
but it is the fate of mofk fettlemcnts at -\ $\t- 
£ 2 taxied 
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tance, that we very rarely fend them what is 
neceflary in proper rime. On the tirft news of 
the preparations making againft this colony, 
the French minifter of the marine department, 
fent off a fix ty- four-gun fhip, laden with every. 
thing that was wanting at Louifbourg. This 
fhip arrived juft in time to be taken, at the en- 
trance of the harbour, by the Englifli. The 
governor of the town, after a vigorous defence 
of fifty days, was obliged to furrender. The- 
Englifh prefcribed their own tetmsj one of 
which was, that they themfelves would tranf- 
port the garrifon and all the inhabitants, amoun- 
ting to two thoufand people, to France. Some 
months after they were accordingly furprifed at 
Breft, to fee an entire French colony, left upon 
their ft rand by Englifh (hips. 

The taking of Louifbourg was befides fatal 
to the French Eaft-India company, which had 
undertaken to farm the fur trade of Canada, fo 
that their fhips, on their return from India, 
often came and wartcred at Louifbourg. Two 
large fhips belonging to the company arrived 
there immediately after it was taken, and fur- 
rendered. This was not all — a fatality, not 
lefs fingular, farther enriched the new pofteflbrs 
of Cape Breton, — a large fhip, named the Ef- 
perancc, which had cfcaped the privateers, 
thought, like the others, that (he fhould be 

fate 
2 
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fife iii the harbour of Louifbourg, and, like 
them, was loft. The lading of thefe three 
ihips, which came from the heart of Afia and 
America only to furrender themfelves in this 
manner, amounted to twenty-five millions of 
livres. If war for a long time has been allowed 
to be a game at chance, we may fay that the 
Englifh, in one year, won at this game about 
three millions fterling. The conquerors not 
only ma<Je fure of keeping pofleilion of Lou- 
ilbourg for ever, but they made preparations 
for feiziiig on all New Fiance. 

It fhould fcem, however, as if the Englifh 
ought to have undertaken more important ma- 
ritime cnt^rprizes j for they had, at this time, 
fix men of war of one hundred guns, thirteen 
of ninety, fifteen of eighty > twenty- fix of ie- 
▼cnty, thirty-three of iixty, thirty-feven from 
£fty to fifty- four, and under this rate, from the 
largeft frigates of forty guns down to the leaft» 
they reckoned one hundred and fifteen j they 
hadbefidts fourteen bomb-veflels, and ten fire- 
(hips j in all, two hundred and fixty-three fiups 
of the line, beiides letttr-of-mark floops and 
tranfports : — -this navy was provided with for*y 
thoufand failors. No nation ever poffeffed fuch 
a maritime force* All thefe fhips could not be 
armed at once, far from it ; the number of fol- 
diers was too difproportionate, but notwith- 
i£ 3 Handing 
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{tending this, in the years 1746 and 17479 ft* 
Englifh had, at one tiipe, a fleet in the Irifli 
and Scotch Teas, another at S pithead, another 
in the Eaft-Indies, another off Jamaica, another 
at Antigua, and they (till kept fitting out new 
fleets, as occafion required. 

France was obliged to aft on the defenfive 
by Tea during the whole war, having in all but 
about thirty-five {hips of the line to oppofethis 
formidable power. It became every day more 
difficult to fupport the colonies. If large fup- 
plies were not fent to them* they remained en- 
tirety at the mercy of the Engtifli fleets > if the 
Sonvoysfet fail from Frajic$,or from the iflands f 
they ran the rifle of being taken with the (hips, 
that efcorted them. In fad, the French fuf- 
fered occafionally the moft terrible lofles ; for 
a fleet of merchant-men, cpming to France 
frcm Martiiiico, convoyed by four men of war, 
was met by an Englilh fleet ; thirty of themer* 
chant-fliips were taken, funk, or run afhore j 
and two of the men of war, one of which was. 
an eighty-gun {hip, fell into the hands of the 
enemy. 

A fruitk-fs attempt was made to pafs to 
North America, in order to attempt the re- 
taking of Cape Breton, or to deftroy the Eng- 
lifli colony of Annapolis in Nova-Scotia. The 
duke d'Anville, ofthe hpufe of Rochefoucauld 

was. 
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fent there with fourteen (hips of the line ; 
he was a man of great bravery, and endowed 
with that politenefs which the French alone 
preferve amidft the ferocity which is remarkable 
in the fea-fervice ; but his bodily ftrength was 
not anfaerable to the greatnefs of his foul. 
He died on the Savage coaft of Chibo&ou, after 
having feen his fleet difperfed by a violent ftorro. 
Several of the (hips were loft, others were driven 
fo far from the reft, that they fell into the band* 
of the Eaglifl* 

However, it often happened, that expert 
officers, who convoyed fleets of French mer- 
chant-men, knew how to conduct them home 
in fafety, notwithftanding the nuinerou* fleets 
cf the enemy - 

A very fuccefsful inftance of this was given 
in the fktlful conduct of Monf. du Bois dc ia 
Motte, at that time captain of a man of war, 
who, as he was conducting a convoy of eighty 
(ail from the French American iilands, was 
attacked by an entire fquadron r and hid the 
dexterity to draw all the enemy's fire upon 
himfelf, while his convoy flipt away, whicn he 
afterwards rejoined, and conducted to Port 
Royal in St. Domingo. From thence he en- 
gaged the enemy a fecond time, and brought 
home to France upwards of fixty fail ; but of 
E 4 courfe 
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courfe the Englifh navy in the end,, deftroyed 
that of France, and ruined its commerce. 

One of (heir moftfignal advantages at fea was 
the Engagement off Cape Finifterre $ an en- 
gagement in which they took fix of the king's 
large fhips, and feven belonging to the Eaft- 
India company, armed like men of war, four 
of which ftruck during the combat, and the 
three others afterwards \ the crews amounting 
to four thoufand men. 

London is full of merchants and fea- faring 
men, who interest themfclves much more in 
fucceJTcs at. fea, than in all that panes in Ger- 
many or Flanders. The tranfports of joy were 
unparalleled in ibat city, when the fame Cen- 
turion, which had been fo celebrated for failing 
roun J the world, arrived in the Thames, and 
brought the news of the victory off Finifterre, 
gained by the fame Anfon, (who, with great 
nitt ice, had been created vice-admiral) in con- 
jun'fiion with admiral Warren. Twenty-two 
waggons arrived at London foon after with the 
{.old, filvcr, and other effects taken from the 
French fleet. The lofs of thefe cficdb, to- 
gether with the {hips, was ell i mated at more 
tljan twenty millions of French li\ res. 

Of the filvcr taken at this time, fome money 
was coined, the legend of which was the word 

Finifterre, 
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.Finifferre, which ferved both for a flattering 
remembrance of the vi&ory^ and an encourage- 
ment to the people. It was a glorious imitation 
of the ancient cuftom among the Romans of 
engraving in this manner on their current mo* 
ney, the moft remarkable events of the empire. 
This Vi&ory was not fo furprifing as it was 
happy and ufeful. The admirals Warren and 
Anfon had fought with feventeen mips of the 
line, againft fix of the French, the beft of which,, 
in point of conftrti&ion, was not equal to the 
fmaUeft {hip of the Engliih fleet. 

But it was really aftonifhing that the mar- 
qutfs de la Joncquiere^ who commanded this 
fquadron, after having maintained the engage- 
ment for a long time, mould be able to manage 
fo as. to let his convoy, which he had brought 
from Marti nico, efcape. The captain of the 
Windfor exprefles himfelf in thefe terms in a 
letter on the fubjeft of this engagement : " I 
" never faw better behaviour than that of the 
* c French commodore : and, to fay the truth, 
" all the officers of that nation fhewed great 
" bravery, not one of them furrendered 'till it 
" was impombleto work the fhipany longer." 
The French had now only {even mips remain- 
ing in thefe feas, deftined to convoy the mer- 
chant-fhips from the American ifles, under the 
E 5 command 
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command of Monficur de l'Eftanduere.- Thejr 
were met by fourteen Englifh fhips; they? 
fought, as at Finifterre r .witb the fame valour 
- and the fame fortune. Numbers carried the 
day, and admiral Hawke conveyed fix of the 
feven French {hips into the Thames. 

France had then but one man of war re- 
maining ; and the mifmanagement of cardinal 
Fleury in. neglecting the marine, was acknow- 
ledged in its full extent.. This fault is not 
eafily repaired y fometimes an excellent land 
army has been formed in two or three yeacs by 
experienced,, affiduous generals ; but it takes 
a long lime to eftablifh a formidable maritime 
force.. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

State of Affairs in India, Madrass, and 
Pondicherry. The Expedition of 
La Bourdon.naie j the Con dud of. 
Dv Pleix, &c. 

WHI LE the Englifh were carry irrg their 
victorious arms over To many feas, and 
the whole globe was become the theatre of 
war, they began to feel its effects in their co- 
lony of Madrafs. A perfon named Mahe de la : ' 
Bourdonnaic, who was at once a merchant and 
a foldieF, avenged the honour of the French 
flag in the heart of Afia. 

To render this event more diftincl, it ir 
neceflary to give fome idea of India ; of the 
European commerce in that rich and extenfive 
country, and of the rivalry fubffting amonjj 
them, which* is. often- kept up by force of arms. 

Though fuch multitudes of Europeans have' 
gone to India, where they have cftablifhcd fet- 
tlements, and carried on war, by which feveral 
have am a fled immenfe fortunes, few have ap- 
plied themfelves- to the ftudy of the antiquities 
of that country, formerly more famous for its 

laws 
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laws and fciences, than for its riches, which arc 

now become the only object of our voyages. 

An Englifli gentleman *> who refided thirty 
years in Bengal, and who underftands the an- 
cient and modern languages of the Bramin? r 
has deftroyed the vain collection of errors 
which has hitherto filled our hiftories of In- 
dia f j at the fame time he has confirmed the. 
opinions which a fmall number of the learned 
had long entertained, ' This country, without 
difpute, was the mod early civilized in the 
world \ even the learned Chinefe give up the 
fuperiority. The mod ancient* monuments- 
that the emperor Camhi had collected in his 
cabinet were all Indian, The learned and in- 
defatigable Engl ifliman, who in the year 1754, 
copied their moft ancient written law, named 
the Shafta, prior to their Wedam, afferts, that 
at that time it was four thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty-fix years old ; and, if we can, believe 
him, this book of laws, the moft ancient in the 
world, was, a long time before that period, re- 
ligioufly prefcrved by tradition, as well as by 
ancient hieroglyphics. 

• Mr. Holwell. 

f " I havcitudicd, (fays he) all that has be*n written 
*"' concerning the Indians, Lorn Arrian down to the Abbe 
•* Cuion, and have found nothing but errors and fal- 
« Ihoods." 

It 
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It &a common practice in all the hiftories of 
India, copied without examining one another, to- 
divide all the Indian nations into Mahometan 
idolaters ;. yet it is affirmed that the Bramins- 
and Banians, far from being idolaters, have 
always acknowledged one God, creator, whom 
their books, every where ftile the E t e r n a l, 
and they (till reverence him amidft all the fu- 
perftitions which disfigure their ancient religion^ 
We have hitherto believed, on feeing the mon- 
ftrous figures expofed in their temples for publ.'c 
worfhip, that they adore devils, although they 
never heard of the devil j thefe fymbolical re-' 
prefentations being only emblems of the vir- * 
tues. They generally defcribe virtue as an 
handfome woman, with ten arms to refift temp- 
tations. She wearsacrown, is mounted onadra- 
gon, and holds in one of her right hands a pike, 
refembling at the point, a flower-de-luce. This 
is not a proper place to enter into a detail of 
all their ancient ceremonies, which they have 
preferved even to our times, nor to explain the 
Shatabad, and the Wedam, nor to fliew how 
far the modern Eramirw have degenerated from 
their anceftors -> yet notwithftanding their fub- 
jedion to the Tartars, and the great avarice 
and debauchery of the Europeans fettled on 
their coafts, have in general made them wicked 
and deceitful; the author, who lived long 
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amongft them, obferves, that the Bramins, who 
are not corrupted by converging with the Eu- 
ropean merchants, nor by intriguing at the 
courts of the nabobs, " Afford the pureft mo- 
" del of true piety„ which is to be found on the 
" face of the earth.*." 

The climate of India,, is, without doubt, the 
moft favourable of any to human nature ; nor 
is it there uncommon to fee people fix fcore 
years of age The wretched narratives of ouc 
India company,, inform us r that in a battle be* 
tween two tyrants of that country, one of them 
named Anaverdikan, whom we caufed to be 
affaflinated by a* treacherous" attendant, was 
one hundred and. feven years old,, which did 
not prevent him however from rallying his 
troops three times. The emperor Aurengzcbe 
lived above one hundred years j and Nifan El- 
moluk, grand chancellor of the empire under 
Mahomet Schah,. who was dethroned and re- 
ftored by Shah Nadir, died upwards of one 
hundred years old ; fo that whoever lives fo- 

* The high pricft of the ifland of Cheringam, in the 
province of Arete, who jnltified the chevalier Law, 
aguinfl the accufations of governor du Pleix, was an ckl 
man, a^cd one hundred years, and rcfpccled for his in. 
coriuptihic virtue j he underftood the French language, 
arid was of i;rcat fwTvice to the Eaft-India company. It 
wa* he that tranllated the Ezour-Wedam j the manu- 
script of which I icnt to the royal library. 

beily 
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Berly in that countiy enjoys a long and health- 
fttl life./ 

If the Indians had remained unknown to the* 
Tartars and to us, they would have been the 
happieft people in* the world. Though the 
ancient immemorial cuitom of their philosophers 
ending their days upon a pile of barning wood, 
in hopes of again beginning a new life; and 
that of the women being burned on the bodies of 
their hufbamte, in order to be born with them 
again under a different fhape, provethem to be 
very fuperftitious^ yet it (hews a courage to 
which we do not approach. Formerly, they 
dreaded killing their fellow-creatures, but had 4 
no fear of deftroying themfelves $ indeed, the 
women of the tribe of Bramins, continue to 
burn themfelvesy bu t not fo. frequently as be- 
fore. Our penitents afflict their bodies, but 
thofe deftroy them ; and both aft againft the 
intention of nature,, with the notion that this 
body will thereby be rendered more happy. 

The averfioh to fpill the blood of beafts irr 
that ancient nation, increafed that of deftroying 
mankind ; but fuch mildnefs of manners made 
them always very bad foldiers ; and it is to that 
tendernefcthat their misfortunes and flavery owe 
their origin. The Tartar government, pre- 
cifely the fame with that of our ancient grand' 
fiefs, prevails in mbft of thofe nations, fub*. 

jeding 
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je&ing them to little plunderers! who are named 
by the viceroys, while the latter are appointed 
by the emperor. "; Such is the polity which 
" was cftablifhed in Europe, Alia, and Africa, 
« by the Goths, Vandals, Franks and Turks,. 
" who all came originally from Tartary, — a 
« government entirely contrary to that of the- 
" ancient Romans, and ftill more Co to that of 
" the Chinefe ; the beft in the world, next to< 
" that of the fmall number of civilized dates* 
" who have preferved their liberty." 

The Marattas are almoft the only free people 
in that extenfive country ; they inhabit the 
mountains behind the Malabar coaft, between 
Goa and Bombay, for the fpace of feven huu* 
dred miles and upwards. They are the Swifs 
of India ; like the Swifs, they are warriors, 
lefs polifhed, but more numerous, and therefore 
more formidable. The viceroys, who arc often 
sit war with one another, purchafc their affi- 
ftance, and even while they pay them, dread 
their power. 

The vaft fuperiocity of genius and flrength 
which the Europeans poflefs above the oriental 
Afiatics,.is fuftkicntly proved by the conquests 
gained by our people in thofc nations, and for 
which they are conftantly fighting wich each 
other. The Portuguefe, who were the firft 
that fettled on thecoafts of India, carried their 

anus 
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arm* and religion to the extent of more than 
two thousand leagues; having factories and 
forts which mutually alfifted each other, from 
the cipc of Good Hope, as far as Malucca. 
When Philip IL was matter of Portugal, he 
might have formed an empire in India, at lead 
as advantageous as that of Mexico and Peru, 
and had it not been for the courage and induftry 
of the Dutch, and afterwards of the Kngliib, 
the pope would have conferred more real bi- 
shoprics in thofe immenfe territories than he 
beftows in Italy, and have drawn from thence 
more money than he can from all the people 
that are fubje& to the papal chair. 

It is well known that the Dutch have the 
largeft Settlements in that part of the world ; 
which extend from the iflands of Sunda to the 
coaft of Malabar ; next to them the Englifh, 
who are powerful on the two coafts of the Pe- 
ainfula of India, and as far as Bengal ; and the 
French, who came laft, have the (mailed {bare, 
(o that they have not been more fortunate in 
the E aft- Indies, than they were in the Weft. 

The French company, which was eftablifbed 
by Louis XIV. was duTolved in 1 712, and again 
fet on foot at Pondicberry in 1720, as has been 
obferved, in a very flourishing condition-, it 
bad a great many ibips, fome clerks, directors, 
and even artillery and foldiers \ but it never 

could. 
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could by its trade yield the fmal left dividend to 
the proprietors ; and, what is remarkable, this 
is the only trading company in Europe that 
comes under the fame predicament ; for, to 
fa&, neither proprietors nor creditors have re- 
ceived any payment but what arofe from the 
king's grant of part of the duties on tobacco, 
which is entirely foreign to tbcirtrade ; by that 
•lone it fucceeded at Pondicherry, for the re- 
turns in money were applied to augment its 
funds, to fortify and cmbellrfh the town, and 
procure ufeful allies among the Indians. 

Du Pleix, a man as a&ive as intelligent, 
and as ftudious as laborious, had a long time 
prefided in the factory of Chandernagor upon 
the Ranges, in the rich and fertile province of 
Bengal, about thirteen hundred miKs from Pon- 
dicherry j he had there formed a con/i&rable 
fettlcmcnt, had built a town, and fitted out 
fifteen (hips ; — this was a conqueft by genius- 
and induftry, greatly preferable to all other. 
The company then found it to their intereft 
to allow every individual to trade for his own- 
benefit ; the manager, in their fcrvice acquired 
an immenfe fortune, while every body became 
enriched ; he likewife made another fett lenient 
at Patna, going up the Ganges, within thirty 
leagues of Benares, the ancient fchool of the 
Bmchmans. 

So 
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So many fervices juftly procured bim the 
government of the French fettlements at Pon- 
dicherry in the year 1742, when the war broke 
out between England and France.. It has al- 
ready been remarked that the eflfe&s of thefe 
wars are always felt to the extremities of the 
world, in Afta and in America* 

The city of Madra/s, in the province of 
Arcot, which belongs ta th.e EngLifb, is about 
ninety miles diftant from Pondiqberry, and that 
fettlemeqt is of as. great confequence to Eng- 
land as Pondicherry is to France. Thefe twa 
cities are rivals, but the commerce between, 
that part of the world and ours, and the Eu- 
ropean induflry is fo. active, and fo much fu- 
perior to that of the Indians, that thefe twa . 
colonies might enrich thentfelves without hurt? 
ing each other* 

Du Plci.x, as governor of Pondicherry, and 
commander in chief of the French nation in 
India, hadpropofed a neutrality to the Englifh 
company, than which nothing could be more 
fuitable ta traders, who ought not to fell filks,. 
muflins, and pepper,, fword -in-hand, as com-. 
njerce is intended to be the tie of nations, to 
comfort the earth, and not to. lay it wafte.. 
Humanity and reafon. dictated this propofal,. 
reje&ed by pride and avarice. The Englifh. 
promifed themfelvcs* not without fonie proba^ 

bilitj^ 
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bility, to become conquerors in the Indies, st 
in other paris of the globe, and thereby to put 
a period to the French Eaft- India company. 

Mahedela*Bourdonnaie,Iikethe Du Quefncs, 
the Barts, and the Du Gue Trouins, was ca- 
pable of doing a great deal with little, and was 
no lefs convcrfent in commerce than he was 
fkilful in fea affairs. He was governor of the 
Hlands of Bourbon and Mauritius, by the king's 
appointment, but under the di reel ion of the 
company ; — thofe iflands had flourifhed gre tly 
tinder his ad m migration. In 1746, he armed 
nine fhips of war, with which he failed from Bour- 
bon, having on board about two thoufand three 
hundred white, and eight hundred lack troops* 
all difciplined by hinifclf, and whom he had 
Utrade excellent engineers. An Englifli fqua- 
dron, under the command of admiral Barnet, 
was cruifing in thofe feas* and not only de- 
fended Madrafs, but molefted Pondicherry, 
and took a great number of prizes ; — this fleet 
he attacked and difperfed on the 6th of July; 
and then, without lofs of time, went to lay fiege 
to Madrafs. 

Several deputies came to reprefent to him, 
that it was not allowed to attack the territories 
of the Great Mogul ; they were in the right, 
for it is the greatcft weaknefs in the AJhtic 
cionarcbs tofufferit, and the height of Euro- 
pean 
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jean audacity to attempt it. The French, how- 
ever landed without refiftance, and planted their 
cannon before the walls of a place badly for* 
tified, with a garrifon of onjy five hundred fol- 
diers.for its defence. The Englifh fettlement 
confided of fort St. George, where the magazines 
were all kept in the White-Town inhabited 
only by Europeans, and of the Black-Town 
peopled by merchants and mechanics from all 
the nations of India, Jews, Banians, Armenians, 
Mahometans, and Pagans, alfo red Indians, and 
others of a copper colour. This multitude 
amounted to fifty thoufand fouls. The go- 
vernor was foon forced to furrender, and the 
ranfom of the city was valued at eleven hun- 
dred thoufand pagodas, which is eftimated at 
nine millions of French livres. 

Bourdonnaie had pofitive orders from the 
minifbry, c< Not to hold any of the conquefts 
<< that he might make in India ;" — orders as in- 
confiderate, perhaps, as all are which are given 
at a diftance from the fcene of action, on fub- 
je&s that are not therefore within the reach of 
knowledge. However, he punctually obeyed 
his inftru&ions, and received hoftages and fure- 
ties for the ranfom of this cpnqueit, which he 
did not keep. Never was known more punc- 
tual obedience, accompanied with greater fer- 
vice. He bad the. merit alfp of eftablifhing 

order 
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order in the town ; of calming the terrors of 
the women, (who had all fled for refuge inW 
the churches and pagodas) to deliver them with 
honour from their fears, and, at lad, to make 
the nation vi&orious, refpe&ablc, and efteemed 
by the conquered, 

It has almoft always been the fate of France, 
that its enterprizcs, and even fuccefles, out of 
its frontiers, have become fataU Du Pleix, 
governor of the India company, had the mis- 
fortune to be jealous of Bourdonnaie ; he an- 
nulled the capitulation ; feizcd his (hips, and 
would even have put him under arreft. 

The Englifh* and the inhabitantsof Madraft, 
who relied upon the law of nations, were (truck 
with aftonifhment at this infraction of the treaty, 
and word of honour, given by Bourdonnaie. 
But their indignation was raifed to its higheft 
pitch, when Du Pleix deftroyed the Black* 
Town, and laid it in ruins. This piece of 
barbarity was greatly injurious to the innocent 
Colomfts* without being of the leaft advantage 
to the French. The ranfom, which (hould 
have been received, was loft, and the French 
name became deteft able throughout all India. 

In the midft of the difcontent, reproaches, 
and bad humour which were occasioned by fucb 
a behaviour, Du Pleix made the council and 
principal citizens of Pondicberry, who were 

under 
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micr his command, (ign the moil bitter me- 
morials againfl his rival : accufing him of ha- 
ving demanded too fmall aranfom for Madrais, 
and of having received, for himfelf, pre fen t* 
of too great a value. ' 

At laft, as a rlward for fuch a fignal fervice, 
the conqueror of Madrafs, on his arrival at 
Paris, was (hut up in the baftile, where he 
remained three years and a half, while they were 
fending to India for evidences to appear againfl 
htm ; ncr was he permitted to fee his wife and 
children : — thus cruelly punifhed on fufpicion 
only, he contracted a mortal diftemper in the 
prifon ; but before it put a period to his life 
he was declared innocent by the commiffion of 
the council appointed for his trial. It was 
doubted whether it afforded him greater com- 
fort or grief, in being juftified fo late, and to fo 
little purpofe. Nor was any recompence made 
to his family by the court ; indeed the public 
bellowed upon him the flattering title of La 
Bourdonnaie, the avenger of France, and the 
vidim of envy. 

But loon after, the fame public forgave his 
enemy Du Pleix,when he defended Pondicherry 
againfl the Englifh, who befieged it by fea and 
land, under the command of admiral Bofcawen, 
who attacked it with about four thoufand Eng- 
lifh and Dutch foldiers, and as many Indians, 

reinforced 
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reinforced by the greated part of the failon 
from his fleet, confuting of twenty-one fail. 
Mr. Du Pleix then acted as commander, en- 
gineer, and commiffary of (tores j his indefa- 
tigable care was fecondedby Mr. de Bufll, who 
often rcpulfed the bcfiegers at the head of a 
body of volunteers. All the officers there gave 
proofs of courage which defcrved the gratitud: 
of their country , fo that the capital of the 
French colonies, which was thought to be 
unable to rcfift, was, for this time, faved. 
This was one of the operations which at laft 
procured the grand ribband of St. Louis to 
Mr. Du FJcix ; an honour which had never 
been confercd on any body out of the military 
fcrvice. Wc fhall fee in what manner he be- 
came the protector and conqueror of the In- 
dian viceroys, and what cataftrophc folIowcJ 
too much glory. 
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CHAP. XXX. . 

The Peace of Aix-la-Ch apelle. 

IN this flow and ebb of fuccefles and lofTes, 
almoit common in every war, Louis XV. 
continued to be victorious in the Low Coun- 
tries. Maeftricht was already on the point of 
furrendering to marflial Saxe, who befieged it 
in the belt form ever attempted by any General, 
and from thence all was open to Nimuegen.. 
The Dutch were under great confternation, 
there being near thirty-five thoufand of their 
foldiers prifoners in France, and more dreadful 
difafters than thofe of the year 1672 feemed to 
threaten that republic. But what Francegained 
on one fide, was lofl: on the other ; — its co- 
lonies were expofed, — its commerce ruined, 
and its navy deftroyed. As all the contending 
nations were fuffercrs, fo all of them flood in 
need of a peace, as it happened in former wars. 
Near feven thoufand trading vcflels belonging 
to France, Spain, England and Holland, had 
teen taken in the courfe of their reciprocal 
depredations ; from hence it may be concluded, 
that above fifty thpufand families had fuftaincd 
confiderahle lofles ; additional f to thefe mif- 
Vol. II. F fortunes 
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fortunes, was the vaft number of flain, and the 
difficulty of railing recruit:;, which happens in 
every war. One half of Germany and Italy, 
together with the Low Countries, had been 
laid waflej and to increafe and prolong fo 
many difafters, the money of England and 
Holland had engaged thirty-five thou fa nd 
Ruffians who were then in Franconia ; fo that 
the fame troops, which had conquered the 
Turks and Swedes, were about to approach 
the frontiers of France. 

But what particularly diftinguifhes this war, 
is, that after every victory, gained by Louis XV. 
he made offers of peace, which had never been 
accepted ; at lair, indeed, when they faw Ma> 
ftricht was going to fall after Bergen-op-zoom, 
and that Holland was in danger, the enemy, in 
their turn, fued for peace*, which was become 
necefTary to all parties. 

The marquifs de St. Scverin, one of the ple- 
nipotentiaries from France, at the congrefs of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, began by declaring, that he 

* Every other hiftorhn contradict* this aflertion cf 
M. Voltaire, by maintaining, that though none of the 
belligerent powers could conceal their falsity delin? to 
terminate die war; yet all the mcai'ures taken for holding 
the congrefs which produced the peace of 1748, were m 
confluence of the repeated iniUncet of the mini Iter* of 
Louis XV. at the fevcral courts of Europe, but parti- 
cularly at thole of Vienna, the Hague and London. 

came 
1 
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came to fulfil the words of his maftzr : « That 
" he would make peace not as a merchant, but 
" as a king," 

As Lou.is XV. wanted nothing for himfelf, 
he ufed his intercft for his allies ; by that peace, 
he confirmed the kingdom of the Two Sicilies 
to his relation Don Carlos ; he likewife fettled 
his ft>n-in-law Don Philip, in Parma, Pla- 
centia and Guaftella; and his ally the duke of 
Modena, fon-in-law to the duke of Orleans, 
formerly regent, was reinftated in the poflefiion 
of his territories, which he had loft in efpoufmg 
the caufe of France ;->-Genoa again enjoyed all 
its rights. Thus it appeared more honourable, 
and even more advantageous to the court of 
France, to think of nothing but the good of its 
allies, than to infill -«pon having two pr three 
towns in Flanders, which would only have been 
an eternal object, of jcaloufy. 

England, which had no other particular in- 
tereft in this general war, befides that of one 
fliip, loft in it a great deal of blocd and treafure, 
and the affair of that fhip remained, after all, 
in the fame fituation. The king of Pruflia 
was the greateft gainer ; he retained the con- 
queft of Silefia, at a time when all the powers 
agreed not to fuffer the aggrandizing of any 
prince. The duke of Savoy, king of Sardinia, 
ftood next to the king of Pruffia, in point of 
F 2 advantage, 
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advantage, the queen of Hungary having given 
him part of the Milanefe for his alliance. 

After this peace, France rc-eftablifhed itfelf 
in the fame manner as after the peace of Utrecht, 
and became ftill more flourifhin*. At that time, 
the Chriftian part of Europe was divided into 
two great parties, who watched one another, 
and who, on each fide, fupported that balance 
which had been the pretext for fo many wars, 
though it ought to infure continual peace. 
The ftates of the emprefs queen of Hungary, 
and part of Germany, Ruffia, England, Hol- 
land, and Sardinia, formed one of chefe grand 
factions, while France, Spain, the Two Sicilies, 
Pruffia and Sweden compofed the other. As 
all the powers continued in arms, a lading 
tranquility was expected even from the fear with 
which cne half of Europe feemed toinfpirethe 
* other. 

Louis XIV. was the firft who kept up thofe 
numerous forces, which obliged the other 
princes to make the fame efforts ; fo that after 
the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1748, the 
Chriftian powers of Europe had about a mil- 
lion of men under arms, perhaps to the detri- 
ment of arts and neceflary profeffions, but par- 
ticularly to agriculture. They flattered them- 
felves that for a long time there would be no 
aggreiior, becaufc all the dates were armed to 

-defend 
\ 
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defend thcmfelves ; but they flattered themfelves 



in vain. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

The State of Europe in 175S Lisbon 
deftroyed. Confpiracies and Punifhments in 
Sweden. Dreadful Wars for fome Ter- 
ritories towards Canada. The taking of 
Port-Mahon by Marfhal Richelieu. 

EUROPE never enjoyed fuch happy times 
as from the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in 
174.8, to about the year 1755. Trade flou- 
rifhcd from Peterfbourg even to Cadiz ; the 
fine arts were every where refpeiied ; a general 
harmony prevailed among all nations, and Eu- 
rope refeinbled a large family reconciled after 
a quarrel. The frefh troubles of Europe 
feemed to be announced by earthquakes, 
which were felt in feveral countries, out in 
a more terrible manner at Lifbon in Portugal. 
One third of that city was thrown down upon 
its innabitants, and thirty thoufand men de- 
ftroyed. This fiiock extended into Spain, 
where the fmail town of Setubal was almoifc 
deftroyed, others damaged ; and the fea riiing 
F 3 higher 
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higher than the quay at Cadiz, fwallowed up 
all that came in its way. 

The earthquakes which {hook Europe, were 
likewife felt in Africa ; and the fame day that 
the inhabitants of Lilbon periihed, the earth 
opened near Morocco, where a whole tribe of 
Arabs was byried in the abyfs j and the cities 
of Fez and Mequincz were ftill greater fufferen 
than Lifbon. 

This fcourge, ought, in all appearance, to 
have made mankind confider, that they were, 
in fact, victims to death, and fhould therefore 
comfort one another. The Portuguefe believed 
that the mercy of God might be obtained by 
burning fome Jews, and other perfons, in what 
they ca.l an Auto-da-fe, or a % & of faith, which 
other nations regarded ai an act of barbarity - f 
but even from that time, meafures were taken, 
in other parts of Europe, to dye, with blood, 
that earth which had been (halting under our 
feet. 

The firft fatal cataftrophc happened in Swo 
den j that kingdom had become a republic, of 
. which the king was only a firft magiftrate, 
being obliged to conform to the plurality of 
voices in the fenate. The dates, compofed of 
the nobility, hurgeffes, clergy, and p^afants, 
could indeed alter the laws of the fenate, but 
the king did not poffefs that power. 

Some 
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So;nc noblemen, mere attacked to • 
the king ths.il to tiie new J~w:> of the ../ 
country, confpircd again:! the fwiate '* 
in favour of the monarch ; the plot was Jif- 
covered, and the confpirators were puniflicd 
with death. That which might have been 
deemed a virtuous action, in a ftatc purely mo- 
narchical, was looked upon as an infamous 
treafon in a country become free; — thu* t.he 
fame actions are crimes or virtue.:, accorJing 
to the times or places of their being put in 
execution ! 

This event alienated the Swedes from their 
king, and it contributed afterwards to caufe 
war to be declared (as we (hall fee) againtt 
Frederic, king of Pruffia, whofe filler was mar- 
ried to the king of Sweden, 

From that period, the revolutions, which the 
fame king of Pruffia and his enemies were pre- 
paring, refcmbled a flame concealed under the 
aflies ; in fair, it foon blazed forth, and fpread 
over Europe, but the iirft fparks came from 
America. 

A flight quarrel between France and Eng- 
lond, for fomc deiart lands towards Acadia, 
gave rife to a new fyftem of politics among all 
the fovcreigns of Europe, it is proper to ob- 
fcrve, that this quarrel was the fruit of the neg- 
ligence of all the minifters, who, in 1 7 12 and 
*' 4 . I7I3> 
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j j 13, concluded the treaty of Utrecht. By 
that treaty, France had ceded to England, 
Acadia, (Novia Scotia) adjoining to Canada, 
'With all its ancient limits ; but they had not 
fpecified what were thofe limits, to which in- 
deed they were ftrangers. This is a fault 
which has never been committed in contrails 
between individuals, and debates neceflarily 
arofe from that omiflion. Were philofophy 
and juftice to meddle in the quarrels of men, 
they would make them fee, that the French 
and th i nglifh difputed for a country over 
which they had not the fmalleft right ; but 
thofe flrft principles never enter into the affairs 
of the world. A fimilar difpute among com- 
mon merchants would have been adjufted in 
two hours by arbii ration ; but among crowned 
heads, the ambition or caprice of a commiffary 
is fufficient to overthrow twenty flates. The 
Engliih wereaccufed of feeking the entire de- 
ftrudtion of the French trade in that part of 
America. As they were greatly fuperior by 
their rich and numerous colonies in North 
America, fo they were (till more fo at fea by 
their fleets j and having dell roved the navy 
of France in the year 1741, tlwy fluttered 
thcmfclvcs that nothing coul J vciili their power, 
either in the new world, or on our fcas ; but 
they were ibon undeceived. 

' In 
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In 1755, they began by attacking the French 
on the borders of Canada * j and without any 
declaration of war, took above three hundred 
merchant-fhips,. as if they had been only Smug- 
gling cutters ; they likewife went fo far as 
to rake veflcls belonging to other nations 
which were carrying goods to the French. At 
this conjuncture, the king of France acted quite 
differently from Louts XIV. he contented him- 
felf with immediately demanding juitice, and 
only allowed his fubjedrs to fit out cruizcrs. 
Louis XIV. had often fpoken to other courts 
with iupcriority, but Louis XV. made all the 
courts feniible of the Superiority affected by 
the Englifh j and if Louis XIV. had been re- 
proached for an ambition tending towards uni- 
verfal monarchy upon land, Louis XV. made 
known the real fuperiority aitlimed by the Eng- 
lilh on the feas. 

In the mean time, the French monarch pro- 
miled himiclf fome vengeance at leaft': his 
troops attacked and defeated the Englifh near 

* Here the partiality of Voltaire, as a French hifto- 
rhn, breaks forth again. It is an incor.teftiblc truth, 
tl.at the French began their encroachments on cur buck 
fettlements aloi:g the river Ohio ; and that the cc;.'rt of 
Verfaiiles refilled to give a fatisfa&ory aniwer to th- 
complaints made by the Britifli miniltry on th:it he :d, 
many months before the ieizure of any French fhip at fca. 

F 5 Canada 
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Canada in 1755 ; he got ready a confiderabfe 
fleet in his harbours* and propofed to attack 
George LL by land, in h.s ele&orate of Han- 
over, huch an irruption into Germany threa- 
tened Europe with the conflagration, which 
had been lighted up in the new world $ and it 
was, then that all the political views of Europe 
were altered. The king of England, a fecond 
time called* from the extremities of the north, 
thirty thoufand Ruffians, whom he took into 
his pay. As the Ruffian empire was in alliance 
with the emperor and emprefs queen of Hun* 
gary, the king of Pruffia had reafon to be afraid 
that the Ruffians, Impcrialiits, and Hanoverians 
might fall upon him. He had about one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand men in arms ; he did 
not hefitate to unite with the king of England 
to hinder the Ruffians from entering Germany 
on the one hand, and, on the other, to block up 
the road to the French. Here then all Europe 
is again in arms, and France again plunged in 
new calamities, which fhe might have fhunned, 
if (he could have avoided her fate. 

The king of France raifed with cafe, and, 
in a moment, all the money he wanted, by one 
of thofe ready resources, which cannot be known 
in a kingdom lefs opulent than France ; twenty 
new places of farmers general and fume lo^ns, 
fufficed to lupport the fir it y can of the war;— 

a definitive 
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a deflru&ive facility, which, in a fhort time, 

ruined the kingdom ! 

o 

France pretended to threaten the coafts of 
England with an invafion, but it was no longer 
as in the reign of queen Elizabeth, who yet, 
by the affiftancc of the Engliih, only (having 
Scotland to fear, and being fcarce able to kt*ep 
Ireland) withftood the prodigious efforts of 
Philip II. If or Georg* II. king of England, 
thought himfclf obliged to bring over feme Ha- 
noverians and HefHans to defend his coaits ; 
the Engliih, who bad not focefren this confe* 
quence of their undertaking* murmured to fce 
aA inundation of Grangers ; ajid the courage 
of feveral citizens degenerated to fcar, — they 
trembled fo( their liberty* 

While the Englifli were thus miftaken with 
regard to the intentions of the French, and 
were afraid of aa invafion, they aever. thpught 
of Minorca, the fruit of fucb. immeafe expence 
lavi&ed ia a former wax for the focccifipa of 
Spain. 

Tbc Engliih* as ift wdk kaewn, bad taken 
Minorca from the Spaniards -, the po&iSon of 
that place, which had been confirmed to them 
by all the treaties was of more importance than 
Gibraltar, which ha* -no harbour, and ga7e 
them the empire of the Mediterranean. About 
the end of April 1756, tfat king rf Jfancc fciit 

the 
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the marflial duke de Richelieu into that ifland, 
with near twenty battalions, efcorted by a 
c!ozen of {hips of the line, and fome frigates, 
which the Englifh did not fufpect to be in fo 
much readiness ; al! was fo at a fixed time, and 
nothing was ready on the fide of the Englifb, 
who attempted, however, though too late, to 
attack the French fleet commanded by the 
marquifs de la Galliffonniere, in the month 
of June following. That engagement could 
not huve prcferved the ifland of Minorca, but 
it m»ght have faved their reputation : the ex- 
pedition was unfilccefsful ; the marquifs Gal- 
liiVonnicie threw their fleet into dilb. Jcr, and 
repulfed it *. For fome time after, the Fr.glifli 
miniir.y fa*v with regret, th:«t they h«:d coti- 
ptlLd the French to eftabhih a formidable 
navy. 

The Englifh ftill had hope of defending the 
citadel of Port Mahon, w.jiciv next to Gi- 
braltar, they regarded as the lhongeifc place in 

# It would have been never the truth, if Mr. Voltaire 
had faid, that neither of the fietts gained any advantage 
over the other j i.ut ii, fi:rj/«i:eo the limit* of common par- 
tiality to give the honour of the d :y to G iiiiilbnniLre, 
who took the euiLeft opportunity to avail himinr of 
Mr. Byng's mifconduft, by flying towarls the cloi'e of 
(he u£\i>n, as -foon as he had joined the van of his fleet, 
which had a&uuJ)ybeen defeated. 

Europe, 
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Europe, by its (ituation, by the nature of the 
ground, and by thirty years care whii h they 
had taken to fortify it. It was every wnjru 
an entire rock ; there were ditches twenty f. et 
deep, and in fomc places thirty, cut into the 
rock; there were fourfcore mines under f.^me 
works before which it was impoflible to open 
the trenches. It was every where impenetrable 
to cannon, and the citadel was every where 
furrounded with thoic exterior fortifications cut 
into the fo! id rock. 

. The marihal de Richelieu formed a bolder 
enterprise than that of Bergen op-zoom, which 
was to make an aflault, at one time, on aH the 
works, which defended the body of the place; 
and in t;ns daring attempt, he was feconded by 
the marquifs de Maillcbois, who always dif- 
playcd great taLnts in .this war. 

The people of London were fo exafperated 
at their not being able to conquer the French 
at fea, that admiral Byng, who had fought the 
marqui fs Galliflbnniere, was condemned by a 
court-martial to be {hot, by virtue of an old 
law paffed in the reign of Charles II. Marflial 
Richelieu, who from the height of a plain 
country had feen all the engagement, and who 
could form a judgment of it, in vain fent a de- 
claration to the 'author of this hiftory in j uni- 
fication of admiral Byng, which foon reached 

the 
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the kin^ of England. It was alfo in vain that 
the judges themfelves recommended him, in 
the fcrongeft terms, to the mercy of the kin^, 
who might have laved him ; for after all, that 
admiral was executed. He was fon of another 
admiral of the lame family, who gained the 
famous victory ofr Meflina in 1718. He died 
with great refolution, and before his execution 
fent his vindication to the author, and his ac- 
knowledgments to marfhal Richelieu. 
T R The French defcended into the 

J , ' foffees in fpitc of the fire of the 

75 * Engli£h artillery ; they placed fca- 
ling ladders thirteen feet high ; and the officers 
and foldiers, when arrived at the laft round, 
fprung upon the rock, climbing upon one ano- 
ther's moulders. It was by a boldnefs not 
eafily to be comprehended that they made 
themfelves matters of the out- works. The 
troops behaved with fo much more courage, as 
they had to do with- near three thou find Eng- 
lifh, affifted by ail that art or nature could do 
for their defence. 

The next day the place furrendcred ; the 
Englifh could not conceive how the French 
had fcaled the fo flees, into which a man In cool 
blood woiii- hardly venture to defcend. This 
aclion acquired great ^.lory to the General, and 
to the nation, but it was the laft of the French 
fucceflcs agiiinfl tngland. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIL 

The War in Germany. An Elector of 
Brandenbookg refifts the Houie of 
Austria, and the German Empire, 
together withRussiA andFRANCE. Re- 
markable Events. 

IT was worthy of admiration that Louis XI V, 
alone fhould be able to fefiit Germany,Eng- 
land, Italy and Holland, united againft him ; 
but we have feen a more extraordinary event, 
an elector of Brandenbourg by himfelf, with- 
ibind the forces of the houfes of Auftria, France, 
Ruffia, Sweden, and one half the empire. 

This is a prodigy which we can only at- 
tribute to the difcipline of his troops, and to 
the fuperior talents of the General. It is true, 
chance may gain a battle ; but when the weak 
refill the ftrong for feven years, in a country 
entirely open, and repair the greateft loflls, 
that cannot be the work of fortune :— it is in 
this refpeft that this war differs from all others 
which nave defdiated the werid. 

We have already (ctun flNtc the fecond king 
of Pruffia 9 beinj the only pnnce in Europe who 
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had a treafure, and th . only one who haJ in- 
troduced proper difcipline a-nong fus' troops, 
had thereby eitabiifhed a ncv dommion in Ger- 
many; and we have feen how much the pre- 
parations of the father emboldened th^ ion to 
brave alone, the power cf Ajltria, and to make 
himfel£ matter of Silelia. 

Theemprefs c 4 u.en waited for a favourable 
conjuncture to recover tnat province. I ; ornuTiy 
it would have been an object of indifference to 
Europe, wVtther a fmail territory annexed to 
Bohemia, fhculd belong to one houfe n.o:c 
tlr«n a oilier j but politics being refined n*ore 
than improved in Europ?, at> well as all tiic 
ether objects of the hum«n nnnJ, thi* trifl.*:^ 
difpuie occafioncd five hundred tnoufand m a 
to cear arms. There never were lo nuny 
tiieuivc i'o.jiers employed, neitii.r in tlu c.u- 
frxes, nor in the irruptions of chc coiiiju.Tori 
in Alia ; — in this manner the new lcenc wai 
opened. 

Elizabeth, emprefs of RufTia, was leagued 
with the emprefs Maria Therua by anacjit 
treaties, — by tlie common intereft which uxnted 
them aganilt the Tur.:s, and by reciprocal 
afFeccion. Auguitus 111. kin of Poland an J 
elector of Saxony, being reconciled to the cm- 
preio queen, and attached to Kullia, to wni:h 
he owed the title of king of Poland, wasclo.ely 

connected 
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connected with thefe two fovereigns. The 
three potentates had each their complaints 
againft king Frederic ; % Maria Therefa had 
feen Silefia torn from her houfe j Auguftus, 
and his council, wanted an indemnification for 
Saxony, ruined by the king of Pruflia in the 
year 1 741, and there fubfifted between Elizabeth 
and Frederic fomeperfonal fubjecls of complaint, 
which have often more influence than could be 
expected upon the deftiny of dates. 

Thefe three powers being exafperated againft 
the king of Pruilia, carried on. a ftrift corres- 
pondence among themfelves, of which that 
prince dreaded the effects. While the troops 
of Auftrja were augmenting, thofe of Elizabeth 
were ready ; but the king "of Poland, elector 
of Saxony, was not in a condition to undertake 
any thing, the revenues of his electorate were 
exhausted, and he had no garrifoned town re- 
maining to hinder the Pruffians from marching 
to Drefden. Thus order and ceconomy ren- * 
dered Brandenbourg as much formidable as 
diffipation had weakened Saxony. The king^ 
of Poland's Saxon council hefitated much 
about entering into meafures w which might 
prove fatal to them. 

The king of Pruflia had loft no time, for 
from the year 1755 he had fecretly taken the re- 
solution to circumvent the defigns of thofe po- 
tentates 
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tuitatcs who had given him fo great umbrage. 
On the 36th of January 1756, h? figm-d a 
treaty with the ki^g of England, elector of 
Hanover ; he made Aire of the landgrave of 
Hefle, and of the houfe of Brunfwick, and, 
in this manner, renounced his alliance with 
France. 

It was now that the ancient enmity between 
the houfes of France and Auftria, which had 
continued incrcafmg ever fincc the times of 
Charles V. and Francis I. gave way to a friend- 
fhip which appeared cordially cftablifhcd, to 
theaftonifliment of all the nations of Europe. 
The king of France, who had carried on fo 
cruel a war againft Maria Thercfa, became 
her ally; and the king ofPruffia, who had been 
allied to France, became her enemy. France 
and Auftria were thus united, after three hun- 
dred years fpent in a bloody difcord. What 
fo many treaties of peace, and fo many mar* 
riages had not been able to accomplifh, was 
effected in a moment by a difguft received from 
an elector. This wascalled an unnatural alliance 
by the people of England i but being neceffary, 
it was of courfc very natural. It might even 
have been hoped, that the uniting of thofc two 
powerful houfes, feconded by Ruflia, Sweden, 
and feveral dates of the empire, would be able 
to rcftrain the reft of Europe. 

The 
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The treaty was finned at Paris by Louis XV. 
and Maria Therefa in May 1756- The abbe 
Bonis (fin^e cardinal) bad the fole honour of 
this famous treaty, which deftroyed the whole 
edifice of cardinal Richelieu, and which fcemed 
to raife another more lofty and extenfive. He 
was foon after minifter of ftate, and almoft as 
foon difgraced, — we fee nothing but revolutions 
both in public and private affairs. 

While the king of Pruffia was threatened on 
all fides, it only made him more ready to take 
the field, fie marched his troops into Saxony, 
which was almoft defencelefe, propofing to 
make that province a rampart againft the power 
of Auiiria, and a road to its frontiers. l,eipfig 
immediately fell into his hands, while a part of 
his army prefented itfelf before Drefden. King 
Auguftut retired as his father did, before 
Charles XII. After leaving bis capital, he 
went and occupied the camp of Pirn a near 
Koenigftein, in the roa4 to Bohemia, and on 
the river Elbe, where he thought himfelf in 
fafety, 

Frederic entered Drefden as mailer, under 
the name of protestor. He demanded the keys 
of the archives from the queen of Poland, 
daughter of the emperor Jofeph, who had been 
unwilling to quit the place ; and on her re- 
futing to give them up, took proper meafures 

to 
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to force open the doors. The queen placed 
herfelf before them, flattering herfelf that they 
would refpect her perfon and refolution ; but 
they (hewed no refpect to either, and that 
depofitary of the ftatc was opened before her . 
eyes. It was of great confequence to the king 
of Pruffia to find the proofs of the defigns of 
Saxony againft him : in fad, he found lefti- 
monies of the dread which he had occafioned ; 
but that fame dread, which (hould have obliged 
the court of Drefden to put itfelf in a ftate of 
defence, only ferved to render it a victim to a 
powerful neighbour. They were fenfible, when 
it was too late, that, according to the (ituation 
of Saxony for fome years paft, they ought to 
have fpent all upon war, and nothing on plea- 
fure. Theirs was a fituation in which they 
had no other part to take, but that cf preparing 
themfelves to fight, to conquer, or to perifli. 

On the report of this invafion, the Aulic 
council of the emperor, declared the king of 
PruiHa to be a difturber of the public peace, 
and a rebel ; but it was difficult to give any 
weight to this declaration, againft a prince 
who had near one hundred and fifty thoufand 
fighting men under his common J. Hj an- 
fwcred to tru laws by a batt'j, which was 
fought between him and the Auftrians, whom 

he 
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he went to meet at the entrance of Bohemia, 
near a town named Lowofitz. 

Though this firft engagement was indecifive 
by the number of flain, yet it was not fo by 
its confequences. Nothing could now pre- 
vent the king from blocking up the Saxons in 
the camp of Pirna itfelf, where the Auftrians 
never could aflift them j and that fmall army 
of the king of Poland, confifting of thirteen or 
fourteen' thoufand men, furrendered prifoncrs 
of war, kvcn days after the battle. 

Auguftus, in this uncommon capitulation 
(the only military event between him and the 
king of Pruflia) afked no more than that his 
guards (hould not be made prifoners : Frederic 
replied, " That he could not liftcn to his re- 
" queft ; that thofe guards would infallibly 
" ierve againft him, and that he did not chufe 
" to have the trouble of taking them a fecond 
" time." This anfwer was a terrible leflbn to 
all princes, that they muft make thcmfelves 
powerful when they have a powerful neigh- 
bour. 

The king of Poland being thus deprived of 
his electorate and his army, demanded pafiports 
from his enemy to go into Poland, which were 
readily granted, and they had the infulting 
politenefe to furnifli him with poft-horfes for 
'his journey*. He went from his hereditary 

eftates 
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to h is elective kingdom, when: he found noboJy 
even propofc to take arms in defence of their 
king. All the electorate was laiJ under con- 
tribution * and. the king of Pruflia, in making 
war, found the means of fupporting it in the 
invade*] country. The queen of Poland, who 
did not follow her hufband but remained in 
DrdVlen, died foon after of grief. A1J Europe 
pitied that unfortunate family •, but in th: 
courfc of thofe public calamities, millions of 
families experienced hardfhips not lefs great 
though more obfeurc. Upon the inagtltrates 
of Leipzig rcmonftrating againft the contri- 
butions impofcu on them by the conqueror, 
which they faid they could not pay, — they were 
fent to prifen, and then paid them. 

'i'h'.Ti never were fo many battles in -any 
former war, as were fought in this. The 
Rufiians entered the territories of Pruflia by 
the way of Poland. The French became aux- 
iliaries to the queen of Hungary; and were 
fij/htinrr to reftore to her the fame Silefia of 
which they had helped to Jtrip her fome yearb 
before, whni they were allies of the king of 
Pruflia. The king of England, who had been 
the moft avowed friend of the houfe of Auftria, 
was now one of its moft dangerous foes. And 
Sweden, which had formerly given fuch great 
(hocks to this imperial houfc of Auftria, ferved 

then 
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then againft the king of Pruflia, on account 
of nine hundred thoufand livres given by the 
French miniftry, but it was Sweden that did 
the leaft mifchief. 

Germany now faw itfelf torn to pieces by 
many more national and foreign armies than 
had been in it during the famous war of thirty 
years. 

While the RufSans were coming through 
Poland to affift Auftria, the French entered 
by the duchy of Cleves and by Wefel, which 
were abandoned by the Pruffians. They feized 
upon all Heffe, and marched towards the coun- 
try of Hanover, againft an army of Englifh, 
Hanoverians and Heflians, commanded by the 
fame duke of Cumberland who had attacked 
Louis XV. at Fontenoy. 

The king of Prufiia went in fearch of the 
Auftrian army in Bohemia, and fent a con- 
fidcrabie body to oppofe the Ruftians. The 
troops of the empire, which were called the 
troops of execution, were ordered to penetrate 
into Saxony, which had fallen entirely un- 
der the Pruflian power. In this manner, Ger- 
many was a prey to fix formidable armies, 
which devoured it at the fame time. 

The king of Pruflia then battened to attack 
prince Charles of Lorrain, (brother to the 
emperor,) and general Brown near Prague. 

This 
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This battle, which was fought on the 6th of 
May 1757, was very Woody ; the Pruflians were 
victorious, and a party of Auftrian infantry 
were obliged to throw themfelves into Prague, 
where- they remained blocked up more than r*o 
months by the conqueror. A number of princes 
were in the city ; provifions began to fall 
fhort, and it was thought that Prague woulJ 
foon fubmit to the yoke, and that Auftria was 
likely to be more overpowered by Frederic, 
than by Guftavus Adolphus. 

By endeavouring to carry every thing at 
once, the conqueror loll all the fruits of his 
victory. The count de Kaunitz, firft minifter 
to Maria Therefa, a man as active in the ca- 
binet as the king of Pruflia was in the field, 
had already collected an army under the com- 
mand of marfhal Daun. The king of Pruflia, 
without hefitation, went immediately to attack 
that army which muft have been intimidated 
by the reputation of his victories. If that 
army could once have been difperfed, Prague, 
which had been bombarded for fomc ti:ne, 
would of courfe have furrendered at difcrctioji ; 
and he would have become abfolute m liter of 
Germany. Marfhal Daun entrenched his 
troops on the top of -a little hill \ the Pruflian* 
afcended it feven times as at a general ajlault, 
and were as often repulfed and overthrown. 

The 
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The king loft about twenty-five thou fand men, 
killed, wounded, prifoners and deferters. Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, who had been (hut up in 
Prague, faliied out, and purfued the Pruflians. 
This revolution was as great as the exploits 
and expectations of the king of Pruffia had 
been before the engagement. 

The French, on their fide, ftrongly feconded 
the emprefs Maria Therefa. Marfhal d'Eftrces, 
who commanded them, had already pafled the 
Wefer ; he followed the duke of Cumberland 
flop by ftcp towards Minden, overtook him 
near Haftenbek, gave him battle, and gained 
a complete vi&ory. In that aSion, the princes 
of Conde and de la Marche Conti, firft fig- 
nalizcd- their arms* and the royal blood of 
France fupported the glory of their country 
againft that of England. A count de Laval 
Montmorenci, and a brave officer of the houfe 
of Buffy, loft their lives ; a mu(ket-fhot, which 
was a long time thought to be mortal, pierced 
the count de Chatcletof the houfe of Lorrain ; 
he was fon of the celebrated marchionefs de 
Chatelet, whofe name will never periflh in the 
memory of thofe who know, that this French 
lady wrote a comment on the great Newton. 

Let us obferve here, that by the intrigues 
at court, the command was already taken from 
marfhal d'Eftrees, and that while he was gain- 

Vol II. G ing 
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inga battle, the orders were difpatched to give 
him that affront. They affc&ed to complain 
at court, that he had not yet taken the electorate 
of Hanover, and that he had not marched as 
far as Magdebourg, They thought that every 
thing ought to be terminated in one chmpaign. 
Such had been the confidence of the French 
when they made an emperor, that they believed 
they could difpofe of the eitates of the houfe 
of Auftria in 1741 ; and fuch it had been, at 
the beginning of the age of Louis XIV. and 
Philip V. then matters of Italy and Flanders, 
and feconded by two ele&ors ; they thought 
of giving laws to Europe, and they were always 
deceived. Marfhal d'Eftrcies faid, " that it 
«* was not enough to advance into Germany, 
" but they muft prepare the means to get out 
*« of it." His condudl and valour proved, that 
when an army is once font, the management 
of it fhould be left to the General ; becaufe, if 
they have made choice of him, they have had 
confidence in his abilities. 



CHAP. 
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that under marfhal Richelieu. This army 
was joined to that of the circles, commanded 
by prince Hilbourghaufen. 

When Frederic was furrounded by fo many 
enemies, he took the refolution to die fword- 
in-hand in the ranks of the army of the prince 
de Soubize ; but, at the fame time, took every 
flneafure to conquer him. 

After reconnoitring the army of France, 
and the circles, he immediately retreated be- 
fore them in order to poflefs himfelf of an ad- 
vantageous fituation. Prince Hilbourghaufen 
was refolved to attack him, and his opinion of 
courfe prevailed, becaufe the French were only 
auxiliaries. They therefore marched between 
Rotbach and Metzbourg to attack the Pruffian 
army, which was apparently encamped ; but, 
all of a fudden, the tents were ftruck, and the 
Pruffians appeared in order of battle, between 
two eminences lined with artillery. 

This unexpe&ed fight intimidated the French 
and Imperialifts. For feveral years it had been 
in agitation to exercife the French troops after 
the Pruffian method ; afterwards feveral evo- 
lutions had been altered in the exercife, fo that 
the foldier did not know what he was doing ; 
his old way of fighting was changed, and he 
was not perfedl in the new. When he faw the 
Pruffians advance in that lingular order* uo* 
G 5 \jfcsyw*k 
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known almoft every where elfe, he imagined 
he faw his mafters. The king of Pruffia's ar- 
tillery was ajfo better fervcd, and much better 
potted than that of his enemies. The troops 
of the circles fled almoft without engaging ; the 
French cavalry were difperfed in an inttant by 
the Pruffian cannon ; a panic fcarfprcad every 
where, and the French infantry retired in dif- 
order before fix battalions of Pruflians. In 
fa&y this was not a battle, but a whole army 
which offered to fight, and then difperfed. 
Hiftory has hardly any examples of a fimilzr 
action ; only two regiments of Swifs remained 
. in the field, and the prince de Soubize went 
through the middle of the firing, to make them 
retreat with deliberation. 

The regiment of colonel Dielback, in par- 
ticular, fuftained, for a long time, the firing 
of the cannon and mufquetry, and the attacks 
€>f the cavalry ; and it was owing to the prince 
dc Soubize, that it was not broken, he partaking 
of all its dangers *. This ftrange battle cn- 

• It is again ft colonel Diefback, that the famous La 
Beaumclle has been pleafed to rail, in a little bock, 
intiticd, Mcs Penfecs, as well as againft the dKrlacs, the 
Sinntrs, and all the iiluftrious fr.milks of Switzerland, 
who h ive bvifhed their blood th'efc two centuries pnlt for 
the kings of France. The impudent clowniflineif of this 
wretch ought to be chaftfed on all o c cations . 

- • • . tircly 
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tirely changed the face of affairs : murmurs 
were univerfal at Paris > but wlun the fame 
General obtained a victory over the Heflians 
and Hanoverians in the year following, it was 
hardly mentioned. We have already obferved 
that fuch is the fpirit of a large city, happy 
and idle, and whofe applaufc is fo much co- 
veted. 

At the fame time, new difaftcrs overwhelmed 
the army of marihal Richelieu, which had been 
Icfl'vii'.'d by the^miuifrry, who were unwilling to- 
ratify the convention and the conditions, which 
marfhal Richelieu had impofed on the duke of 
Cumberland. By this conduct the Englifh 
(not without reafon) thought themfelves dif- 
engaged from their promife. The ratification 
from Vcrfailles did not arrive 'till five days 
after the misfortune of Rofbach ; after this, 
the Englifh recovered Hanover in a very fhort 
time. 

If the affair of Rofbach was uncommon, 
what the king of Prufna did after this unex- 
pedted victory, was frill more extraordinary. 
He flew into Silefia, where the Auftrian con- 
querors had defeated his troops, and were in 
pofleffion of Schweidnitz and Breflau ; and 
had it not been for his great expedition, he 
would have loft Silefia, and the battle of Rof- 
bach bad been of no fervice. 

G 5 in 
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- In the courfe of a month he arrived oppofite 
to the Auftrian army, which he immediately 
attacked with great fury at Lifla, Dec. 5, 1757. 
The battle lalled five hours ; and Frederic, 
completely victorious, re-entered Schweidnitz 
and Breflau., Such a continual viciffitude of 
frequent engagements, gained or loft, has not 
happened fince that time. The French alone 
were always unlucky j but the government wai 
never difeouraged, and France drained herfelf 
to fend armies conttantly into Germany. 

The krrtg of Pruflia greatly weakened him- 
felf by fo many battles. The Ruffians took 
the, whole kingdom of Pruifia from him, and 
ravaged Pomerania, while he was laying watte 
Saxony. The Auftrians, and afterwards the 
Kuflians, entered Berlin. Almoft the whole 
of his father's treafures, and thofe which he 
himfclf had amaii'ed, were necdforily expended 
in this war, fo ruinous to all parties; he was 
therefore obliged to have recourfe to the fub- 
fidies of England. The Auftrians, French 
and Ruffians never difeouraged them felves, but 
purfucd him continually. His family durft no 
longer remain in Berlin, they were obliged to 
take refuge in Magdebourg j and, as fqr him- 
fclf, after fo many different fucccfils, he was, 
in j 762, entrenched under Breflau. Maria- 
Thtiefa fecmed to be on the point of recovering 

Silcfia. 
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Silefia. He had loft Drefden, and all that part 
of Saxony which borders on Bohemia; and 
the king of Poland was in hopes of re-entering 
his hereditary eftates, when the death of JLli- 
zabeth, emprefs of Ruffia (on the 6th of Ja- 
nuary 1762) gave again a new face to affairs, 
which bad fo often changed. 

As the new emperor, Peter III. had long 
Wen a fecret friend of the king of Pruffia ; as 
Soon as he afcended the throne, he not only 
made peace with him, but became his ally, 
againft the fame emprefs queen, to whom LIU 
zabeth had always been a conftant friend. 
Thu>, all of a fudden, we fee the king of 
Pruffia, who had been to prefled by the Ruluans 
and Auftrians, preparing to enter Bohemia, by 
Che affiftance of the fame Ruffians wno had 
fought againft him fome weeks before. 

This new fituation was as quietly difordercd 
as it had been formed. A fudden revolution 
altered iheaftairs of Ruffia. 

Peter ill. wanted to divorce his wife, and 
Simulated the nation againft her. He had fa id, 
one day, when he was intoxicated with liquor, 
to the regiment of Preobalinfki on tne parade, 
that he would beat them with fifty Pi uiiians. 
It was that regiment which prevented hi, de- 
figns, and dethroned him. The foidivr* a:id 
the people declared a £ ainft him* he w** t ,ur- 
G 5 ' ^ 
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fried, taken, and put into a prifon, where he 
comforted himfelf in drinking punch for eight 
days together, at the end of which he died ♦. 
The army and citizens, with one voice, pro- 
claimed his wife, Catherine Anhalt, emprefs, 

* The imperfefl account given by M. de Voltairt of 
"this ftrange revolution j the contemptuous manner in 
which he fpeaks of the unfortunate emperor, and the 
error eous account he gives of his death, are ail rrdh 
proofs of his partiality. In a very few woi ds, he might 
h;ive given a clearer idea of the truth. Peter, with no 
talents for fuch vail projects, had reiblved to introduce a 
number of innovations into his government. He began 
with the army and the clergy j hcexaiperaled both; aad 
not having concerted his meafures with that precaution 
and deliberation which fuch enterprises require, before 
they are carried into execution, he fell a viclim to his 
want of understanding, and his ambition to imitate em- 
perors, kings and legiiiators, men of the fcril abilities and 
bleflld wi:h heroic fortitude. Peter the great, and the 
king of Pru flia were the models he had ii view, without 
the lead capacity to copy after the drawings of theJe c;- 
lebrated warriors a:id legiiiators. As to the manner cf 
his death, it is well known that the refentment of a flighted 
woman, whofe affe&ion (if ever ihe had any for her kui- 
band) was changed to extreme hatred, occsdoned i;, ard 
that in the moft cruel manner. r l he priefts and lis wife 
glutted their fury, by miking him expiie under the mod 
horrid tortures. The editor of this tranflation faw a copy 
of the memoirs of uis revolution, (pncicvt at Lcn ;oi>, 
bought up, crotherwi.el'upprefiid by -tlic Kuifta.-. namd.-r) 
in which all the cireumifcmces oi his tragic end are related 
at large. 

although 
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although {he was a foreigner; being of the 
houfe of Afcanie, one of the mod ancient in 
Europe. It is fiie who has fince become the 
real legifiatrix of that vaft empire. Thus 
Ruffia has been governed by five* women fuc- 
ceffively, Catherine, widow of Peter the great ; 
Ann, niece of that monarch ; the duchefs of 
Brunfwick, regent under the fliort reign of her 
unhappy fon, prince Ivan j Elizabeth, daughter 
of Czar Peter the great, and of Catherine I, 
and in fine, this Catherine II. who, in fofhort 
a time,, has raifcd hcrfelf fo great a name. This 
fucceifion of five women without interruption, 
is a lingular event in the hiflory of the worJd. 

The king of Pruffia being deprived of the 
fiiccours of the Ruffian emperor, who wanted 
to. fight under him* di J not carry on the war 
with lefs vigilance againffc the houfe of Au- 
ftria, one half, of the empire, France and 
SweJen- 

It is true, thai the- exploits of the Swedes 
were not thofe of Guftavus Adolphus. Hi$ 
fifter, wife of the king of Sweden, had no in- 
clination to do him inifchief. It was not the 
court of Stockholm who took arms again ft him, 
it was the fenate, and the fenate did it becaufe 
France gave them money. Though the courf 
was not able to prevent that fenate from fend- 
ing troops into Poinerania, yet it was powerful 

enough 
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enough to render them vfelefs ; and, in reality, 
the Swedes pretended Only to make war for 
the little money thai wa$ given them. 

It was chiefly in Geimany that blood was 
Continually fpilt, the frontiers of France being 
never attacked. Germ^my became a gulf which 
fwal lowed up the blood and treafures of France. 
The bounds of this hiftory, which is only a 
fummary, will not allow a detail of the pro- 
digious number of engagements, which hap- 
pened from the banks of the Baltic, as far as 
the Rhine*; hardly any battle had great con- 
sequences, becaufe each of the powers had con- 
ftant refources. It was quite otherwife in 
America and India, where the lofs of twelve 
hundred men was irreparable : even the battle 
of Rofbach was not followed by any revolution. 
The battle loft by the French near Minden in 
1759, and the other checks which they fufrered, 
made them indeed retire, but they ftill remained 
in Germany. When they were again over- 
come at Crevelt, between Cleves and Cologne, 
they continued, however, ftill mafters of the 
dutchy of Cleves, and of the city of Gueldres. 
What was moft remarkable in the adion of 
Crevelt, was the lofs of the count de Gifors, 
only fon of the marfhal de fielleifle, who was 
wounded while righting at the head of his ca- 
rabineers. He was a moft promifing youth ; 

being 
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being equally inftru&ed in affairs of ftate and- 
in the militaty art, he was capable of great or 
leffer undertakings j as his politenefs was equal 
to his courage, he was beloved at court, and 
in the army. The prince of Brunfwick, who- 
took him prifoner, behaved to hifn like a bro- 
ther, and did not leave him 'till his death, 
which he honoured with his tears. This is the 
lame prince of Brunfwick, whp has fince tra- 
velled through Franct, and a great part 6f 
Europe, and whom I have feen enjoying his 
great reputation, and the praifes due to him 
with fa much modefty. He at that time fought 
under his uncle, the prince of Brunfwick, bro- 
ther-in-law to the king of PruiSa, who acquired 
a great reputation, and who had the fame mo- 
defty, the true concomitant of glory, and the 
charaderiftic of his family. On feveral occa- 
iions the hereditary prince commanded feparate 
bodies, and he was often as^fuccefsful as enter* 
prifing. 

The battle of Crevelt, which was mentioned 
at Paris with the greateft difcouragement, did 
not hinder the duke de firoglio from obtaining 
a complete victory at Bergen near Francfort, 
againft thofe fame princes of Brunfwick, elfe- 
where vi&orious, and of meriting the dignity 
of marshal of France, after the example of his 
father and grandfather. It was'the fame prince 

who 
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who gained the battle' of Warbourg, where the 
marquifs of Caftrc, the prince de Rohan-Roche- 
fort, his coufin, the' marquifs dc Betifi, the 
count de la Tour du Pin, the marquifs dc Va- 
lence, and a prodigious number of French offi- 
cers, were wounded. Their misfortunes were 
proofs of their valour. 

The frequent fuccefles of the young hereditary 
prince did not prevent the prince of Conde, 
(much about his age, and his rival in glory) 
from getting the advantage of him, fix leagues 
from Francfort toward.* Vcteravic. It was there 
that the prince of Brunfwick was wounded, and 
that all the French were interested as much for 
his cure as for their own. 

What was the refult of this innumerable 
multitude of battles, of which even the recital, 
at this day, is tedious to thofc, who tiii-re fi^- 
n.dized thcmfclvcs? What remains after fo 
many battles ? Nothing but blood fpilt to r.o 
purpofc in uncultivated and ruined countries, 
villages dtitroyed, families reduced to beggary; 
und hut rarely even a whifper of thofe calamitM 
reached fo far as Paris, always profoundly en- 
gaged in plcafures, or in difputcs equally fri- 
volous. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

The French unfortunate in the four Quarter* 
of the* World- Difefters of Governor Du. 
Pleix., The Punifhmcnt of Lally.. 

FRANCE, at that time, Teemed" to he more 
drained of men and money, in its alliance 
with Auftria, than it had appeared in two hun- 
dred years war againft it. In the fame manner 
itcoit Louis XiV. more lo*£ift Spain, than had 
been fpent in fighting againft it fsnee the time 
of Louis XII. The refources of France have 
heakd thofe wounds ; but they have not been 
"able to repair thofe received in AHa, Africa and 
America. 

The French appeared at firfl: triumphant in 
' Afia, and the India company, to its misfortune, 
was victorious. Lvcr fince the irruption of 
Shah-Nadir, the empire of India was nothing 
but anarchy ; the Subahs, who arc viceroys, or 
rather tributary kings, bought theirkingdoms at 
court, from the great Padifha Mogul, and refold 
their provinces to Nabobs, who, for ready mo- 
ney, ceded whole diftricls to the Rajas. It 
often > happened, that/ the minifters of the great 
Mogul, having given a patent for a king, gave 

the 
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the fame patent to him who would pay more; 
Subahs, Nabobs and Rajas ufed the fame me- 
thod ; and every one fupported, with arms, the 
right which he had dearly purchased. As for 
the Marattoes, they declared for him who 
would pay them beft, and plundered both 
friends and foes. Two battalions of French 
or Englifh could beat thofe undifciplined mul- 
titudes, who had no art, and who (the Ma- 
rattoes excepted) even wanted courage. Tke 
weakeft then, implored the protection of mer- 
chants fettled there from France and England, 
to enable them to be kings in India, becaufc 
they could furnifh them with officers and fol- 
diers from Europe. It was on thefe occafions 
that a Ample captain could fometimes make a 
greater fortune in that country, than any Ge- 
neral can among us. 

While the princes of the peninfula were 
fighting among themfelves, we have fcen that 
thofe French and Englifh merchants were en- 
gaged in war alfo, becaufe their refpe&ive kings 
were at variance in Europe. 

After the peace in 1748, governor Du Pleix 
kept in pay the few troops that he bad left, as 
well the foldiers from Europe whom they call 
whites, as the blacks of the iflands tranfplantcd 
into India, and the ieapoys and pion Indians. 

One 
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One of the under tyrants of thofc parts* 
•amed Chandafaeb, who was an Arabian ad- 
venturer* born in the defart, fouth-eaft of Jeru- 
ialem, and tranfplanted" into India to pu(h his 
fortune > had become fon- in-law to a nabob of 
Arcot. This Arab affaflinated his father-in- 
law, his brother, and his nephew ; and having 
experienced a reverfe of fortune, proportioned 
to his crimes, he had recourfe to governor Du- 
Pleix, to obtain the naboMhip of Arcot, on 
which Pondicherry is dependent. Du Pleix. 
forthwith lent him fecretly ten thoufand louis. 
d'ors, which, joined to the wrecks of the for- 
tune of that villain, procured him the vice- 
royalty of Arcot* By his money and intrigues 
he obtained the diploma of this viceroyfhip. 
As foon as he was in pofleffion of it, Du Pleix 
lent him troops. With thofe troops united to 
bis own, he fought the real viceroy of Arcot* 
This was the Came Anaverdikan, aged one hun- 
dred and feven years, whom we have already 
mentioned, who was killed at the head of his 
army. 

The conqueror, Chandafaeb, being pofleffed 
of the treafures of the deceafed, diftributed, to. 
the amount of two hundred thoufand livres, 
amongft the foldicrs from Pondicherry. He 
heaped prefents upon the officers, and afterwards 
made a gift of thirty-five ald£es to the India 

company* 
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company. Aldtefignifies village; it is a term 
ftiil ufed in Spain fince the invafion of the 
Arabs, who predominated equally in Spain and 
in India ; the traces of whofc language are left 
in more than one hundred provinces. 

This fuccefs awakened the Englilh ; they 
immediately took the part of the vanquiihtd 
family. There were two nabobs.; and as the 
fubah or king of Dccan was in alliance with 
the government of Pondicherry, fo another 
king, his competitor, joined himfelf to the 
Englifh. Thus a bloody war was again li htcd 
between the factories of France ana EnglanJ, 
on the coafts of Coromandel, at a time when 
Europe enjoyed peace. 

Both fides (hewed great courage. Meffleurs 
d'Auteuil, de Buffi, Lafs, and a great many 
more fignalized themfelves by actions* which 
might have gained applaufe in the armies of 
marfhal Saxe. Above all, there was an ex- 
ploit as aftonifhing as it is indubitable; which 
is, that an officer, named Mr. de la Touchc, 
followed by three hundred Frenchmen, fur- 
■ rounded by an army of eighty thoufand men, 
which threatened Pondicherry, penetrated in 
the night into their camp, killed twelve hun- 
dred men without lofing more than two fol- 
dicrs, put that great army into conitcrnation, 
and entirely difperfed it. This action was fu- 

perior 
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prrior to that of the three hundred Spartans at 
the pafs of Thermopolis, fince the Spartans* 
perifticd there, whereas the French were con- 
querors. But perhaps we do not know how* 
to celebrate enough what deferves praife ; and 
the innumerable multitude of our battles extin- 
guishes their glery. 

The king, protected by the French, was 
named Mouza-Fcrfingue. He was nephew to 
the Icing favoured by the Engl ifli. The uncle 
Had taken the nephew prifoner,and had not put 
him to death, according to the cuftom of the 
family ; he kept him, loaded with irons, in the 
retinue of* his armies, with a part of his trea- 
fures. Governor Du Pleix managed fo well 
with the officers of the enemy, that in a fecond 
battle the conqueror of Mouza-Ferfingue was 
aflaflinated. The captive and' the treafures of 
his- enemy were his conqueft. There were in 
the camp feventeen millions in fpecic, the 
greateft part of which Mouza-Ferfingue pro^ 
mifed to the India company ; the little French 
army divided twelve hundred thoufand livres. 
All the officers were better rewarded than they 
would have been by any potentate of Europe*. 

Du Pleix received Mouza-Ferfingue in Pon- 
dicherry as a great king does the honours of his 
court to a neighbouring monarch. The new 
Bubab',whowas indebted to him for his crown, 

gave 
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gave bis protestor eighty aldees, a penfion of 
two hundred and forty thoufand livers for him- 
felf, as much for madam £)u Pleix, and one of 
forty thoufand crowns to a daughter of madam 
Du Pleix, in a former marriage. Chandafaeb, 
the benefactor and protector, was appointed 
viceroy of Arcot. The pomp of Du Pleix at 
ieaft equalled that of the two princes ; he went 
before them, carried in a palanquin, efcorted by 
five hundred guards, preceded by martial mu- 
fic, and followed by armed elephants. 
. After the death of his dependant, Mouza- 
Ferfingue, who was killed in a (edition of his 
troops, he again named another king, and re- 
ceived from him four fmall provinces as a gift 
for the company. He was told from all quar- 
ters, that before the expiration of a year, he 
would make the Great Mogul tremble. He 
was fovereign in fad j for having bought a 
patent of viceroy of the Carnatic, at the chan- 
cery of the Great Mogul, for the moderate Aim 
of two hundred and forty thoufand livres, he 
found himfelf equal to his creature, Chandafaeb, 
and much fuperior to him by his credit, Tho' 
he was a marquifs in France, and decorated with 
the grand order of St. Louis, yet thofe feeble 
honours were but trifling, when compared to 
his dignity and power in India. I have fecn 
letters wherein his wife was treated as a queen. 

So 



LOUIS XV. 141 

So. much fuccefs and glory dazzled the eyes of 
the company, of the proprietors, and even of 
the miniftry. The heat of their enthuiiafm 
was almoft as great as in the beginning of the 
fcheme ; and their hopes were very differently 
founded, becaufe it appeared, that the lands 
alone, which were ceded to the company, pro- 
duced about thirty-nine millions of livres 
yearly. In common, they fold goods to the 
amount of twenty millions every year in France 
at Port l'Orient ; it feemed that the company 
might reckon upon fifty millions yearly, all 
expences paid. There is not a fovereign in 
Europe, nor perhaps on earth, who is poflefled 
of fuch a revenue when all charges are de- 
frayed. Even the excefs of thofe riches ought 
to have excited fufpicions. All that grandeur 
and profperity alfo vanifhed like a dream ; and 
France, a fecond time, perceived that its opu- 
lence was only chimerical. 

The marquifs Du Pleix infifted- on laying 
fxege to the capital of Madura, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Arcate. The Englifli fent fuc- 
cours to that place, — the officers reprefented to 
him the impoffibility of the enterprize; — he 
was obftinate ; and having given orders, more 
like a king who would be obeyed, than like a 
man employed for the fervice of the company, 
it happened that the beiiegers were vanquifhed 

by 
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by the befieged. One half of his army waf 
Jcilled, and the other taken prisoners. The 
immenfe expences lavifhed for thofe conqudb 
were loft j and his dependant, Chandafaeb, 
having been taken in the route, was beheaded. 
It was the famous lord Clive who had the 
principal part of the victory, and it was by 
that he began his glorious career, which has 
fince procured almoftall Bengal to the knglJh • 
company. He acquired and pref.rvcd the 
grandeur and riches of which Du Flcix had 
a glimpfe : in fine, ever fince that day, the 
French company has fallen into the molt fatal 
decay. 

In 1753, Du Pleix was recalled. To him who 
had played the part of a great king, they gave 
a fuccelibr, who only acted as a good merchant. 
Du Pleix was reduced to litigate the fad re- 
mains of his fortune at Paris with the India 
company, and to folicit audience of his judges 
in the antichamber. He died foon after of 
vexation ; but Pondichcrry was rcfcrveJ for 
greater misfortunes. 

The fatal war of 1756, having broke out in 
Europe ; the French miniitry being afraiJ, 
with too great reafon, for PonJicherry, and 
for all the fettlemcnts in India, fent thith-T 
lieutenant-general count Lally. He was an 
lrifhman of one of thofe families who came 

over 
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over to France with that of the unfortunate 
James the fecond. He had fo diftinguifhcd 
himfelf at the battle of Eontenoy, where he had 
taken feveral Engliih officers with his own 
hand, that the king made him a colonel on 
the field of battle j and it was he that formed 
the plan, more daring than practicable, of 
landing in England with ten thoufand men, 
when prince Charles Edward, was there dif- 
puting the crown. His hatred againft the 
Engliih, and his courage gained him the pre- 
ference to go to fight them on the coaft of Co- 
romandel. But unfortunately, he did not join 
to his valour, the prudence, moderation, and 
patience necefTary for fo difficult a commiffion j 
he figured to himfelf that Arcate" was ftill the 
country of riches, — that Pondicherry was well 
provided with every thing, — that he fhould be 
completely affiited by the company and by 
troops, and efpecially by his old Irifli regiment, 
which he carried over with him ; but he was 
deceived in all his expectations, — he found no 
money in the coffers, — little ammunition of 
any fort,— '-blacks and feapoys, unarmed, — fome 
individuals rich, and the colony poor, without 
any fubordination. Thefe obje&s provoked 
him, and kindled that bad humour in him* 
which is fo unbecoming in a commander, and 
which is always hurtful to his affairs ; whereas, 
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if he had kept fair with the council, and had 
carefled the principal officers, he might have 
been able to have procured affiftance in money 
to have cftablifhed union, and put Pondicheny 
in fafety. 

The directors of the India company had in- 
trcatcd him, at his departure, to " reform the 
«* numerous abufes, the exceflivc prodigality, 
«« and the great confulion which abforbed the 
« the revenues." He availed himfelf too much 
of that rcqueft, and made himfelf defpifed by 
all thofe who were to obey him. 

In fpite of the difmal afpe&, under which "ill 
things appeared to him, he immediately met 
wirh good fuccefs. He took fort St. David, 
fome leagues diilant from Pondicherry, from 
the Englifli, and razed its walls. If wc war.t 
to know the fource of his cataftrophc, fo inte- 
rfiling to all the military, it is neceffary to reJ 
the letter, which he wrote from the camp tc- 
forc St. David, to M. de Leyrit, who was go- 
vernor of Pondicherry for the company. 

" This letter, Sir, (hall be an eternal fecrrt 
• 4 between you and me, if you furniih me with 
«* means to complete my enterprizc. I have 
«« left you one hundred thoufand livrcs of my 
*< money to help you to defray the ex pence* 
" which it requires. On my arrival, 1 hj/e 
" not found a refource for one hundred pence 

** in 
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** in your purfe, nor in that of the whole coun- 
cc c ii . — y OU have both refufed to employ your 
<c credit in it. In the meantime, I look upon you 
" all to be more indebted to the company than 
" me, who unluckily had not the honour of 
" knowing it, but to lofe one half of my fub* 
* c fiance in 1720* If you continue to let me 
c< want for every thing, and be expofed to face 
" a general difcontent, I {hall not only acquaint 
" the king* and the company of the great zeal 
c< which their agents here (hew for their fervice, 
" but I fhall take effectual meafures not to be 
«' dependent, during the fhortftay which I wi£h 
«• to make in this country, upon the fpirit of 
«' party and perfonal motives, with which I fee 
* 4 every member bufied, to the total rifque of 
« the company." 

Such a letter was not calculated to gain him 
friends, nor to procure him money. Though 
he did not extort money, yet he fhewed fo much 
envy againft thofe who had enriched themfclves, 
that it encrcafed the public antipathy againft 
him. Ail the operations of war fuffered for it, 
I find in a journal of India, written by a prin-» 
cipal officer, the following words : " He fpeaks 
" of nothing but chains and dungeons, without 
«« regard to the rank and age of perfons. He 
" is about to treat Mr. de Moracin himfelf in 
« this manner, Mr. Lally complains of all 
Vol. II. H "the 
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" the world, and all the world complains of 
" him. He faid to Mr. the count de ♦****, 
" I am fenfible that they deteft me, and that 
" they would be glad to fee me at a great di- 
« fiance. I engage my word of honour, and 
" I will give it you in writing, that if Mr. 
" Leyrit will give me five hundred thoufand 
" livres, I will lay down my charge, and go 
« to Friance in the frigate." 

The journal adds afterwards : <c Wc are 

« to-day at Pondicherry in the greatcft embar- 

« raflment. It is impoffible to raife one hun- 

[ " dred thoufand rupees, and the foldicrs threaten 

« c to go over to the enemy." 

Notwithftanding this dreadful confufion, he 
had the refolution to lay ficge to Madrafs, and 
immediately took pofleflion of the Black Town ; 
but that was precifely what hindered him from 
fuccccding before the High Town, or Fort 
St. George. He wrote thus from his camp 
before that fort.the nth of February 1759: 
" If we fail of Madrafs, (as I believe we (hall) 
« the principal reafon, to which it muft be at- 
«' tributed, is the pillage of fifteen millions at 
« leaft, wafted and diftiibutcd among the fol- 
« dicrs -, and, I am afhamed to tell it, there 
" are among the officers, who are not afraid of 
" uling my name, in feizing the chclingucs of 
" feapoys and others, in order to convey to 

" PonJichcrry, 
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" Pondicherry, a booty, which you fliould have 
xc arrefted on account of its enormous quan- 
ta tity." 

I have the journal of a general officer , which 
I have already quoted. The author is no 
friend to count Lally ; very far from it ; his 
teftimony is, on that account., the more ac- 
ceptable, when he confirms the fame grievances 
which occafioned Lally to defpair. He ex- 
preffes himfelf thus particularly : 

" The immenfe pillage made by the troops 
" in the Black- Town, had brought plenty 
" among them. Large warehoufes of ftrong 
" liquors had led them to drunkennefs, and 
«« all the evils which it produces. This cir- 
" cumftance fhould have been forefcen. The 
« works and the entrenchments, were all in 
« the hands of diunkards. The regiment of 
" Lorrain alone was free from that contagion ; 
" but the other troops diftinguiQied themfelves 
" in it. The regiment of LaUy was outra- 
« geous. From thence the moft fhameful 
" fcenes, and the moft deftruftive of fubor- 
" dihation and difcipline j officers were fan 
« ftrugglirlg with the foldiers, and a thoufand 
" other infamous actions ; the detail of which 
" confined within the bounds of moft ftrict 
" truth, would appear to be a monftrous exag- 
" geration." 

H 2 Count 
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Count Lally wrote, in ftill greater defpair, 
this mournful letter : " Hell has fpewed me 
« x into this country of wickednefs ; and I wait, 
<< like Jonas, for the whale to receive me in 
« its belly/* 

While fuch diforder prevailed, nothing could 
fucceed; — thefiege was raifed after lofing part 
of the army. The other enterprizes were ftill 
more unfortunate :— the troops revolted, and 
were with difficulty appeafed. They were 
twice led by the General to engage in a fmall 
ifland, named Vandavachi, where he had retired. 
In the fecond engagement, he was entirely de- 
feated, Bufly, marfhal of the camp, the mod 
ufeful man in India for war and negociations, 
was taken prifoner. General Lally remained 
alone, for fome time, in the field of battle, 
abandoned by all his forces. The Marrattoes 
obtained this victory ; and this proves how 
formidable thofe Indian republicans are *. 

After a great many other lofles, it was at laft 
neceffary to retire to Pondicherry. An Eng- 
lifli fquadron of fixteen men of war, after an 
indecifive aflion, obliged the French fquadron, 
fent to the affiftance of the colony, to quit the 
road of Pondicherry to refit in the ifland of 
Bourbon. 

• Several writers (ay that they have a king j but they 
hsvt only an elc&ive chuf . 
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There was in the town fixty thoufand bl^ck 
inhabitants, and five or fix hundred European 
families, with very little provifions. The Ge- 
neral propofed to turn out the blacks who 
famifhed Pondicherry ; but how chace away 
fixty thoufand ? — the council durft not attempt 
it. The General having refolved to (rand the 
fiege to the utmoft extremity, and publifhing a 
ban, by which it was forbidden to fpeak of fur- 
rendering on pain of death, was forced to order 
a &ri& fearch to be made after provifions in all 
the houfes of the town. It was but too well 
known with what contempt and feverity he 
had treated all the council. He had faid pub- 
licly in one of his expeditions, " I will not 
" wait Jonger for the ammunition, which they 
•« haye promifed me ; but will drag governor 
" Leyrit, and all the council with me." This 
governor Leyrjt {hewed a letter to the officers, 
addreffed a long time before to himfelf, in which 
were the following words : " I would rather 
" go to command the CafFres, than remain in 
" this Sodom, which mult fooner or later be 
" deftroyed by the Englifli fire, for want of 
" that heaven." 

In this manner, by his complaints and tur- 
bulent paffions, Lally had made himfelf as many 
foes, as there were officers and inhabitants in 
Pondicherry. 

H 3 -W*^ 
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They returned outrage for outrage, flicking 
up at his gate, libels far more infulting than his 
letters or difcourfes. He was agitated to Aich 
a degree, that, at fome particular times, he 
appeared to be light-headed j — choler and in- 
quietude often produces this forrowful efrec"r. 
A fon of the late nabob, Ghandafaeb, was at 
this time a refugee in Pondicherry, with his 
mother ; an officer, lately landed with the 
French fleet which is returned, reports, that 
this Indian having often feen the French ge- 
neral totally naked, fmging mafs and the pfalms, 
ferioufly demanded of an officer very well known, 
" if it was cuftomary for the king of France to 
" choofc a madman for his grand vizir ?" The 
- officer being aftonifhed, faid to him, " Why 
" do you afk me fo ftrange a qucftion ?" " Be- 
" caufe, replied the Indian, your grand vizir 
14 has fent us a madman to fettle the affairs of 
« India." 

By this time, the Eriglifh had blocked up 
Pondicherry both by fca and land, and the 
General had no other refource than to treat 
with the Marattocs who had conquered him. 
They hud promifed to aflift him with eighteen 
thou land men j but fufpefling he had no money 
to give them, not on z appeared, and Pondi- 
cherry was obliged to be furrcndcred,.thecoun- 
cil of which fummoned tVvc cq\xy\£ ^ V.^ vi 
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capitulate. He called a council of war, and the 
officers concluded to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war, according to the eftablifhed car- 
tels ; but general Coote would have the town 
fubmit at difcretion. The French having de- 
ftroyed St. David's*, the Englifh had a right to 
make a. defart of Pondicherry. Count Lally 
in vain laying claim to the cartel, both by 
word of mouth and in writing, the people 
perifhed with hunger in the town, which was 
delivered to the conquerors, who foon after 
crazed the fortifications, the walls, the ma- 
gazines, and all the principal houfes. 

At the very time the Knglifh entered the 
town, the conquered loaded each other with 
reproaches and injuries. The inhabitants fought 
the General's life , and the Englifh commander 
was obliged to give him a guard, and he was re- 
moved ina fedan. Hehad twopiftols in his hands, 
withwhich he threatened the lives of the mu- 
tineers, who, refpefting the Englifh guard, ran 
to the commiflary of war, who was an ancient 
officer, ifltendant of the army, and a chevalier 
of the order of St. Louis, who drew his fvvord, 
but one of the moft furious advancing towards 
him, was wounded by it, and killed him. 

Such was the deplorable condition of Pon- 
dicherry. The inhabitants of which did them- 
felve more harm than their coiu\vifcTo\s. T\\a 
H 4 Qs^cvsx-^ 
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General and upwards of twothoufand priibners 
were tranfported into England ; and even in 
their long and dangerous voyage they reci- 
procally accufed each other with their com- 
mon misfortunes. 

They were hardly arrived in London, when 
they wrote againft Lally, and all thofe who 
had been attached to him. Lally and his 
party wrote againft the council, the officers, 
and the inhabitants. He was fo far perfuaded 
that they were all reprehenfible, and that he 
only was in the right, that he came to Fon- 
tainbleau, though an Englifh prifoner, and 
offered to furrender himfelf up to the Baftilc. 
He was taken at his word ; and as foon as he 
was confined, the croud of his enemies, inftcad 
of being diminifhed by companion, were aug» 
iiicrucd. He remained fifteen months in prifon 
without beinsonce examined. 

In the year 1764, Lavaur, a jefuit, who had 
been a I0J13 time employed as a miffionary in 
the fndics, died at Paris * and, under pretence 
pf fpiritual affairs in the Indies, he was bufy in 
profane ones, where they have often gained 
more money than fouls. This jefuit demanded 
from the miniftry a penfion of four hundred 
livu-s, to retire, and take care of his foul at 
Perigordia, which was his country, and they 
found in his box about one million, one -hun- 
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dred thoufand livresof effefts, either in bills of 
jewels. This has been alfo lately feen at Na- 
ples, at die death of the famous jefuit Peppe, 
whom they were ready to canonize. But this 
was not the fate of Lavaur, — his treafures were 
fequeftrated. In this box he had a long me- 
morial in feparate pieces againft Lally, in 
which he was accufed of embezzlement and 
high~treafon. The writings of the jefuits had 
at this time as little credit as their perfons, being 
banifhed France ; but this, memorial appeared 
with fuch circumftances, and the enemies of 
Lally made it of fuch importance, that it ferve4 
as a teftimony againft him. 

Lally was dira&fy removed to the chatelet, 
and foon after brought before the parliament 
The procefs was two years preparing. Of trean 
ion he was not guilty ; fince, if he had kept 3 
fecret correspondence with the Engliih, or had 
fold Pondicherry, he would have remained with 
them. The E#gli{h, pn tfre contrary, are no$ 
abfurd ; and they would have been quite fo, 
\f they had bought a place nearly ftarved, tha$ 
they were fure of taking, being matters both at 
land and fe$. Qf embezzlement, he cou!4 
take no advantage, as he was neither in charge 
of the king's or company's money ; but of 
$melty,of abufe of pqwec, and PppreJEpns, th^ 

n 1 \^&K 
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judges faw much, in the unanimous depofitions 
of his enemies, N 

Being always firmly perfuaded that he had 
been only rigorous and not culpable, he carried 
his imprudence to that pitch as even to infult, 
in his juridicial memorials, officers who had 
the general approbation, and wanted to dif- 
honour them and all the council of Pondicherry. 
The more he pcrfifted in his obftinacy of clear- 
ing himfelfat tbeirexpehee, the blacker he ap- 
peared. Each of thefe officers had a number 
of friends, and he had none. The judges could 
give fentence only according to the depofitions ; 
and they condemned Lally to be beheaded, as 
duly convicted " of having betrayed the interefts 
of the king, of the kingdom, and of the India 
company ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and 
exactions." 

It is neceflary to remark that thefc words, 
«* Betrayed the interefts of the king," have a 
different fignification to what is termed in 
England, high-treafon, and by us, leze-ma- 
jefte. In our definition it fignifics only a bad 
conduct, to forget the advantage of fome one, 
to be unmindful of his interefts, and not per- 
fidious and traiterous. When his accufation 
was read, his furprife and indignation was fo vi- 
olent, that having by chance a pair of compaftes 
in his hand, with which he amufed hixnfelf in 

piifon, 
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prison, in drawing charts of the coafts of Coro- 
mandelj he would have {tabbed himfelf, but was 
with-held ; and behaved with greater infolence 
towards his judges, than he had yet difplayed 
againft his enemies. This is, perhaps, afrefh 
proof of that firm perfuafion he always remained 
in, that he was rather deferving of reward than 
punifhment. 

Thofc who have a knowledge of the human 
heart, are fenfible, that commonly the guilty 
ire punifhed by a confcientious conviction ; 
that they do not rave at their judges, and that 
they continue in a melancholy confufion. There 
has never been one-fingle inftance of an accufed 
perfon acknowledging his crime, and charging 
his judges with injuries and ignominy. I do 1 
not pretend that this was a proof of LallyV 
entire innocence, but it was a. proof that he- 
believed himftlf fo. A gag was put into his 
mouth, which projected out of his lips, and 
being placed in a cart, he was conducted to the 
place of execution. Men are fo inconflderate, . 
that this hideous fight drew more companion, 
than his punifhment. • 

The fentence confiscated his wealth, after 
raifing a fum of one hundred thoufand crowns 
for the poor of Pondicherry, and word has been 
written, that this fum cannot be raifed out of 
it. 1 never pofitively affirm what I am unac- 
t ; quainted 
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quainted with. If any. thing could convince 
us of that fatality, which attends all events, in 
the chaos of the public affairs of the world, 
it muft be, to fee an Iriihnian driven from his 
country with his royal matter's family, com- 
mander (at fix thoufand leagues diftance) of 
French troops in a merchants war, upon coafb 
unknown to the Alexanders, Gengis, or Ta- 
merlanes, dying at laft an ignominious death 
upon the banks of the Seine, for having beea 
taken by the Englifb, in the ancient gulpb of 
the Ganges. 

This cataftrophe, which, in all its circum* 
ftances, to me appear? worthy of being trans- 
mitted to pofterity, has not permitted me to 
mention all the misfortunes that the French 
experienced both in India and America. I 
m\|ft now refume the melancholy recital. 

Alxnoft all the journals have {aid, that the Parifiaa 
parliament fent deputies to the king to fupplicate 
him not to extend his mercy to LaJly : this is very fane. 
Such an obftinate cruelty, incompatible with juftice and 
humanity, would have caft upon the parliament, an uni- 
vcrfal ftijj»e. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

The Lofles of the French. 

THE firft lofs of the French in India was, 
that of Chandernagor, an important poft, 
of which the French India company were in 
pofleilion, towards the mouth of the Ganges, 
from thence they drew their beft merchandize. 

After taking of the town and fort of Chan- 
dernagor, the EngHfli never ceafed ruining the 
cornmerce of the French in India. The go- 
vernment of the emperor was fo weak and bad^ 
that he could not prevent the European mer- 
chants from making leagues and wars in his- 
own kingdom. The Engliih had even the 
boldnefs to come and attack Surat, one of the 
fineft towns in India, and the greateft place of 
traffic belonging to the emperor. They took. 
it, pillaged it, and deftroyed .the French fac- 
tories, and gained immenfe riches, without 
the court of the grand mpgul, as weak as it 
was pompous, feeming to re fen* this outrage, 
which had, in the reign, of Aurengzebe, exter- 
minated all the Englifh in Afia. 

In ihort, nothing more was left to the French 
in this part of the world than the regret of ha- 
ving 
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ving expended, in the fpace of forty years and 
upwards, immenfe fams to fupport a company, 
who had never made the leaft profit, and who 
had paid nothing to the proprietors and their 
creditors from their commercial profit ; and 
which in its Indian adminiftration had fubfifted 
only by means of fecretly pilfering and plun- 
dering, and was fupported only by renting of 
the king, a part of the tax on tobacco. A me- 
morable example, though perhaps ufelefs, from 
the fmall knowledge that the French have had, 
'till now, of the great and ruinous commerce 
with India. 

■ At the fame time that the fleets and armierf 
-of England had thus ruined the French in Afia, 
they alfo drove them out of Africa. The 
French were mafters of the river Senegal, 
which is a branch of the Niger. There they 
had forts, and a. great commerce of elephants 
teeth, gold duft, gum arabic, ambergreafe, and 
particularly, a traffic of negroes, who are fome- 
times fold by princes as if they were cattle, and 
who often fell their own children, and fome- 
times thenifelves, to ferve the Europeans in 
America. The Englilh took all the forts 
which the French had built in thefe countries, 
4nd more than three millions of livres value, in 
the richeft commodities. 

The 
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The laft cftablifhment that remained in the 
pofleiEon of the French here was Qorce, which 
furrendered at difcretion, and now they had loft 
all footing in Africa. 

But in America, they had fuftained much 
greater loffes. Without entering here into the 
detail of ah hundred fkirmifhes, and the lofs of 
all their forts, one after the other, let it fufHce 
to fay, that Louifbourg was a fecond time taken 
by the Englifh, and its fortification and pro- 
vifions being in as bad a fituation as it was the 
firft time. Laftly ; at the very time that the 
Englifh entered Surat at the mouth of the 
Indus, they took alfo Quebec, and ail Can ad a > 
to the botto:n of North America j and thofe 
troops which had ventured a battle in the de- 
fence of Quebec, were beaten and almoft de- 
ftroyed, in fpite of the efforts of general Mont- 
calm, who was killed in the engagement, and 
much regretted in France. Thus one thou- 
(and five hundred leagues of land, were, in one 
day loft to France. 

Thefe one thoufand five hundred leagues, 
three parts of which were frozen defarts > were 
not perhaps a real lofs» Canada coft a great 
deal, and remitted very little. If the tenth' 
part of the money thrown away upon this co- 
lony had been employed to cultivate the wafte 
lands in France, it would have been of cbn- 

(ider&btQ. 
2 
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fiderable advantage to them ; but as the French 
were fond of keeping Canada, — they bad one 
hundred years of trouble, and ail the money 
Squandered, without any return. 

To complete the misfortune, almoft all thofc 
who had been employed in the king's name in 
this miferable colony, were accu fed of the rnoft 
horrible frauds, and they were fent to the cha- 
telet at Paris, during the time that the parlia- 
ment were proceeding againft Lally. He, after 
having an hundred times expofed his life, loft 
it by the hands of the executioner ; while the 
Canadian extortioners were obliged only to 
make reftitution, and were fined. Such is the 
difference in the decifton of affairs, which, to 
appearance, are all the fame. 

At the time that the Engltfh thus attacked 
the French on the Continent, they alfo diC- 
lodged them from the coaft of the ifiands, 
Guadaloupe, though fmall, yet flour ifhing, and 
where the fineft fugars are manufactured, fell 
into the Englifh hands without a ftroke in its 
defence. 

In fhort ; they alfo took Martinico, which 
was the richeft and beft colony the French 
poffefled. 

The kingdom of France could notfufferthefc 
great dl falters, without lofing likewife all the 
lhips which tbey fent to prevent them. Scarce 

was 
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was a fleet put out to Tea but it was either taken 
or deftroyed ; they built and armed veflels with 
the greateft hurry. This was working for the 
Englifh, to whom they foon became a prey. 

When they would revenge fuch a fuccefiion 
of lofles by making a defcent into Ireland, it' 
coft them immenfe fums for an abortive under- 
dertaking ; for as foon as the fleet deftined for 
this defcent was failed from Breft, it was either 
difpcrfcd or taken, or loft in the mud of the 
river Vilaine, upon which they had in vain 
fought a refuge. Laftly ; the Englifh took 
Belleifle in fight of the coafts of France > who 
could not fuccqur it. 

The duke of Aiguillon alone revenged theft 
coafts, of numbers of affronts and lofles. An 
Englifh fleet having made another defcent at 
St. Cafs near St. Malo, alt the country was 
expo fed. The duke, who commanded, marched 
thither at the head of the Bretagne nobility, 
fome battalions, and the militia, whom he met 
upon the road. He forced the Englifh to re* 
embark. One party of their arrear guard waa 
killed, and another made prifoners cfwarj but 
the French had otherwife been every way un- 
fortunate. 

The Englifh had never fuch a fuperiority at 
fea as at this ttme ; but at all times they had it 
over the French. The naval force of France 

they 
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they deftroyed in the war 1 741 ; they anni- 
hilated the marine of Louis XIV. in the war 
of the Spanifh fuccefiion ; they triumphed at 
fca in the reigns of Louis XIII. and Henry IV. 
and more fo in the unhappy times of the league* 
Henry VIII. of England had the fame ad- 
vantage over Francis I. 

If we examine into pad times we fball find 
that the fleets of Charles VI. and Philip de 
Valois, could not withfland thofe of the king* 
Henry V. and Edward III. of England. 

k What can be the reafon of this continual 
fuperiority ? Is it not that the fea is effentially 
neceflary to the Englifli, which the French 
can hardly do without, and that nations always 
fuccced (as I have already remarked) in thofe 
things for which they have an abfolute occafion ? 
Is it not alfo becaufe the capital of England/it 
a fea-port, and that Paris knows only the boats 
of the Seine? Is it that the Englifli climate 
produces men of a more vigorous conftitution, 
and a more fteady mind than that of France, 
as it produces the beft hor fes and dogs for hunt- 
ing ? But from Bayonne, even to the coafta of 
Picardy and Flanders, France has men of inde- 
fatigable induftry, and Normandy alone has 
formerly fubdued England. 

Affairs were in this deplorable condition 
both by fea and land, when a man of an active 

and 
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and bold genius, but prudent, having views as 
great as thofe of marfhal Belleifle, with more 
fpirit, obferved that France could not alone 
repair fo many enormous lofles. He found 
means to engage Spain to fupport the quarrel ;. 
he made it the common caufe of all the branches 
of the houfe of Bourbon. By this means, Spain 
and Auftria were joined with France in the 
fame intereft, Portugal was in effecT: an Eng— 
lifh province, from whom fhe drew fifteen mil- 
lions yearly. It was neceflary for him to begin 
at this corner, and this was what determined 
Don Carlos, king of Spain, (by the death of 
his brother Ferdinand) to enter Portugal. This 
manoeuvre was perhaps the greateft politic 
fcheme of which modern hiftory makes men- 
tion * % but even this did not fucceed, for the 
Englifh repulfed Spain, and faved Portugal. 

Under Philip II. Spain alone conquered all 
Europe ; and now, though joined to the French* 
could do nothing with England. Count de la 
Lippe Schombourg, a Weftphalian lord, quite: 
a youth, and who, until then,, never had a com- 
mand, and had even fcarcely been in the fervice^ 
being fent to the fuccour of Portugal by the 
king of England, at the head of fome Hano- 
verians and a few Englifh, always drove the 
Spaniards back to ^heir frontiers j and an Eng-' 

lifh 
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lifh fleet made them pay dear in America for 

their tardy declaration in favour of France. 

The Havanah, built upon the north coaft of 
Cuba, the greateft American ifland, at the entry 
of the gulf of Mexico, is the rendezvous of this 
new world. The harbour, as large as it was fe- 
cure, could contain one thoufand veffels : it is de- 
fended by three forts, from whence went a crofs 
fire, which rendered the landing impofiible to 
enemies. The earl of Albemarle, and admiral 
Pocock came to attack the ifle, but took great 
care of approaching the port. They defcended 
upon a diftant flat fhorc, which was imagined 
impoflible to be landed on : the mod confi- 
derable fort they befieged by land, which they 
took, and forced the town, the forts, and all the 
ifland to furrender, with twelve (hips of war, 
which were in the port, and twenty-feven 
veflels laden with treafure. They found in the 
town twenty-four millions of livres in fpecie, 
which was divided between the conquerors, 
who fet aftde the fixteenth part of this booty for 
the poor. The (hips of war belonged of right 
to the king ; but the merchantmen, to the ad- 
miral, and all the officers of the fleet, and the 
whole booty amounted to more than eighty 
millions. It has been remarked, that in this 
and the preceding war, Spain loft more than 

they 
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they bad drawn (Vom America during the /pace 
of twenty years. 

The Engliih, not content with having taken 
the Havanah in the Mexican fea, and the ifland 
of Cuba, extended their conqueffs to the Phi- 
lippine Ulands in the Indian fea, which are very 
near the antipodes of Cuba. Thefe iflands are 
not much lefs than thofe of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and would be richer, if they were 
well managed, one of them having gold mines, 
and their coafts producing pearls. The great 
Acapulco veflel, loaded to the value of three 
millions of piaftres arrived at Manilla, the ca- 
pital, which the Engliih took with the ides 
and this (hip, notwithftanding the aflurances 
given by the jefuit, in the name of St. Pota- 
mienne, (the patron of the town) that Manilla 
would never be taken. 

Thus the war, which impoverifhed other 
nitions, enriched one part of England, while 
the other groaned under the weight of the moft 
rigorous taxes, as well as all other nations en- 
gaged in the war. 

The French were at this time more unfor- 
tunate. All the refources were exhaufted; 
almoft all the citizens, by the king's example, 
converted their plate into money. The prin- 
cipal towns, and fome fbcieties, agreed to fur- 
diQx men of war at their own expence \ but 
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thefe (hips were not- yet built, and had they 
been ready, there were not feamcn fufficient to 
man them. . 

They were mailers of Flanders, and were 
en the point of taking Maeftricht; but they 
wanted bread in all the fouth parts of France, 
and had no more {hipping in a condition to 
protect the vefiels, which could bring them 
corn j no more fuccours, money or credit. 
Thofe who had been chofen to manage the 
finances, after fome months adminiftration, 
were turned out, and others refufed this em- 
ployment, in which, at this juncture, it was 
impoflible to a& with fatisfadion. 

In this forrowful fituation, which difcouraged 
all orders of the kingdom, the duke de Prallin, 
then minifter of foreign affairs, was ingenious 
and happy enough to conclude a peace, the 
negotiation for which, had been fet on foot by 
the duke de Choifeul, minifter of the war de- 
partment. 

The king of France exchanged Minorca 
(which he had agreed to reftore to Spain) for 
Belleiflc, which the Englifli reftored to the 
French, who loft (probably for ever) all Ca- 
nada, with Louifbourg, which had coft fo much 
money and pains only to be fo often a prev to 
the Englifh. All the land, upon the left of 
the great river Miffiffippi, was ceded to them. 

Spain, 
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Spain, to compleat their conquefts, alfo gave 
them Florid?. Thus, from the twenty-fifth 
degree to the Pole, almoft all is in the pofleflion 
of the Englifh, who divided the American he- 
mifphere with the Spaniards. The latter, pof- 
fefs the lands which produce the riches of con- 
vention ; the former, the real riches, purchafed 
by filver and gold, all the neceflaries of life, and 
every thing ufeful for manufactories. The 
Englifh coalb, for the fpace of fix hundred 
leagues, are divided by navigable rivers, by 
which their merchandizes are conveyed for 
forty or fifty leagues inland. The Germans 
were induced to people this acquired country, 
where they found a liberty which they were 
never fo happy as to enjoy in their own. They 
became Englifh; and if all thefe colonics'rd- 
main united to their metropolis, it is not to be 
doubted but this eftablifhment, will, fomc time 
or other, make the mod formidable power. The 
war commenced for a few pitiful huts, and Eng- 
land has gained two thoufand leagues of ground. 
The fmall iflands of St. Vincent, the Gre- 
nades, Tobago and Dominica, were like wife 
gained by them ; and it is by the means of 
thefe iflands, as well as Jamaica, that they 
maintain an immenfe commerce with the Spa- 
niards,— a commerce feverely prohibited, and 
always carried on, becaufc the ftibje&s of both 

nations 
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nations gain by it, and that the law of neceffitf 

claims the preference to all others* 

France could obtain only (and that with 
great difficulty) the right of fUhing towards 
Newfoundland, and a little uncultivated ifland, 
named Michel on, to dry their cod-ftfb, under 
the reftridion of not making the leaft efta- 
blifhmcnt, — a pitiful right, always fubject Co 
encroachments. 

She was alfo excluded in the Indies from 
her eft ablifti merit upon the Ganges* She ceded 
her poffeffions at Senegal in Africa, and was 
obliged to demolifh the fortifications at Dun- 
kirk on the Tea fide. 

This kingdom loft, in the courfe of this hor- 
rible war, great pari of the flower of its youth, 
more than half of the current money of the 
kingdom, its navy, commerce and credit. It 
was believed, that it was very eafy to have pre- 
vented all thefe misfortunes, by giving up to 
the Englifh a little piece of litigated ground 
towards Canada. But fome ambitious perfons, 
to make themfelves neceflary and important, 
plunged France into thi* fatal war. It was 
the fame in the year 174.1, — the fclfiflinefs of 
two or three individuals is fufficient to dcfolate 
all Europe. France had fo prefting an occafion 
for this peace, that they confidered the con- 
duders of it as the faviours of their country. 

The 
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T4ic national debt was greater than that of 
Louis XIV. the extraordinary expences of this 
war amounted in owe year, to four hundred mil- 
lions : judge of the reft by this ; France would 
have been greatly the lofer, had (he even been 
victorious. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

Interior Government of F R a n c e. Quarrels 
and Adventures from 1750 to 1762. 

FO R a long time before this terrible war, 
and, during its continuance, the interior 
parts of France were troubled with that ancient 
and indeterminable war between the fecular 
jurifdi&ion, and the ecclefiaftical difcipline. 
The extent of their power having never been 
limited as it now is in England, in other coun- 
tries, and particularly in Ruflia. Dangerous 
diflentions will always arife as long as the 
rights of the monarchy, and thofe of its diffe- 
rent members are in difpute. 

About the year 1750, a triinifter of the 
finances was found bold enough to iflue an 
order that the clergy, and the religious orders, 
fhould give an account of their wealth ; to the 
end that the king might fee, by what they pof- 
Vol. II. I feflcd, 
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feflcd, how far they were taxable. Never w» 
a propofition more juft, but its confluences 
-gave it the appearance of a facrilege. An old 
*bifhop of Marseilles wrote to the comptroller- 
general thus : " Do not drive us to the neceffity 
"** of difobeying either God, or our King ; yeu 
" are fenfible which of the two fhould have 
*« the preference." This letter from the bifhop, 
worn out with age, and incapable of writing, 
was written by a jefuit named La Maire, who 
governed the bifhop and his houfe. This jefuit 
was a zealous fanatic, — a fort of men who are 
always dangerous. 

The minifter was obliged to drop an under* 
taking that he ought not to have hazarded, if 
it could not be fupported. Some individuals 
of the clergy imagined now, that they could 
fully employ government by an embarraffing 
diverfion, and put the fpiritual body in arms, 
in order to make the temporal refpeel them. 
They knew that the famous bull Unigenitus, 
was held in execration by the people. It was 
refolved to demand of dying pcrfons, con- 
feflional notes j and it was made neceffary that 
thefe notes fliould be figned by priefts adhering 
to the bull, without which, no viaticum, no 
extreme un&ion ; and thefe two confolations 
were refufed without pity to all appellants, 
and to thofe who confeffed to appellants. The 

axchbifhop 
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•rchbifhop of Paris, engaged deeply in this 
manoeuvre, more front theological zeal than 
factious inclination. 

In the inftant, every family was akvmed, the 
fchifm was announced, and many of the feci 
of Janfenifts began to exclaim, that if the fa- 
craments were to be obtained with fuch diffi- 
culty, the people would foon difpenfe with 
them, in imitation of other nations. Thefe in- 
fignificant fectaries engaged the attention of 
the Parifians, more than all the important in- 
tercfts of Europe. They were a kind* of infeds 
fprung from the carcaftes of Molinifm, and Jan- 
fenifm, which, buzzing round the city, flung all 
•the citizens ; no remembrance of Metz, of Fon- 
tenoy, of their difgraces or victories, or of any 
of thofe great events which had agitated all Eu- 
rope. In Paris, there were fifty thoufand perfons 
poiTeflcd like devils, who knew not in what 
country the Danube, or the Elbe flowed, and 
who thought the univerfe overturned by thefj 
notes of confeffion, — fuch are the populace ! 

A curate of St. Etienne du Mont, a little 
parifli of Pah5, having rcfufed the facrament to 
a counfellor of the chatekt, the parliament com- 
mitted him to prifon. 

The king beholding this little civil war, 

excited between the parliaments and bifhops, 

forbid bis* courts of judicature to intermeddle 

- 1 % with 
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with the affairs of the facraments, and referred 
the cognizance thereof to hi* privy-council. 
The parliaments complained that the cxercife 
of the general police of the kingdom was taken 
frcm them, and the clergy impatiently fub- 
niitted to the royal authority, to quell thefe 
religious quarrels $ — thus animofities increafed 
on all fides. 

The place of fuperior of the hofpital for poor 
girls, ferved to light up the flames of difcord. 
The archbifliop claimed the prerogative of 
nomination!, the parliament oppofed it ; and 
the king, having decided in favour of the pre- 
late, the parliament ceafed to perform its func- 
tions, and neglected the diilribution of juftice. 
He th/n found it expedient to fend, by his 
mufquctcers, letters under his hand and feal, 
commanding them to re-ailume their function*, 
under pain of diibbedience. 

The chambers then fct according to cuftom ; 
but when they were to hear caufes, they coulJ 
ft i ul no advocates. Thefe proceedings re- 
fembU'd in fome meafurc the time of the league j 
but being itripped of the horrors of civil war, 
they appeared only under a form fui'ceptible of 
ablurdity and ridicule. 

This folly, however, was very embarrafling. 
The king rcfolved to cxtinguiib, by his mo- 
deration, xlnj fire which caufed an apprehenfion 

of 
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of a general conflagration. He exhorted the 
clergy not to ufe dangerous rigours ; and the 
parliament proceeded again to bufinefs. 

But foon after, the notes of confeflion re-ap- 
peared, and frefli denials of the facraments irri- 
tated all Paris. The fame curate of St. Etienne 
being found guilty of a fecond prevarication, ... 
was fent for to parliament, who forbad him, 
and all the curates, to give the like fcandal 
under pain of a temporal feizure. The fame 
decrcr invited the archbifliop to put an end to 
this femdii by his own authority. This teroi 
of invitation feemed to agree with the views of 
the k ing's moderation. The archbifhop would 
not even allow the feeular power to have the 
right of giving him an invitation, and went to 
Verfailles and complained. He was fupported 
in this by an ancient bifhop of Mirepoix, named 
Boycr, charged with the office of prefenting to 
4he king, proper perfons for ecclefiaftical be- 
nefices. This man, formerly Thcatin, after- 
wards bifliop, and then minifter of this de- 
partment, was of a very limited underftanding, 
but zealous for the immunities of the church, 
regarding the bull as an article of faith, and 
having great credit attached to his place. He 
infinuated that the parliament undermined the 
authority of the church $ the parliamentary 

decree 
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decree was annulled, which occafioned ftroftg 
and pathetical rcmonftrances on their part. 

The king ordered that all thefe matters (hould 
be left to him, and that they (hould give an ac- 
count of all the denunciations that were made 
upon thefe matters, referving to himfelf the 
xigr^t of punifeiny thofe priefts whofe fcandalous 
zeal {hould revive the feeds of fchifm. By a 
fentence of his council of ftate, hz forbid hi 
lubje<fts giving one another the names of No* 
velifts, Janfcnifts, and Semi-pelagians ;— thil 
was ordering madmen to be wife* 

The curates of Paris, excited by the arch* 
bifhop, prefented a petition to the king, in 
favour of the notes of conft ffi.)n. Immediately 
the parliament arretted the curate of St. John's 
in Greves, who had framed the petition } and 
the king again annulled this procecdingofjuft ice. 
The parliament neglected their bufinefs \ and 
continued their rcmonftrances, and tho king 
perfifted in exhorting the two parties to peace* 
but his cares proved ufelefs, 

A letter from the biflbop of M:.rfcilles f con* 
demmd by the parliament, was burnt by the 
hand; of the hangman. A writing of the bi- 
fhop of Amiens fliared the fame fate ; the 
clergy being aflembled at this time at Paris, 
to pay five years fuhfidies to the king as ufual, 
refolvcd to go in their pontificals, and prefent 

their 
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their complaints j but he would not receive 
them in this extraordinary ceremony. 

On the other fide, the parliament condemned 
a bearer of the facrament in a fine, to afk par*. 
don upon his knees* and to be admonifhed , 
and a vicar of a parifh to banifhment, and the 
king annulled the fentence. 

Thefe troublefome affairs multiplied. The 
king always recommended peace, although the 
ecclefiaftics ftill refufed the adminiftration of 
the facraments, and the parliament continued 
to proceed againft the divines. 

At laft, the king gave the parliaments per- 
million to judge of the facraments, in cafes, 
brought before them 3 but he forbid them, 
feeking jurifdi&ion, if the parties did not com* 
plain to them. They then a fecond time re- 
(umed their functions ; and perfons at law, who 
had been neglected for thefe affairs, had the 
liberty to ruin tfcemfelves according to cuftom. 

The fire ftill lay hid under the afhes. The? 
archbifhop having ordered the facrament to be 
refufed to two poor old nuns of St. Agathe, 
who had formerly underftood the bull uni- 
genitus to be a diabolical work, who feared tQ 
incur damnation if they received this bull at 
their deaths, and were alfo fearful of it, if they 
failed receiving extreme unction, the par- 
liament fent their regifter to the archbifhop, 
J 4 and 
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and prayed him not to r*efufe the common afli- 
ftancc to thefe two women ; and the prelate 
anfwering, according to cuftom, that he ought 
not to account to any one but God alone, his 
temporalities were fcizcd,and the princes of the 
blood, and the peers, were invited to come and 
take their feats at parliament. 

The quarrel then might hav« become fcrious j 
and it was feared that the times of the league 
were again appearing. The king forbid his 
princes and peers to go and vote in the parlia- 
ment uponthofe matters, which right he attri- 
buted to his privy-council. The archbiflbop of 
Paris had even the credit to obtain a fentence 
of the council, todiflblve the little community 
of St. Agathe, where the women had fo bad an 
opinion of the bull of unigenitus. 

All Paris murmured. Thefe little troubles 
fpread in more than one town ; the fame fcan- 
dals, the fame denials of the facraments divid-'d 
the town of Orleans. The parliaments ifi'iud 
the fame ordinances for Orleans as for Paris j 
the fchifm made head again itfclf. A cur-t3 
of Rofainvillcrs, a diocefe of Amiens, thought 
proptr to f.ty to his audience, «* That thHc 
** v.h:ch were Janfcnifts mult depart the church, 
«* ;«ud that he would be the firfl to dip his hand* 
** iu their blood." He had the audacioufncls 
to point out (ome people c; his parifh, at whom 

the 
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the moft fervent conftitutionalifts threw ftones 
during the proceflion, without either the (loners 
or the ftoned having the leaft knowledge of the 
meaning of the bull, and janfenifm. 

Such a violence might have been punifhe] 
with death. The parliament of Paris, (Amiens 
being within its jurifdi&ion) was contented to 
banilh for life, this fa&ious and fanguinary 
pricft i and the king approved of this fentence, 
which was not infli&ed purely for a fpi ritual 
difcourfe, but for the crime of fedition, and 
difturbancc of the public repofe. 

In the midft of thefe troubles, Louis XV, 
was, like a father, bufied in parting two fight- 
ing children. He forbad blows and infults -, he 
reprimanded one party and exhorted the other ; 
he ordered filence, forbidding the parliaments 
to judge in fpiritual affairs, and recommending 
circumfpe&ion to the bifliops, regarding the bull 
as a law of the church, but not willing that they 
(hould infill upon fo dangerous a point. His 
paternal care could do but little with animated, 
revengeful minds. 

The parliaments pretended that they could 
not feparate the fpiritual from the civil, and 
that fpiritual quarrels neceflarily introduced 
civil commotions. The parliament of Paris 
Aimmoned the bifhop of Orleance to appear 
for th? facraments, and ordered the hangman 
IS to 
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to burn all the writings in which its jutif- 
diSion was contefted, except the declarations 
of the king, fending councilors to regifter their 
decree in the Sorbonne, in fpite of the king's 
orders. The hangman was feen daily em- 
ployed in burning the mandates of the bilhops, 
and the tribunals of juftice enforced the admi- 
nift ration of the facraments to the fick, by mi- 
litary aid. The parliament in all its fteps con- 
fulted only its own laws, and the maintenance 
of its authority ; the king had a farther view, 
and 'confidered thofe political conveniences- 
which often require the laws to give way. 

In fhort, for the third time, the parliament 
ceafed to diftribute juftice to the citizens, and 
employed themfelves folely about the refufal of 
the facraments, which agitated all France. 

The king fent alfo to parliament, for the 
third time, mandatory letters, ordering them to 
N fulfil their duties, and not to make his fubje&s, 
having fuits depending, fuffer any longer delay 
for thefe foreign difputes ; the affairs of private 
perfons having no relation to the bull uni- 
genirus. 

The parliament replied, that they fhould vio- 
late their oath if they acknowledged the letters 
patent of the king, and that they could not 
cbtcmperer y (an old word, derived from the 
Latin, fignifyingto obc^^ 
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The king then thought himfelf obliged to 
banifh all the members des enquettes^ fome to. 
Bourges, others to Poitiers, and the reft to 
Auvergne, and to order four of them to im- 
prifonment, who had fpoken with the greateft 
zeal. 

The grand chamber was fpared ; but even 
they thought it was not to their honour to be 
fo, and perfifted in their neglect of juftice,and 
proceeding againft the refractory. The king 
then fent them to Poatoife, a village fix miles 
from Paris, where the duke of Orleans had al- 
ready fent them during his regency. 

All Europe was aftonifhed that they made fo 
snuchnoife in France for fo trifling ari affair; 
and the French patted for a frivilous nation, 
who, for want of enforcing good laws, put 
every thing in diforder about a difpute every 
where elfe defpifed. After having fecn five* 
hundred thoufandmen in arms for the ele&iori 
cf an emperor ; and Europe, India, and Ame- 
rica defolated, that they mould afterwards fall 
back into this paper-war, refembled a gently 
fhower of rain after a thunder-ftorm. But it 
ought to be recollected, that Germany, S weden* 
Holland and Switzerland had formerly expe- 
rienced much greater con fu (ions for fuch ab- 
furditiesj that the inquifition of Spain was 

worfc 
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wcrfe than a civil war, and that every nation 
has its follies and misfortunes. 

The parliament of Normandy imitated the 
Parifian with regard to the facraments, citing 
the bifhop of Evreux, and alfo neglecting the 
adminiftration of juitice. His majefty fent an 
officer of his guards to cancel their regifters. 
They were at lait more obedient than that of 
Paris. 

Diftributive juftice interrupted in the capital, 
would have been a great happinefc, if mankind 
were juft and wife ; but as they are neither one 
nor the other, and will go to law, the king 
,©rdered the members of his ftate-council, to 
determine all procefTes brought before them by 
appeal. He ordered his commiffion, inftitut;ng 
this jurifdi&ion, to be enregiftered at the Cha- 
jtelet ; as if it were neceflary for an inferior 
court to give authenticity to the royal au- 
thority. The ufe of thtfc rcgifters has aimoft 
always had its inconveniencics j but this de- 
fault of formality might, perhaps, have ftill 
greater. The Chatclet re fu fed to enregifterj 
but they were obliged to it by mandatory letters. 
' The royal council a/Tern bled, but the advocates 
would not plead ; they were made a joke of in 
Paris ; they even laughed at their own com- 
n i.Hon ; every thing was turned into plea- 
fantry, according to the genius of this nation, 
4 HiVvOok 
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which alv/ays laughs the next Jay, at what has 
caufed a general condensation and alarm the 
preceding evening. The ecclefiaftics, on their 
part, could hardly contain their exceffive joy 
on this fre'fh triumph. 

Boyer, the old bifhop of Mirepoix, who had 
been the firft author of all theie troubles, though 
not intentionally, being fallen into a dotage, 
owing to his great age, and the weak con- 
ftruiStion of his organs : every thing now in- 
clined to a conciliation ; and the miniftry ne- 
gotiated with the parliament of Paris, which 
was recalled, and came back, to the latisfaction 
of the whole town, uftiered in with the accla- 
mations of the populace, who cried, Long live 
the parliament ! its return was in triumph. 
His majefty, who was as much fatigued with 
the inflexibility of the divines as of the par- 
liaments, ordered peace and filence, and per- 
mitted the fecular judges to proceed againft 
thofe who aifturbed either. 

Yet the fchifm broke out from time to time 
in Paris and the provinces ; and, in fpite of 
the meafures that the king had taken to prevent 
- the refufal of the facraments, many bifhops 
endeavoured to make a merit of it at the court 
of Rome. A bifhop of Nantz having given in 
his town this example of rigour, or fcandal, 
was condemned by the prefidial of Nantz^ to 
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pay a fine of fix thoufand francs, and fubmitted 
to the fentence without any relief from the 
royal interpofition, fo heartily tired was the 
king grown of thefe difput es. 

The like fcenes happened in all the kingdom ; 
and while they affiidcd the parties interefted, 
they amufed the idle multitude. In Orleans, 
there was an old canon, a Janfenift, who died, 
to whom his brother canons refufed the com- 
munion j and the parliament of Paris con- 
demned them to pay twelve thoufand livres, and 
gave orders that the fick fhould receive the 
communion. The lieutenant criminal of con- 
» fequence fet every thing in order for this cere- 
mony, as for an execution j the prebends, how- 
ever, fo contrived that their brother died with- 
out the facraments, and they buried him in the 
moft pitiful manner they could. 

Nothing was become more common in the 
kingdom than to adminifter the communion by 
a fentence of parliament. The king having 
banilhedhis fecular judges, for not having ob- 
tempere to his orders, in order to Ihew his im- 
partiality, baniftied alfo itich of tne clergy as 
were ftifly bent on fchifm, and began with the 
archbifhop of Paris. He was confincj to his 
houfe at Conflans, about three leagues from the 
. town ; — a fweet exile, which rcfemblcd rather 
* paternal rcftraitvt than a yunifhment. 
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The bHhops of Orleans and Troy were iri 
like manner banifhtd to their country-houfes r 
and with the fame mildnefs* The archbifhop 
of Paris being ftill as- inflexible in his exile a» 
when in his epifcopal dignity, was banifhed to 
a greater diftance. 

The parliament of Paris now afting unre- 
ftrained, reproved the Sorbonne, who, having 
formerly regarded the bull with horror, now 
looked upon it as an article of faith. The Sor- 
bonne threatened to flop their public lc&ures j 
and the parliament, which had itfelf neglefted 
more important bufinefs y ordered this faculty 
to continue theirs. They maintained the li- 
berties of the Gallican church, and the king 
approved it > but when the parliament went too 
far, the king itopped them, by confirming thofe 
decrees which tended to the public good, and 
by annulling thofe which appeared to him to 
be rafh and intemperate. 

This monarch always faw himfelf between? 
two powerful, animated faftions, as the Romaa 
emperors were Letween the blue and green. 
He was taken up with the maritime war, which 
England was juft beginning with him. A land- 
war appeared inevitable ; and it was no longer 
a time to contend about bulls. 

But it was ftill neceflary for the king to ap- 
peafe the difputes fubfifting between V\* ^graxA. 

4 CO>KCtf&.. 
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council and the parliaments ; for fcarcely any 
thing being determined in France by precife 
laws ; the bounds and privileges of each body 
being uncertain j the clergy being always in- 
clined to extend their jurifdiition j the cham- 
ber of accounts having difputed with the par- 
liaments many of their prerogatives ; the 
peers having often pleaded theirs againit the 
parliament of Paris, it was not to be wondered 
at, that the grand council (hould likewife have 
difputes with them. 

This grand council was originally the king's 
council, and ufed to accompany the fovereigns 
in all their travels. Every thing by degrees 
altered in public administration, and the grand 
council changed alfo. Under Charles VIII. it 
was only a court of judicature ; it decided con- 
cerning evocations, the competency of judges, 
and all proceedings refpecting all the benefices 
of the kingdom, except the regal ; and had a 
right alfo to try its proper officers. A coun- 
sellor, belonging to this court, was fummoned 
to the Chatelet for debt* the grand council 
claimed thecaufe, and fet afide the fentencc of 
the Chatelet. Immediately the parliament was 
in an alarm, and rendered void the fentence of 
the grand council, and the king annulled that 
of the parliament. Frefh remonftrances, frefh 
^uarreJs Succeeded •, a\\ th* ^*xl\ajpientt rofe 
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againft the grand council, and the public di- 
vided on thcdifpute. The parliament of Paris 
again convoked the peers to aflemble in a body 
about this difpute, and the king forbad his peers 
to aflemble ; — thus this affair, like many others, 
remains undecided. • 

In the mean time, the king had more im- 
portant occupations. It was neceflary to carry 
on againft the Englifli, aburthenfome war both 
by fea and land; yet he eftablifhed, at this 
time, the memorable foundation of the military 
fchool, the fineft monument of his reign, and 
which the emprefs-queen, Maria-Therefa, has 
fince imitated. He wanted money for tht'fe 
great concern*, and the parliaments hcfitated 
not a little in registering the edicts, which or*' 
dered the collection of two twentieths 1 they 
have been finee obliged to pay three j becaufe, 
whenever there is a war, either the citizens 
muft fight or pay thofe that will j there is no 
alternative. 

The king held a bed of juftlce at Verfailles, 
where he convoked the princes and the peer f 
with the Parifian parliament. There he ordered 
hisedidt to be regiftered j but the parliament of 
Paris proteffed againft it, and pretended that 
it not only had been deprived of the neceflary 
liberty of examination, but that this edict re- 
quired modifications which, would neither pres 
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judicc the interefts of the king nor thofe of the 
kingdom, which- are in reality the fame, which 
it was bound to maintain ; and/aid further, that 
its duty was not to pleafe but to ferve $ — thus 
zeal combat ted obedience. 

The thorns of fchifm interfered with this 
important affair of the taxes. A counfellor of 
the parliament lying fick at his country houfe, 
in the diocefe of Meaux, demanded the facri- 
ments ; a minifter refufed them to him as an 
enemy of the church, and let him die without 
this folemn rite. They proceeded againft the 
minifter, who fled. 

The archbifoop of Aix made a new formulary 
upon the bull, and the parliament of Aix fen* 
tenccd him to pay ten thoufand livres to the 
poor j thus he loft his formulary and his money. 

The bifhop of Troyea having troubled bis 
diocefe, the king fcnt him prifoncr to a mo- 
naftery in Alface. The archbifhop of Paris, 
who had been permitted to return to Conflans, 
pronounced an excommunication againft thofe 
who read the ordinances and remonftrances of 
the parliament upon the bull and letters of con- 
feffion. 

Louis XV.embarraflTed by fuch a number of 
animofities, carried his circumfpcction fo far 
as to aflc the advice of pope Lambertini, Be- 
nedict XIV, a man as moderate ashimfclf, be* 
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loved throughout Chriftendom for the mildnefs 
and vivacity of his character, and whofe lofs is 
to this hour regretted. He never engaged in 
any affair but to recommend peace y his fecretary 
of the briefs, cardinal Paffionei, was his prin- 
cipal agent, and at that time the only man of 
letters in the facred college. He was of fo ele- 
vated a genius as to defpife the difputes in quef- 
tion j he hated the jefuiu who had fabricated 
the bull, and could not be iilent upon the falfe 
ftep that had been made at Rome, by condemn- 
ing in this bull, virtuous maxims, whofe truth 
is immortal, and adapted to all timet and na- 
tions. The following for example, " the fear } 
«• of an unjuft excommunication ought not to ' 
" hinder ua from the performance of our duty. 11 

Thit maxim ia in all the world, thfcfafegu&rd 
of virtue. All the ancieata and moderns have 
f«d, that duty ought to prevail over the fear of 
punifhment, 

But however furpriflng the bull appeared ia 
more than one point, neither the cardinal PaflU 
ooei, nor the pope* could rctcaft a coaftitution 
legarded as a law of the church, Benedict XIV. 
fent to the king a circular letter for all the 
biihops of France, in which he acknowledged 
this bull as an univerfal law, againft which no 
refiftance cquld be made, ** without endanger 
** ripg their eternal falvation \" but decided, 
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finally, that, " to avoid fcandal, it was nc- 
f « ceffary for the prieft to caution fick perfons, 
" who were fufpe&ed of janfenifm, that they 
" incurred damnation, and then to let them 
" communicate at their peril." 

The fame pope, in his private letter to the 
king, recommended to him theepifcopal rights. 
When a pope is confulted upon any occafion 
whaetver, we muft expeft that his advice will 
be conformable to his ftation. 

But BenediQ XIV. while he maintained the 
refpeft due to his rank, did all he could in fa- 
vour of the king** authority, of general bene- 
volence, and of the peuce of the nation. Hit 
brief, addrefled to the biihops, was prntedj 
the parliament hud the courage, or r »thcr the 
ralhnefs to condemn and fupprefs it b, an arret. 
This proceeding offended the king ftill more, 
becaufe it was he who had fent this brief to the 
bifhopa which the parliament had condemned. 
In this brief, neither the liberties of the Gal- 
ilean church, or the royal authority, were men- 
tioned, which the parliament had maintained 
and vindicated at all times. The court dis- 
covered in the cenfure of the parliament more 
ill-humour than moderation. 

The council believed that they had another 
fubjefl on which they could repravc the par- 
Jiament at Paris -, mnj other fuperior courts, 
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which bore the name of parliaments, intitled 
themfclves, " ClafTes of the parliament of the 
" kingdom •" a title which the chancellor of 
the hofpital had given them, and fignified only 
the union of the parliaments in the intelligence 
and maintenance of the laws. The parliaments 
did not pretend to reprefent the whole ftate 
divided into different companies, which all 
together making a fingle body, conflitute the 
perpetual dates-general of the kingdom. This 
idea would have been very great, but it would 
have been too much, and the royal authority was 
enraged at it. 

Thcfe confederations, joined to the difficulty 
that was made upon the enregiftering the taxes, 
determined the king to come and reform the 
parliament of Paris by holding a bed of juftice. 

Though the miniftry kept this meafure a 
profound fecret, ftill it tranfpired to the public. 
The king was received in Paris with a melan- 
choly filence. The public confider parliaments 
only as the enemies of taxes, and never exa- 
inine if thefe taxes are neceflary ; nor even make 
,thc reflection, that they fell their labour and 
merchandizes in proportion to them, and that 
the burthen falls upon the rich, who conse- 
quently are the firft to complain, and to en- 
courage the murmurs of the populace. 

In 
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In this war, the Englifh had been loaded 
with taxes more than the French ; but that 
people tax themfelves, and know how to rctm- 
burfe themfelves for their public loans. France 
is taxed, and never knows upon what (hall be 
affigned the funds deftined for the payment of 
their loans. In England, the public taxes are 
not farmed to individuals, who enrich them- 
felves at the nation's expence ; but this is the 
cafe in France. The parliaments of France 
have always made remonftrances to the king 
againft this a f, >ufe ; but there are times when 
thefe remonftrances, and particularly making 
difficulties about enregiftering, are more dan- 
gerous than the taxes themfelves, becaufe a war 
demands prefent fuccour, and the abufes of 
thefe fupplies cannot be correfted, perhaps, 
but with length of time. 

The king came to parliament, and ordered 
an edift to be read, by which he fupprefled two 
chambers of this body, and feveral officers. Or- 
dered, That the bull unigenitus fhould be re* 
fpefted, and forbid the fecular judges to order 
the adminiftration of the facrament, permitting 
them only to judge of abufes and offences com- 
mitted in adminiftring them. He enjoined the 
bifhops to prefcribe to all their minifters, dif- 
cretion and moderation, and recommended that 
all paft quarrels (hould be buried in oblivion. 
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He ordered that no counfellor fhould have a 
deliberate voice before he was twenty- five years 
of age ; and that no one could vote in the af- 
fembly of the chambers 'till he had ferved ten 
years ; and, finally, made the moft exprefs 
" inhibitions againft intempting, under any 
c< pretence whatever, the ordinary bufinefs." 

The chancellor put thefe orders to the vote 
for form's fake ; but the parliament kept a pro- 
found filence. The king then faid, he would 
be obeyed, and that " he would punifh who- 
<c ever dared to fwerve from his duty." 

The next day fifteen counfellors of the great 
chamber lodged their refignation at the office. 
One hundred and twenty-four members of 
parliament foon followed their example, and 
univerfal murmurings prevailed throughout the 
city. 

Among fuch a number of difputes which oc- 
cafioned a general fermentation in {he midft of 
a horrid war, and in this confufed ftate of the 
finances, which rendered this war frill more 
dangerous, and irritated the animofity of the 
malecontents. In fhort, amidft the thorns of 
divifion fown on all fides between the magiitrates 
and clergy ; in fuch a general uproar, it was 
very difficult, to do any good, and it remained 
only to prevent the execution of much evil. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

An Attempt againft the King's Perfon. 

THESE emotions of the people were foon 
buried in a general confternation, occa- 
sioned by a molt horrid and unforefeen accident. 
The king was (tabbed in the court of Verfailes on 
the 5th of January 1757, in the prefence of his 
fon, and in the midft of his guards and the great 
officers of the crown. The following is an 
account of this ftrange event ; 

A miferable wretch, of the dregs of the peo- 
ple, named Robert Francois Damicns, born in a 
village near Arras, had been a confidence time 
afervant in feveral houfes in P^ris; he was a 
man whofe gloomy and fiery difpofnion had 
always bordered upon madnefs. 

The general murmurs that he had heard in 
all public places j in the grand hall of the pa- 
lace, and elfewhcre, heated his imagination. He 
went to Vcrfailles like a diftrafled perfon, and 
in thofe agitations, which his inconceivable 
defign threw him into, hedcfircd to be blooded 
at his inn. Phyfic has fo great an influence 
ever the fouls of men, that he protefted after- 
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wards in his interrogatories, c< that if his re- 
" queft had been complied with, viz. bleeding, 
«« he (hould not have committed the crime." 

His defignwas themoft unheard-of that ever 
entered the head of a monfter of this fpecie ; he 
did not want to kill the king, as in effe& he 
declared fince, and as unfortunately he could 
have done, but he was refolved to wound him, 
and this is in reality what he declared in his 
criminal profecution before the parliament. 

" I had not the intention of killing the king. 
" I could have done it, had I had the in- 
** clination. I only wounded him, that God 
" might touch him, and incline him to re-eft^- 
" bliih all things in order, and to reftore the 
" tranquility of his dominions j and the sfrch- 
«« bifhop of Paris is the fole caufe of all thefe 
« troubles." 

This idea had inflamed his head to fuch a 
degree,, that in another interrogation he faid : 

44 I have mentioned counfellors of parlia- 
** ment, becaufe I have ferved one, and be- 
« c caufe almoft all men are enraged at the 
" conduct of my lord the archbifhop." In a 
word, fanaticifm had troubled the mind of thij 
unfortunate man to fuch a point, that in the 
interrogatories he underwent at Verfailles, are 
found thefe his own words : 

.Vot 4 If. K li Bc *nt 
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" Being interrogated what motives had ex* 
« cited him to aflaHinate the king's perfon, he 
«« replied, That it was for the caufc of re» 
«« ligion." 

. All the affaflinatora of Chriftian princes have 
urged this caufc. The king of Portugal had 
not been afiaffinatcd but by virtue of the deci- 
fion of three jefuits. It is very well known 
that Henry III. and IV. of France, pcrifhed bjr 
the hands of fanaticks ; but with this difference, 
they loft their lives becaufe they appeared to be 
enemies of the pope j and the life of Louis XV. 
was attempted becaufe he feemed to be too obli* 
gjng towards him; 

The airaffin was fumiflied with a fpring. 
knife, at one end carrying a long iharp-pointod 
blade, and at the other, a penknife about four 
inches in length. He waited for the moment 
when the king fhould flop into his coach to go 
to Trianon. It was near fix in the evening) 
quite duttky, and exceeding cold ; alifiolt 
all the courtiers wore elbaks, which, by cor* 
ruptiun, arc called rediii o ottca. Damiens thus 
drifted, proceeded towards the guards, and* in 
pnffing, run againft the Dauphin* he then 
forced his way through the iile of gnrtlei dtt 
aorps, and one hundred Swifs, accoftcd the 
king an<l (tabbed him with the penknife in the 
fifth rib, then put his knife into his pocket 
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egpsv and mmiftcxi will* hk hat upoa hit 
bead* Tb* kiogi 6fidi»ff hiaifetf wmmiat* 
timed afcout*. audi efpying this ftfan^ee who 
wae covered* a*d wfaflfe eyes (bred wildly* he 
(did, " That is the man who ftabbed me,.arreft 
«* him, but do him no barm. 

Whilft every one was feized with fright and 
horror ; the king carried in to his bed ; fur- 
geonb Anight, and it was uncertain whether his 
wound was mortal or not, or whether the knife 
was empoi Coned ; the parricide ofteo repeated* 
« Let them take care of Monfeigneur le Dau- 
« pbin* that he does not go oijt th« whole day.*' 

At tbefe word* , the tmi verfal alarni redoubled. 
It was hoc doubted that there was a confpiracy 
againft the royal family ; every one figured tp 
himfelf the greateft dangers, the greateft and 
moft premeditated crimes. 

Happily* tbe king's wound was, but flight; 
hut the general trouble was confiderable? and 
fears, tofptdoos and intrigues multiplied at 
court. The grand provoft of the houfludd, 
to whom the puoilb jient of ciiaxu y committed 
in the king's palace* beton?*, immediately 
JiaiaetV the villain, and commenced the pro- 
ceedings in form, as pra&ifed at St. Cloud on 
the afftffination of Henry III. An exempt of 
the pseuftft't- guacd having obtained a little 
confidence, either feemiitg or real, in the afie- 
£ 2 tt*J& 
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nated mind of this miferable wretch, engaged him 
Xa be fo hardy as to write a letter to.the king *. 
Damiens write to the kjng ! An aflaffin write 

to Jiim whom he had affaflinated ! ". His 

i 

* Sir, " I am very forry f I had the misfortune lo 
" alTault you ; but if you do not take your people's part, 
^i before, fomc years have expired, you and Monfieur le 
" Dauphin, and fome others,' will perifli. It will be a 
" pity that fo good a prince, for the kindneft he has for 
" ecclefiaftics, in whom he places all his confidence, 
*' fliould not be fure of his life ; and if j ou have not the 
«' goodnefs to remedy it in a little time, very great mif- 
+ l fortunes will arife. .Your kingdom not being in fiirety, 
*' unhappily for you, your fubjects have given you up. 
** -The affair comes only from the clergy 5 and if yon 
" have not the goodnefs for your people, to order the Ld- 
4t miniftration of the facraments at the time of death, they 
u having refufed it fince your fitting in juftice, and alfo, 
*•' the chatelet having fold the moveables of the prieft who 
'« lied. I repeat it to you, your life is not in fafety j I 
" fpeak from good authority, and I take the liberty of 
«' informing you of it, by the officer who brings you this, 
.'« and in whom I have placed all my confidence. The 
" archbifhop of Paris is the caufe of all this trouble, by 
€t his ordering the facraments to be refilled. After the 
*' truel crime that I have committed againft your facred 
•' perfon, the fincere confefllon I take the liberty of ma- 
" king to you, gives me hope that I fhall receive the good* 
" neis of yonr majefty's clemency. 

" Signed, Damiens." 

-\ This letter is found in page 69, of the proccfi againft Da- 
miens, given to the public by the criminal regiibr of the par- 
liament, by penniffion of his fuperiors, 

* At 
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His letter is ridiculous, and conformable to 
the abje&nefs ofhisftate ; but it dtfcovers- the> 
objeft of his fury. In it is feen, that the pub* 

At the back of the faid letter is written, flourifhed, ni 
varietur, agreeable to, and at the defire of the interrogator 
of Francis Damiens, dated the 9th day of January j 7 57, 
at Verfailles, prefent, the king. 

Signed, Dam 1 ens. 

The clerks Du Brillet and Duvoigne, with flouriflres. 
And lower down is written : To the king. 
Then follows the tenor of a writing, Signed, Dam I IKS* 
(Copy of the billet.)" 
Meflieurs, Chagrange, fecond, 
BauTedeLuTe*, 
De la Guiomye, 
Clement, 
■ Lambert,' 

The prefident de Rieux Bonnainvillieri 9 
Prefident de Mafly, and almoft all. 
It is neceflary that the king re-eftablifli his parliament, 
and fupport them, with a promife of doing nothing to 
thife above-mentioned and their company. 

Signed, DAMlENt. • 

And further is written. 
Flourirtied, ne varietur, agreeable tp, and at the defiro 
of the interrogator of this day, being the 9th of January^ 

'7S7- , . 

Signed, " "• Damiens. 

The clerks Du Brillet and Duvoigne, whh a flourilh. 

The faid Jetter. . 

t ■■•".« 

* This wntch mantled the names of almoft all of whom lie 

*** ^^ *•--• •••--'-- v 
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lie £MBfiftftite4gbifftft th* iwcbbiAop fawi'ttftted 
the crinunaTs brain, and excited Jumto fait vifc 
attempt* It appeared by the names of the Mem- 
bers of parliament, cited in his letter, that be 
knew thcift by gbrving tslit of their h t feliatn - t 
but it wouM have bteti aWurd to fiippofclhat 
Aey had **fjfltiined their fentrrnems whim, and 
much lefs that they had ever tbUHiita, or even 
dropped a word to encourage thecrime. 

So the king -did not faefttate to «cftr yfass pu- 
rrilhmttit^o <hcfe tf «ta? grand thmtM , «fco 
had not refigned. We iufifad even that the 
princes and peers fcouM, by fbetr ftftHuLi , 
add more authenticity and TdteWriljy, in all 
points, to the trial in the eyes oF £he public, 
who are as fufpicious, as curious exqggerators, 
and fffeb alwByrfee,*! tfadfeftightful adventures, 
beyond tte i«*Cb>--4ra^ ta **•£, did truth 
frfcpeaY mbrfe efcarty. 

It is evi*cnt ? that this Wad felhro^at! tio a*. 
complice. He always declared, "be did not think 
of killing the king* -bat thathe-had formed the 
**gn *t> w&imd ki*t «*wr <ftncc *be bMiAwntit 
^jf Thfe 'pBtHilfcf^ht. 

Difeftly,, upon the firft interrogation, he faid, 
*« That religion alone had determinedtlim to 
" this attempt;'* 

He acknowledged that he only fpoke bad of 
(He iKfbliiiitl'SjTOd'ftWfc *toV**J&A««te facra- 
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roents; and that thefe people, the Molmifts, 
apparently believe in two Gods. 

Me cried out im the torture, *f I thought I 
** ftould have done a meritorious work for hca- : 
« Ven ; and ft : is*wnat I have heard fetl by aM 
«* the-priefts in the palace.'' -He c#nftantly 
perfifted ^nfaying *that it was the airHbtfhup^df 
Paris, the refufal of the facraments, and the 
difgraces of the parliament, that liad fttrred him 
to this act -of -parricide ; tie declared the jsme 
again to his conftiffcrs. This unfortunate man 
was no more than a foolifh fanatic, Ids abo- 
minable, in faft,than Ravillac and John "Cha- 
ttel, but more mad^ and having no more &c- 
coiin^iccsthaTithxjfe*twofurits4iad. Thecom- 
moh accomplices forthefrmortfters are fanatics, 
wfrofe treated brains light -up, without know- 
ing' it, a*foe 4 urwea , k desperate, hardened minds.* 
A'Hfew WorBs dropped by chance w-fafficieitt 
to to diem an 'flames. Damiens aflcd under 
the Tame illufion as Ravillac, and died in the 
lame torments. - 

Suchis-theeffe&of fanaticifm andthedeftrny 
of kings- Henry HI. and IV. were affaffinatcd 
becaufe they Tupported their rights ^agamft the 
clergy ; and Louis XV. becaufe he was re- 
proached with ufing too little feverity againft 
one. Behold three kings, upon whom die 
K 4 hands 
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hands of parricides have fallen, in a country 
renowned for the love of its fovcreigns ! 

The father, wife and daughter of Damicns, 
although innocent, were banifhed the kingdom, 
with a prohibition againft returning under pain 
of death j and, by the fame fentence, they were 
obliged to quit their name of Damicns, which 
Was become execrable. 

This event occafioncd thofc, who by thtir 
unhappy ecclefiafticaJ quarrels hail been the 
caufc of this great crime, to return, for fome 
time, to their fenfes. It is too evidently fcen 
what a dogmatical fpirit, and the bigotry of 
religion, can produce. No one could have 
imagined that a bull, and tickets of confeffion, 
could have had fuch horrible events ; but fo it 
if, that the foibles and fury of mankind are 
clofcly united. The fpirits of Poltrot, and 
James Clement, which were reputed to be an- 
nihilated, ftill fubfift in the fouls of the igno- 
rant and ferocious. Keafon in vain guides the 
principal citizens ; the populace arc always in- 
clined to fanaticifm -, and perhaps there is no other 
remedy to this contagion, than to enlighten, in 
the end, even the populace \ but, in (lead oft Jut, 
they are educated in fupcrflition, and afurw«rJ» 
men arc- aftonifhedat iheccnfcqucnces of it. 

In the mean tim* , fixtccn councilors, who 
had refigncd, were fent into exile ; and oi.e of 
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them * who had been clerk, and afterwards was 
made counfellor of honour, celebrated for his 
patriotic principles and eloquence, eftablifhed 
a perpetual mafs, to return God thanks for 
■Having preferved the* life of that king who ba*~ 
<niflied him.. * . 

Many officers of the parliament of Benfan£on> 
were confined in different towns for having re- 

• fbfed to regrfter the fecond twentieth periny, 
.and giving a decree againft the intendatft of the 

province. : 

His majefty, notwithstanding the wicked at- 
tempt made upon his perfon, and in fpite of! a 
ruinous war, conftantly and carefully employed 

• himfelf in ftifling the quarrels of his parliament 
and clergy ^endeavouring to contain each .power 

'■ in its proper limits, banifhing the archbifhop of 
Paris once more, for having afied contrary to. 
bis laws, in the ele&ion of the fuperior of aeon* 
vent. He afterwards recalled this prelate, ftill 
rendering his. refoiution the more refpe&able 

. by his moderation. At length, the affairs even 
of the parliament of Paris were accommodated ; 

, the members of this. body,. who. had refigned, 

refumed. their, pofts and fun&ions; and every 

thing promifed tranquility at home, 'till.falfe 

zeal, and the fpirit of party, fliould occafion freft 

troubles.. • . • ,j 

*' L*Abt«-dft Chauvelin* 

K 5 CVLfcJS, 
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The AflaJ&oatieii *>f die Edng^f Poetugak. 

The Expulfion of the Jefuits famidnce, 

. dmyrpart *f a.hiftQiy« JiU hiftorian of 
antiquity has entered into a detail oftheefta- 
4>UJbiiflh*s:df the jpridfts Mpf elrtar CybeJe or 
^Jknon. dt Its *>nc *of the nutfartunes of our 
•£unapoan ifblice, *h*ttfee Monks, .deftined «x 
tjgnxiitiiKie .by Mteir kiAiMt&on, ihave made as 
tsmch ndfe* i& she «*>rld • 36 tprioces j either by 
tftheir immenfe iriche&,<ar rf he: omaUcs they have 
ntxritsd ever ftmje thriritif&fit&fcan 

• >lt is well 'known, tbatJtoe jefuits wete the 

.laStual Ifav&tesigns^f Paragwry, penile they ac- 

. acknowledged -theJting tff Spain- for its matter. 

ThaSp^ifccwttihad^by a-TfuAty^f exchange, 

• bedeU certain di&ri&s Of .*hefe -lands to king 
Jcrfbph of Portugal, <of- tfoe fctufe of firaganza, 
-who aocufed the jefuite ;4f having oppofed this 
'.cedure, dnd oaufed 'the iptople to revolt, who 
Jought to 4uwe tfubftiiatKl lo <he 'government of 
the Portugueze. This, joined to a lumber of 
other injuries, occxfton'cd The jefuits to be driven 

from the court of L'iftra*. 
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Some rime after, the Tavora family, and 
particularly the duke dVWeiro, uncle :to the 
gKMing caimteft Atarde d'^Atouguia.; vthertUl 
-mztquhk ;and imrghionefe *>f STavopa, the 
^parents of the young counters; and, i* 
• IQtort, count Atatde^her foifband, and one, of 
*b« unfortunate JadyVbrothers, imagining that 
*tbey had imeiv*d*fn*nvthe king an. irreparable 
(injury, . mfebed- <to revenge theroieJvts s~-«en»» 
tgeanoe »nd fupejftitkm are mutually linked. 
\T^e'moditet©r8o^a wicked attempt will always. 

feek cafuifts and confeffors to encourage -them. 
<in their viilany; *nd this family,^ inking 
•thatnfelves thus ^ahufei, concerted' with three 
^efirits, /vn.Malagrida, Alexander and Matbos* 

IPhtfe ca^fe^deckred, that to take «a«iay<the 
«ttfe«of the iking mas ^ only: committing ia fiji^ 
owhichithey:termediiveaiaL 

T*>4mderftanli ttuanieciiioaJtiofle ^lBarly,iit 
*»:.necenary we incuM know that the cafuhfc 
<fma)K4u4tttia&ionhetween .the fins which iead 
*oiheiL,.and. thole j which conduct us .tojuuv 

gatory for a certain time : between .the fins .that 
-the abfolatton~of:apric&caii fongipe, either by 
sthe ineaiis^>f prayer, onthe diftribuuon of alma* 
iaad~thofe,whi~h are pardoned without any. &- 
itisnidim. ^rhe.fi^yiarecaniidereda&morta^ 
rtteiftStcvvouaL 

Auxiodar 
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Auricular confeffion occaiioned a parricide in 
Portugal as it had done in other countries. 
What was introduced as an expiation or" crimes, 
has been the means, oi'.. committing them;-* 
fuch is, as we have often remarked .in this 
hiftory, the deplorable conJitipn of humanity! 

The confpirators, furniihed with thejr par.- 
don for the other world, waited the king's re- 
turn to Lifbon, from a little, country -houi'c, 
alone, without domeftics, wd.jn, the night; 
they fired into his coach, and dangcrouiljr 
wounded him. ... 

All the accomplices, except one domeftic, 
were feized. Some perifhed by the wheel, 
and the others were beheaded. The countds 
d'Atai'de, whofe hufbahd was executed, went, 
by order of the king, to bewail in a convent, 
thofe horrible misfortunes which flic was 
thought to be the caufe of. The jefuits alone, 
who had advifed and authohfed this aJi'aiii- 
nation, by the means of confcnlon — (means as 
dangerous as they are facrcd) at that tim? 
efcaped punifhment. 

Portugal, not having then received that in- 
tellectual knowledge which had opened the 
eyesof fo many European kingdoms, was under 
greater fubmiffion to the pope than any other 
itatc. The kin j was not permitted to condemn 
to death, by his judges, a monk guilty of a par- 

tuiLJet 



ricide, without the cqnfent of Rom$. Other 
nations were in the i8tb, but the Portuguefe 

.feemed to.Jbeitill in the /2th century. 

Pofter jty will fau-oely -believe, that the king 
of Portugal fol jcj ted, Ron^e upwardi,of/i whole 
year, fjpr ,pcrmtffion jo -. try- the jefuit$ though 

.they were bit fubjects, and could nop obtain it. 
The courts of Liibon and Rome were, for a 
long time,) at open variance and every fyjjy 
flattered themfiHves that Portugal would fba^e 
oft' a yoke J4i?t England) her ally aaid protcctrpf*, 
had fo; long trampled under foot ; but the For- 
tuguczc miniitcr had too many enemies to dare 
to undertake what the - court of London had 
executed j however, his conduct expreft'd both 

( great refolution, andan extreme copdefcenfiq?. 

The jefuiu, who were moil culpable, were 

imprifoned in Lifbon, where the king, let them 

remain, and took this occaf ion to fend, to Rome 

all the jefuits of his dominions, afterwards de~ 

. daring them for ever baniihed his kingdom. j 
but yet dare^ not to deliver up po death thofc 
three, who were accufed and convicted of the 

m parricide. -The king was reduced to the expe- 
dient of delivering Malagrida to the inquifitlon, 
on fufpicion of having formerly advanced fon)C 
ra/h proportions, which bordered .upon herefy. 
The Dominicans, the judges of the holy 
•ffice, and aj&ftanu.of tlie grand inquifitor, 



HrewneVer well affefttxi toward^ the jefcks, aril 
-paid -more obedience to tire king of Portugal 
than they did to 'Rome. f ThWe monies dif- 
^covered a little to* of the *« lierohr Hfe of 
'•+* St. Ann, mother oFMaiy, dictated, to'the re- 
'♦"verend father ASalagrida'by St. Ann- fcerfelf." 
•Bbe declared to him that 'flie had -experienced 
"the immaculate conception as well -as her 
daughter, that flie had fpoken -and cried in her 
'motfacrS womb, and -alio that (he had made the 
'Cherohims weep. ;A11 the writings of Mala- 
grida were of a piece -with this ; befides, he 
'had made predictions, and performed miracles, 
and that of experiencing nocturnal pollutions 
'in hisprrfen, at the -age of feventy-'five, was 
•trot one of the leaft. With all this he was 
reproached in his procefs ; upon which he 
•was condemned 10 the flames, without their 
'even mentioning the afiafRnatron of the king, 
becaufc that was a fault again ft a fecular onlv, 
.and the other offences were agarrrft God; — 
'thus excefs of ridicule and abfuedity -were joined 
'to the extremity of horror. He-was brought to 
judgment as a prophet, and burnt for toeing* 
•madman ©rtly, and not -for attempting the king's 
.life. 

WhiHlihe jefuits were driven from Portugal, 
'this adventure routed the 'hatred that -'France 
tare towards tham, where -they were .always 
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powerful and detailed. It happened that one 
tff their order, named la Valette, chief of the 
tniffionaries at Guadaloupe, and the greatcft 
merchant in the lflarid, became a bankrupt for 
upwards of three millions. Every one who was 
interfiled, complained to the parliament df 

Taris. They now thought they had disco- 
vered that the General of the order, refident at 

'Rome, had managed the wealth of the fociety 
in a defpotic manner ; and the parliament de- 
creed that the prefident,, arid the whole fociety 
of jefuits foould difebarge the debt of la Va- 
lette. 

The procefs* which excited the hatred of 
France againft the jefuits,. induced them to 
examine this fingular inftitution, which ren- 
dered an Italian General, ab folate mailer over 

'the pcrfons and fortunes of a 'French fociety.. 
They were furprifed to find^that the order of 

jefuits was never formally received in. France 

*by ihc major .part .of the French parliaments;, 
they -exaiiimcd their conftitutidns, and found 
them incompatible with the laws* 'They thea 
recolledcd all the ancient complaints which.. 
were made againft this order* and upwards o£ 
fifty volumes of their theological decfiions af- 

"fe&ing the fafefcyof the lives of kings. The 

^jefuus defended themfelves only by faying,, 
•* 1 hat the Jacobins and St/tYtw&a&Ytt& nrevx. 
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"as much." By this they had onlydifco-. 
vtred that the Jacobins were so reprehentible 
as themiVIves. With rcfpecl to Thomas 
d'Aquin, he is 'canonized ; but in his ultra- 
montane furhmary there are decifions that the 
." parliaments of France would burn upon hfs 
feaft-day, if they were made ufe of, to diSu;b 
"the peace of the kingdom. As he in m;:nv 
places declares, that the church has a ri. : ht to 
depofe a prince who is an infidel to it"-" To in 

this cafe he gives fane t ion to parricide. By 

fuch maxims as thefe, one may gain paradifc 
and the gallows ! 

The king condefcended to intermeddle i:i 
the affair of the jefuits, and endeavoured to pa- 
cify whis quarrel as he had done others. He \\:is 
defirous of reforming, in a parental manner, the 
"French jefuits; hut it is faid, that Clement XI II. 
then pope, deciarcd, that they ir-uit either con- 
tinue ai they were, cr net exifl at all, and this 
anfwer frcm liic pope was their ruin. They 
were again reproached with carrying on fecrtt 
aflcir.bliei'. The king then abandoned them to 
his parliaments, who all, one after another, 
depriv cd them of their colleges and their cftarcs. 

The parliaments condemned them upon fonr.e 
ruks only of their inftitution, which the kin" 
might have alur~d ; — horrible maxims it is 
true, but fuch as were defpi fed, and for the moft 
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part published by. foreign jefuits, and lately for- 
mally difovowed by the French jefuits. 
. In all important affairs, there is an avowed 
pretext, and a concealed reafon. The pretext 
for thepunilhmcntof the jefuits, was the pre-r 
tended dangers which might arife from their 
pernicious books, which nobody read ; the 
true caufe, was, the credit which they had fo 
long abufed. In this enlightened and moderate 
age, it happened to. them as it befel the temp- 
Jars in a time of ignorance and barbarifm ; pride 
ruined. them both $ but thie jefuits were treated 
in their difgr^ceiwithjnildnefs, and the templars 
with cruElry.V At laft, thei kmg, by a folemn 
tdiil in. 1764, totally abolifljed this, order, which 
always had perfons worthy of efteem. belonging 
to it, hut more; incendiaries, and which Was, 
during theJpacs?o£ two hundred years, a ftibn 
jeft of difcordwo .-.-., 
; It was neither Sanchez, Leffiusynor.Efcobar* 
nor the absurdities of cafuiih, which mined th* 
jefuits ; it was/ie .Tellier 4 At was ihe bull that 
was the reafon: of thei r 1 ex titration! ' ih rooghout 
almoft all firarae* > The. plough^ that the je* 
fiiit .le TeUief- ^affiri^oveTirtljeiirjuiiis of Port-* 
Royal, has produced, at the end of fixty yeawi 
thofe fruits which they now reap. The per- 
fections that this violent and fubtle man had 
excircd againft an obftinate. people, rendered 
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capital, and very rare. A fuperior reafon has 
extended itfclf in our days, from the foot of the 
Pyrenean hills" to the north of France. Phi- 
lofophy, by rendering the mind more jirft, and 
banifhing the abfurdities of far-fetched conceits, 
has made more than one province, the compe- 
titors of the capital. 

In general, the bar has beft underflood that 
univerfal jurifprudence, drawn from nature, 
which raifes kfelf above all the laws of con- 
vention, or of fimple authority. Laws, often 
dictated by caprice, or through the force cf 
money j dangerous .refources rather than ufeful 
laws, which are continually jarring, and rather 
forming a chaos than parts of a legiflation. 

The academies have been extremely fervice- 
fble, by accuftoming young gentlemen to read- 
ing $ and by exciting their genius to emulation, 
through premiums. 

: Pure natural philofophy has illuftrated the ne- 
ceflary arts ; and thefc arts have already begun t# 
heal the wounds of the itate, caufed by two fatal 
wars. Stuffs arc manufactured in a cheaper man- 
ner, by the ingenuity of one of the molt cele- 
brated mechanics*. An academician, ftill more 
ufeful by the objects f that he has embraced, 
Jus brought agriculture to a much greater per- 

• Mr. Vauchanftn f Mr. Duliime). 
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fection ; and a difcerning minifter has at laft 
permitted the exportation of corn j — aneceffary 
commerce forbid too long a time, and which 
ought to be limited as we]] as encouraged. 

Another academician * has fhewn the moft 
advantageous means of furnifhing the inha- 
bitants of Paris with water, which hitherto 
had failed them ;— a project which can only 
be rejected either through poverty, negligence. 
or avarice. 

A phyfician f has at laft found out the fecret, 
fo long time fought for, of making fea-water 
potable. He need do no more than to render 
his experiment fo eafy, that it may at all times 
toe profited by, without too much expence. 

If any invention can fupply the want of know- 
ledge of the longitude, which is refufed us, it 
is that of the moft ingenious watchmaker of 
France J, who difputes this invention with Eng- 
land. But we muft wait 'till time puts his feal to 
all thefe difcovcries. There is not an invention 
but has its utility and inconveniencies ; a dis- 
covery which can be difputed, or an opinion 
which may be contended, as thofe great monu- 
ments of the fine arts in poetry, eloquence, 
mufic, archite&ure, fculpture and painting, 

# Mr. Deparcieux. f Mr. Poiflbnnier. % Mr. le Roi. 

which 
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which at once engaged the approbation of the 
whole world, and injured that pofterity, by an 
telat, which nothing can obfeure. 

We have already fpoken of the celebrated 
repofitory of human knowledge, which has ap- 
peared under the title of the Di&ionnaire En- 
cvclopcdique. It is an everlafting honour to 
the nution, that the officers, both of fea and 
hml, ancient magiftrates, phyficians well/killed 
in nature, the truly learned, although nDminal, 
doctors ; men of letters, whofe tafte Iks re- 
fined their knowledge ; geometricians and phy- 
ficians have all contributed to this work, as 
ufcful as it is difficult, without any view of 
intereft, without even fecking after fame, fince 
many of the authors keep their names a fecrct; 
in (hart, without communicating their intrl- 
ligcncies to each other, and conl'cquently ex- 
empt from the fpirit of party. 

But what is yet more honourable for the 
country is, that in this immenfe collection, its 
beauties triumph over its imperfections, whica 
ha* not before happened. The perfecutions 
that it has undergone are not altogether fo ho- 
nourable for France. The fame urifortuiutt 
fpirit of forms, mixed with pride, envy anj 
ignorance, which occafioned the fuppreilion of 
the axt of printing La the time of Louis XL 
2 public 
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public fpefbclei in. the rtigr? of Hcory IV. the 
beginnings of found philosophy under Louii 
XLIL and even emetics and inoculation ; tfaii 
(*me fpirit, I fay*, an enemy to all inAru&ion* 
and t» every thing that can advance; our know* 
ledge, gave aimoii mortal ftrokca to. thb me* 
morablc undertaking. It haa even b?en the 
meant of rendering it not to good aa it fhould 
have beeti v in putting on tbofc {hackles with 
which reafon muft never be confined* becauie 
temerity, And not difcrcet boldneis, fljould be 
reproved,, without which the human under- 
Handing can never make any progrefk. It if 
certain,, that the knowledge of nature, and the 
diibelicf of the ancient fables honoured with 
the name of hiftory, and (bund metaphyiics* 
freed from the impertinence* of the fchools, are 
the produce of this age, and human reafo* is 
greatly iaaproved. 

It i* true,, that all undertakings have not 
been equally fortunate. Voyage* to the end of 
the world to confirm- a truth that Newton has 
d em on flrifrd in hie clofet, have left double 
«poa the. exa&nefe of. meafures* The expe- 
riment of. taught iron,, forged or converted into 
fleel v that of breeding animals, in* the Egyp- 
tian manner* in. climates very different from 
fcgypt, and many otker effort* of the like na* 

ture 
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turc have been the means of lofing much pre- 
cious time, and even ruined fome families. Too 
hazardous fy items have difgraccd thofe works 
which would have been very ufeful. A reliance 
has been made on deceitful experiments, to 
revive the ancient error that animals could bf 
produced without feed ; from thence iffuc4 
imaginations more chimerical than thofe of the 
animals. Some have pufhed the miftake of 
Newton's difcovery upon attraction, even fo 
far as to fay that infants are formed in their 
mothers womb by attraction ; others have in- 
vented the organical moleculx, and have carried 
themfelves fo far in their vain ideas, as to pre- 
tend that mountains have been formed by the 
fea , there would be as much truth in faying, 
that the fcas have been formed by mountains. 

Who could believe that geometricians have 
been wild enough to imagine, that in the ex- 
altation of the foul, we may poflefs the gift of 
divination ; yet more than one philofophcr, as 
1 have already remarked, took it intotheir heads, 
by the example of Dcfcartes, to put themfelves 
in God's place, and create a world with their 
word ; but now, all thefe phrlofophical follies 
arc reproved by the wife, and even thefe fan- 
taftical edifices, overthrown by reafon, have 
left in their ruins, materials, of which reafon 

has 
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lias-made Come ufe. A like extravagance has 
infeded the moral world : there have been feen 
.underftandings fo blind as to undermine the 
very foundation of fociety , at the time they 
' thought to reform it. They have been mad 
enough to maintain, that the diftin&ions of 
jfuum £sf tuum are criminal, and that one ought 
not to enjoy the fruits of one's own labour ; 
that not only all mankind are upon a level, 
but that they have perverted the order of na- 
ture, in forming focieties ; that men are born 
to be feparated from each other like wild 
beafts, and that amphibious animals, with 
bees and ants confound the eternal laws by 
living in common. 

Thefe impertinences, worthy of an hofpital 
of madmen, have been, for fome time in 
. fafhion, as it is cuftomary to lead apes to dance 
in fairs. 

Theology has not been fcreened from thefe 
rxcefles. Works, whofc nature is to be edi- 
fying, are becptne defamatory libels, and have 
.even experienced the feverity of parliaments, 
and ought to be condemned by all academics 
iojr.the vilcnefs of their composition. 

More than one fuch abufe feems to have 

. infefted literature. A crowd of writers have 

wandered into a laboured ftile, either violent 

Vol II. L and 
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.and unintelligible, or a total negleft of aD 
grammar j — abfurdity has been carried fo farai 
to ridicule Tacitus. Much has been written 
in this age, but genius belonged to the lift. 
The French language was carried, in the time 
of Louis XIV. to the higheft point of perfec- 
tion among all ranks j not in ufing terms ei- 
ther new or unufeful, but in employing with 
art all the neceflary words which were in ufc 
It is at prefent to be feared, that this fine lan- 
guage will degenerate, in confequence of that 
unfortunate facility in writing which the lift 
age configned to poftcrity j for models pro- 
duced a crowd of imitators, and thefe imita- 
tors always endeavour to gain by verbofity, 
what they want in genius, — the language 
which they cannot embcllifh, they disfigure. 
France was particularly diflinguifhcd in the 
flourifhingieign of Louis XIV. by the Angu- 
lar perfe&ion to which Racine raifed the 
theatre, and by the excellency of ftyle, which 
he brought to fuch a degree of elegance and 
purity, as had been before his time entirely 
unknown ; notwithftanding, after him, writ- 
ings were applauded, as barbarous as they 
were ridiculous in their conftru&ion. 

It is againft this decay thut the French aca- 
demy has been continually jaring j it prcferves 

good 
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good tafte from total ruin, by agreeing to be- 
llow rewards upon fuch pieces only as are 
written, at leaft with fome degree of purity, 
and in reproving fuch as offend in point of 
ftyle. However, literature, altko' often cor- 
rupted, employs almoft all the youth who are 
well brought up ; it has even fpread into thofe 
dafles of life which were ignorant of it. It is 
to this academy we are indebted for the 
banifhmentof grofs debaucheries, and the pre- 
fervation of the politencfs introduced into this 
nation by Louis XIV. and his mother. 

This literary knowledge, ufeful in all con- 
ditions of life, fooths public calamities, by di- 
refiing the mind to agreeable objeds, which 
would otherwife be too much deprefled by the 
contemplation of humaa miferies. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

To the Age of LOUIS XV. 

Comprifing an account vf the public and 
private affairs of FRANCE, frm 
the Peace of VERSAILLES, 1763, 
to the death of that monarch, May 
to, 1774. 

[The celebrated author of the pre- 
ceding fheets, having brought down the 
Jiiftory of the age of Louis XV. to the 
peace of Verfailles, (introducing, in the 
courfe of his narrative, only two me- 
morable events of later date ; the expul- 
fion of die Jefuits from France, and the 
execution of Laily) breaks off, without 
any promife to complete his plan at a fu- 
ture period •, and though feveral years 
have elapfed, he has not thought proper 
to relume the fubjeft. However there- 
tore, we may admire his hiftory, io far 
as h/: has carried it on, yet we mud con- 

ftft 
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"fcfs that rt is defe&ive, while aferies of 
interefting events remain to be recorded. 
Events, which have produced confider- 
able alterations in the political and do- 
meftie affairs of France. 

Voltaire's filence may be attributed 
to- delicacy, arifmg from a full convic- 
tion, that fome anecdotes of the private 
life of his hero, in his latter years, have 
call: a fhade over the brighteft part of 
his character. But every obje&ion of 
this nature being removed by the death 
of the King, and the propriety of com- 
pleting tfaefe memoirs, being felf-evi- 
dent, the oonrinuaor* who wtfhes to 
make the Englifh edition perfeft, hopes 
lor the favourable indulgence of the 
public, and he begs leave to obkrvr, 
that though he may fall fhort of his 
great original*, in ftile or manner, he 
will not yield the palm to him for his- 
torical truth and impartiality. Having 
faid this, he thinks all further apology 
unneceffary, and will therefore proceed 
ip. his attempt,, to delineatcthe remaining 
L 3. fcen<;s* 
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fcenes of this entertaining and inftruc- 
tive hiftory, which could not be clofed, 
with any propriety, Ihort of the natural 
period to which we are juft arrived.] 

IT is a fac"r, now too well known to be 
difputed, that France was reduced tofuch 
a deplorable (ituation, towards the clofe of 
the year 1762, that it was no longer in the 
power of her allies to extricate her from the 
innumerable diitrefles that furrounded her, 
both at home and abroad. The molt obvious 
caufes, which compelled the French miniftry 
to fee on foot a fecret negociation for peace, 
through the mediation of the king of Sardi- 
nia, are clearly ftated by Mr. de Voltaire • j 
nor is it to be wondered at, that the-fkilful 
managers of that negociation were con fide rtd 
in France as the deliverers of their country, 
from the dreadful fcourgeof unfuccefsful war, 
and from the rapid advances of national bank- 
ruptcy and famine. 

But fome circumftances, perhaps, not fo 
well known, contributed as much, or more 
than any other events, to determine the Duke 
de Choifcul, an able ftatefman, to purchafe 
an interval of repofe to his bleeding country, 

* C'oap. 35, p. 165 and x66. 

at 
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at theexpcncc cvei* of the moft vduafcle fa- 
ct* Uices. 

A general diflike to the fcrvice* manifeftcd 
itfclf in every department,, civil and military, 
connected with the war. Officers and ma- 
giftratcs employed under the government, in 
its remote dependencies, opprciicd and plun- 
dered the people, but paid no regard to the 
public fecuiity of the countries over which 
they prefided. A fpirit of oppofition to the 
meafures of adminift ration, chiefly owing to 
the misfortunes of the war, prevailed at home ; 
and the difficulty of railing money for the 
public fcrvice increafed every hour. Ths 
moft honourable offices were publicly refufed, 
and no man of abilities could be found to un- 
dertake the conduct of the future operations 
of the war. 

Add to this, the expiring influence of the 
Jefuits, which was exerted with redoubled 
force, on the eve of its total extinction. Ac- 
tuated by the infernal principles of revenge, 
they fecretly thwarted the defigns of an ad- 
verfc court, and ftirred up the people to com- 
plain bitterly of the weight of the taxes, the 
extortions of the farmers general, and the 
univerfal mal- ad minift ration of public affairs. 
L 4 In 
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In fliort, fcarccly was the peace ftgned^ 
when, not withftanding thealmoft frantic joy it 
Occafiohed throughout the kingdom, a moft 
formidable oppofition to the court broke forth, 
and even the officers of juftice, under an im- 
mediate dependance on the crown, rcfufeJ to 
regifter the king's edifls, in the parliament 
of Pam, for continuing fome taxes, (which 
fhould have been aboliihcd at the expiration 
of the war) for impofmg new ones, and for 
vcfti^r a power m the king to redeem the pub* 
l«r <kfc» at twenty years purehafc* 

The example of the parliament of Paris, 
wa& follow*! by altaoft all the parliaments of 
France* whoferemonft ranees upon this occa- 
fton, would do honour to the moft diltin* 
guifhed patriots* in the fieeft constitution* of 
civil government upon earth* 

As, tue taunt feeds of thefe internal com- 
motions had undoubtedly haftened the nego- 
tiations for peace, fo now their maturity 
ferved to guarantee the powers of Europe, frcin 
any hoftile defigns of the court of France, 
for fome years at leaft ; but they produced 
no effect in favour of the people, for the par- 
liaments, after repeated flrugglcs in defence 
of their violated rights, in which they went 
jfo far as to proceed againft their governors as 

public 
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public criminals, were obliged to fabmit at 
length) to thofe irrefiflible miniilers of defpo- 
tifni, the, military. 

However, this violent conteft, by no means. : 
diverted the attention of the people from ano- 
ther object, which, though it was but a poor 
compenfation for the loijes of individuals and 
of the public, during a long war, afforded, 
general fatisfa&ion to the whole kingdom j . 
this was, the trial and punishment of feveral,. 
delinquents, whofe perfidy, cowardice, or ve- 
. nality, had contributed to increafe the misfor r 
tunes of the ftate. . 1a the mouth.of Pecem-» 
ber 1763, moft of thp public officers in the 
lite government of Canada were condemned*, 
fame to a temporary, others to a perpetual, 
hanifhmeqt ; and all were obliged to refund' 
the immenfe fums. of which, tl.cy had de- 
frauded, the nation, amounting in the whole- 
to. 12,965,003 livres. . And, as this capital 
fcim had been. chiefly purloined from the fup- 
gjies for the army and marine forces employed., 
in the defence ojF Canada* it. was prcfumed >% 
that if it had been, honeftly expended in the 
public fervice, the EngliQ* would not have 
met with fuch fignal fuccefs in that coun- 
try j and, . iqdeed, a review of the fla- 
ttens of the delinquents, in. fome mcafure 
JL 5 jufti'fics. 
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jufKfies this rational conje&ure. The intcn* 
dant of the province, the purveyor general of 
the army, the director, and the comptroller 
of the marine, the commiflaries v and the 
keepers of the (lores were the chief criminal* 
That thefe fhpuld efcape wkh life, is a ftrong 
impeachment of the execution of jufticc ia 
France ; but it muft be remembered, that 
Pompadour was ftill living, and that they 
were all officers appointed through her i&te» 
reft, and protected by her and her friends U 
the laft. 

From the produce of the fines, it was rea- 
sonably expected,, the French miniftry would 
be enabled to pay the Canada bills, drawn by 
the late intendant, and the other guilty offi- 
cers on the government of France, and given 
• in payment to the Canadians, now becoms 
the fubje&s of Great Britain ; yet, in viola- 
tion of the folemn declaration of his mod 
Chriftian Majefty at the peace, that the bills 
of exchange, drawn, by the late government 
of Canada on old France,, fhould be honour- 
ably difcharged, this piece of juftice was 
refufed, notwithffanding the ftrong applica- 
tion made by the Englifh merchants trad- 
ing to Canada, who were now the hoi* 
<3crs of thefe bills, having taken them in the 

courfe 
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courfe of their commercial concerns with that 
country, on the faith of the King's declara- 
tion* A long and feeble negociation on the 
part of the Britifh miniftry commenced, in 
confequence of the remonftrances of the pro- 
prietors of thefe bills, which might have pro«p 
duced a frefh rupture, had it not been for the 
very pacific difpofition of the Britifh court. 
~~ But another incident plainly difcovered, 
that the refufal of the payment of the Canada 
bills was owing, at that time, to the ex- 
haufted ftate of the French finances. In the 
month of February, 1764* a declaration was 
made to their Eaft India Company, on the 
part of the King, that his Majcfly could no 
longer afford them any affiftance, notwith- 
ftanding their great lofles ; and that they muft 
either provide for the payment of their debts, 
or diflblve the Company. This meafure 
partly decided the fate of a commercial aflbci- 
ation, which* at one time, promifed to rival 
thofe of other countries, and to yield con* 
fiderable fuccours to the crown on. extraordi- 
nary emergencies. It is true, this Company 
fubfifted after this declaration, but in themoft 
fluduating and enfeebled ftate. 

We are now brought, in the order of time, 
to a domeftic event of another nature, from 

which. 
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which as great revolutions were expeded ii 
the internal goremraent of France, as if a 
new monarch had afcended the throne, the 
death of the King's favourite miftreb, and 
prime mtnifter. It happened on the 15th tf 
April, 1764, in the 43d year of her age* * 
It has often been the Arte of France, to be 
governed, for a long feries of years, by the 
rniftreflb of its Kings ; the uncontrouUble 
influence of Madame Pompadour lafted up- 
wards of twenty years, during which ^tiroe, 
various attempts were made to ruin her j and 
though perfons of the bigheft rank, and of 
the mod: diftioguiihed merit in the kingdom* 
frequently engaged in well concerted plans, 
to remove her from court, they always ended 
in the difgrace, and fometimes in the punifh* 
ment of the authors. One unhappy vi&m, 
Madame Sauve, very early experienced tht 
implacability of this imperious miftrefs. On 
a public day of fhewing the Duke of Biu> 
gundy, the Dauphin's eldeit fon, then an in- 
fant, to the people, occafion was taken to 
conceal a packet, fealed up, in the Prince's 
cradle ; Madame Sauvc, who was in waiting, 
upon taking up the child, difcovered this 
packet, ;«nd being either really overcome with 
fear, or attesting it, gave a violent fcream, 

which 
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which brought Madame de Tallard inftantly. 
into the room, who, without lofs of time, car- 
ried the packet to the King. It contained an. 
anonymous remonftrance againft the mal-ad- 
miniftration of public affairs, and the KingV 
jiegle& of the national welfare, wholly attri- 
buted to bis criminal connexion with Pom*. 
jwdour, and her affiduity to abferb him in., 
trifling, effeminate amufements The irrefo- 
lute monarch, for a fhort interval, appeared . 
to be deeply ftruck with rcmorfe $ but after 
he had consulted his female minifter, (the 
obje& of the juft inve&ives of his fubje&s) 
pride and refentment ftifled the reflexions of 
wiidom and virtue, and the incenfed miftrefs, 
to deter others from the like dangerous at* 
tempts, procured an order to fend Sauve tfr, 
the Baftile r on a ftrong prefumption, that fhe 
had conveyed the packet into the cradle j what 
became of this unfortunate woman remains 
unknown to this hour. More interefting 
tranfacitom, prevent our entering further inter 
the character of Madam Pompadour ; and in* 
deed it may fuffice, to obferve, that fhe en- 
joyed all but the title of Queen Regent of 
France.; for the eafy, indolent Louis, feemed 
to be at the head of no other party in hi* 
kingdom, but that which formed his fait 

foupersy 
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jtfuptrs, calculated to engage him in a per* 
petual fucceflion of intoxicating pleafures» 
formed by the luxuriant tafte of his miftreb, 
•whofe immediately dependants were the moft 
conftant guefts. 

- As the King was far advanced in life, be- 
ing in the fifty-fourth year of his age, whea 
he loft his beloved miftrefs, it was reafonabljr 
concluded, that the future glory of France 
would folely occupy his thoughts, and that 
the remainder of hi* life would be chiefly dc*- 
jdicated to public bufinefe. But this flattering 
profpc& foon vanilhed, when it was found, 
that the King continued in his fervice, and 
gave his confidence to, the minions- and toots 
of that extraordinary woman. In this fitua- 
tion, we muft leave the ftate of the palace 
of Verfailles, while we attend to the other 
tranfafticns of this year, worthy of notice. 

The French mmiftry had, for fome time 
paft, formed a fccret plan to get pofieflion of 
Corflca, under the open profefllon of aflifting, 
the Genoefe government, incapable of itfelf, 
to defend thofe parts of the ifland which it 
ftill pofleffcd. A more favourable opportu- 
nity could not prefent itfelf; the fupporters 
ef the liberties of Europe, and of the politi- 
cal balance of power, either exbaufted of men 

and 
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and money by the late war, or firmly refolved 
mot to involve themfelves in any frefli broils, 
when they bad fcaree recovered breath from 
thelaft; tamely beheld the military opera* 
tions of France againft Corfica, without ten* 
dering the leaft fuecour to the brave inhabi- 
tants, whov the inftant they received intelli- 
gence of the defigns- of the court of France*, 
called an aflemb]y r compofed of deputies from 
all the provinces of the ifland, and with a 
noble firmnefs, becoming a manly race of 
free-born citizens, refolved that the French 
troops fhould not be permitted to land on the 
ifland, on any pretence whatever. And that 
no decent meafure on their part might be ne- 
gle&ed, they ordered their commander in 
chief, PafcalPaoliy to make the moft refpe-3- 
ful remonftrances to his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty* againft the unchriftian conduit of his 
miniftry, in fending French troop* to aid 
and affift the avowed enemies of their civil 
freedom and independency ; the prefervation 
of which they had hitherto fuccefsfully con- 
tended for, and were now on the eve of 
perpetuating, having nearly driven the Ge- 
noefe off the ifland.. 

Neither thefe remonftrances to Louis XV. 
celebrated by fome writers for his humanity. 

and 
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and' love of juftice, nor the memorial* dis- 
patched to courts, fuppofed to be interefled ia 
the independency of Corfica, imploring, if 
not fuccours, at leaft their mediation with, 
trance, produced any effedl. The French 
forces landed in Corfica, as auxiliaries to the 
Genoefe $ but they finally convinced the injured 
inhabitants, that they were deftined to con- 
quer, and to retain poffeffion of the country}. 
accordingly we fhali fee C^orfica annexed to* 
the crown of France, by an aft of ceffion* 
from the Genoefe republic, in the year 1768; 
but the Genoefe not having the leaft (hadow 
of right to confign over tbefe brave people, 
like a bale of merchandife ; tho' the powers 
of Europe, from political motives, have hi- 
therto acquiefced in this tyrannic invahon of 
the rights of mankind, it is not to be doubted, 
that at fome future period, Pafcal Paolt, or a 
more worthy hero, who will confult lefs his 
own perfonal fafety, will be empowered to 
reftore the freedom of this enflaved country. 

We fhall clofe the annals of France for the 
year 1764, with the total cxtin&ion of the 
order of the Jefuits. The ediA for difiolving 
this focicty fur ever, wasregiftcred by the par- 
liament of Paris, the beginning of Decem- 
ber, but individuals were allowed to rcfulc ia 
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the kingdom, on condition of fubje&ing 
themfelves to the fpiritual jurifdi&ion of 
the places of their abode. The final ge- 
neral annihilation of this celebrated order,. 
fince accompliflied in all Roman Catholic 
countries, being in a great meafure the rcfult 
of the discoveries made in the criminal pro- 
ceedings againft the French Jefuits y it was 
neceffary to notice that event in this place,. 
though it had been mentioned before by M. 
Voltaire* 

The year 1765 was opened by a finance 
operation* which partly reftored thejeredit of 
the court of France in England. The French, 
ambafiador at London* tendered the payment 
of 676*000 1* as a compenfation for the main- 
tatnapce of the French prifoners in different 
parts of the Brittfh empire during the courfe. 
of the laft war v By the advice of parliament, 
this Aim was acetyted, and 130*000). was 
Immediately paid on account* the remainder 
was to he cleared by instalments of 40,000!* 
every three months - % and fome hopes being 
given* that the Canada bills would likevrifc 
be adjufted amicably, the price of thefe bills, 
which had been fold by auction at 30 per 
cent, difcount, increafed confiderably. Soon 
after^ the King gave a convincing proof of, 

thQ 



£ *3* 1 

the goodnefs of his heart; for the widow 
and children of the unfortunate Calas, ha- 
ving gained their caufe in the Parliament of 
Paris againft their inhuman bigotted perfe- 
cutors, exa&ly three years after the execu- 
tion of their innocent father ; his Majefty 
not only ordered the rc-eftabltihment of the 
reputation of that unhappy vidim of fuper- 
flitious fury to be printed and publifhed in 
all parts of the kingdom, but he made the 
widow a prefent of 18000 livres, to her two 
daughters he gave 6000 livres each, and to 
one of her fons 3000, without depriving 
them of their expectations of great damages 
from the Judges who firft condemned their 
father. The writings of our author in be- 
half of the Calas family, it is faid, greatly 
contributed to this aft of royal benevolence. 
No alteration happened in the political 
ftate of France at this period ; but proper 
refentmcnt was (hewn to the Emperor of 
Morocco, who had refufed to punifli a Sallee 
rover for feizing a French trading veffel ; a 
fquadron of ten (hips of the line, under the 
command of M. de Chaflaut, bombarded 
Sallee from the 31ft of May to the 14th of 
June, throwing into the old and new towns 
upwards of 400 (hells, but with little effect 
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They afterwards attacked Larrache, but 
without fuccefs ; for they met with a warm 
reception from the Moors, who differed the 
French to advance in their boats and to burn 
fome veflels without oppofition, and then 
fwam to them from the feore with poniards 
in their mouths, and obliged them to beg for 
quarter. The Bacha gave orders to preferve 
the lives of the prifoners, but took all the 

. French boats, and would liften to no terms 
of accommodation, fo that M. du Chaffaut 
found himfelf under a neceffity to put an 

- end to this expedition, without obtaining 
any fatisfa&ion for the prefent. 

A domeftic event interrupted the ufual 
gaiety of the court of Verfailles, in the 
laft month of this year, and involved the 
whole kingdom in a deep, univerfal forrow : 
the Dauphin of France, father of the prc- 
fent King, died at Fontainbleau, Dec. 20, 
in the thirty-feventh year of his age, leav- 
ing the character of an inofFenfive good- 
natured man, too much attached indeed to 
the priefthood, and particularly to the Jc- 
fuits, whofe fociety it is conjc&urcd, he 
would have reftored in France, if he had 
afcended the throne foon after rts diflblu- 
tionj but the moral tenor of his conduct 
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gave the people room to hope, they fiiould 
fce freed at leaft from the capricious govern* 
ment of worthlefs women. The cire he 
took of the education of his children, and 
particularly his endeavours to preferve them 
from pride and arrogance, with which the 
minds of young Princes are but too early 
tainted, either by felf- interested courtiers, or. 
by the example of Royal hauteur* docs hor 
cour to his memory. It i? Related of him, 
that he made his children look over the bap* 
tifoial regifters ia which, their names are - 
entered, by the cuftom of France* Lrfit» 
criminately with others, and that he made 
the following remark to the Princes his fons : 
« Behold your names intermixed without 
diftin&ion with thofe of the children of the 
poor and needy : religion and nature place 
all men upon a level j virtue alone can makt 
any cflential diitipdion between them, and 
perhaps the child,, whofe name precedes each 
of yours in this regifter^will be greater in the 
fight of God than you will ever b^ in the 
eyes of the people of France." At another 
time, he ordered them to be carried to the 
cottage of a poor peafant ; " I will have 
them fee the black bread that they eat ; I 
infill on. thek handling the ftraw which 
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tfcfves die poor for a bed. Learn them to 
**eep," faid he to their governor, •« a Prince' 
^vrho has never fhed tear*, cannot make a 
.good King." When an augmentation of 
bis appointments was offered him by the late 
JCing^ he politely refafcd, and wifhcd that the 
•fum propofed -might be taken off annually 
from the taxes on the poor. It has been 
fuggcfted, that he was too good to live * 
tut as his public capacity for government 
was not fo diftinguifhable as his private vir- 
tues, it cannot be imagined there was any 
^political neceffity to cut hirin off; though in 
oountries where Machiavelian politics pre- 
\ail, the life of a prince is more precarious 
than that of a peafaht . ' , 

. It has heea already obferved, that the 
parliaments of France had been obliged to 
Aibmit to military force*, but the time was 
now come not only to make them obey 
•very arbitrary mandate of the court, but 
effectually to put a flop to aU reaxmftrajiice?, 
«r applications to the throne of any kind* 
to obtain the reftoration of. their rights and 
privileges. The parliament of Brittany 
having been a&ually diflblved for their fpi- 
rited mcafure^ and anqvy cojnmiflion con&ft* 
ing of fixty nwmbers appointed by the King 
^wving been veiled with the authority of that 
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fenate ; the other parliaments prefented frefli 
rcmonftrances to the King in more deter- 
mined language, and the parliament of Paris 
were proceeding to ftill bolder meafures, 
when the King, apprehenfive of the confe- 
quenees, refolved by one fingle exertion of 
abfolute power to put an end to this internal 
commotion. Accordingly, to the great for- 
prize of the Parifians, his Majefty, who 
fcarcely ever vifited the capital but upon 
fuch occafions, fuddenly arrived at Paris on 
the 3d of March, 1766, and repairing in- 
ftantly to the grand chamber of the parlia- 
ment, he there held what is idly termed his 
lit dejujiice ; but inftead of a bed of juftice, 
it has. proved the very reverie, in the two 
iaft inftances of its being held by Louis XV. 
The chambers being aflembled, the King 
told them that he was come himfelf to an- 
fwer all their remonftrances in perfon ; that 
he fhould have remained filent, if the re- 
union of the parliaments, the indecency of 
their ftyle, the temerity of their erroneous 
principles, and the affe&ation of new ex- 
preflions to chara&erifcthem, had not clearly 
manifefted the pernicious confequences of 
that fyftem of union which he had already 
profcribed; he added, « I will not fuffer 
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an allbciation to be formed in my kingdom, 
which may grow up to a confederacy of re- 
mittance." This proceeding however, did 
not deter a grand deputation of the parlia- 
ment of Rouen from following him the next 
day to Verfailles with a remonftrancc, in 
which they hinted at the diflblution of the 
compact between King and people, when 
the former violates his coronation oath. 
The King, without any confutation with 
his minifters, in the language of every des- 
potic prince upon earth, replied, " The oath 
which I have taken, not to the nation, as you 
fay, but to God alone binds me." — He then 
annulled all the arrets of this parliament, 4s 
he had done thofe of the parliament of Paris 
at his lit dejuflice, palled by them in juftifi- 
cation of the conduct of the parliaments of 
Pau and Brittany. We muft not quit this 
fubjed without recording the laudable be- 
haviour of the counfellors of the parliament 
of Brittany*, who, though ordered by the 
King to refume their functions, pofitiveJy 
refuted to plead before the new commif- 

fioners, 

• In France! every parliament has its fpecial 
pleaders, who alone are privileged to plead caufes 
before the refpc&ive parliaments to which they 
belong. 
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Tioners, upon which they were inrolled in the 
♦lifts of the militia, when fome were drafted 
off by lot, to join battalions at a diftance, 
and others were made part of the city guard. 
General Lally's trial was the next object 
that engrofled the attention of the parliament, 
and of the inhabitants of Paris ; but fo much 
has been written by M. Voltaire on this fub- 
je&, that it remains for his contrnuator only 
to confirm the general opinion, that his fen- 
tence and execution cannot give us the leaft 
•favourable opinion of the temper or wifdom 
Qf his judges. A modeft requeft, from a ge- 
neral officer, to put off bis trial for eight days, 
was refufed > his fentence was paffed the day 
after his trial, May 6th* and he was executed 
the 9th, 1766. Every fcene of this catailropbe 
manifefted pr$judice,.precipitation, and a deter- 
mination to £but the door againft all applica- 
tions for mercy-. He was undoubtedly highly 
-culpable, but not more fo than the great of- 
ficers in Canada, whofe punifliment \vc have 
feen, did not extend to life. or member; but 
unfortunately, Lally had bl ailed the fanguinc 
iopes of both the government and the people. 
Individuals expected to amafs princely for- 
tunes from their Eaft India commerce and 
employments* in imitation of the £ngltfh; 
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And the government aimed at a fuperioritjr of 
-power over the Britifli nation in the Eaft In- 
dies. Add to this, that Lally, in order to 
exculpate himfelf, had published fome memo* 
rials, and was preparing others, which plainly 
difcovered* that he was not the only ftate cri- 
minal. This ftep made even his judges 
tremble for the fate of their friends and rela- 
tions. His death removed the principal evi- 
dence of their guilt, and the feifure of his pa-; 
pers, fecured them from all apprehenfions of 
(baring his hard fate. 

No other remarkable tranfaftion happened 
this year, except the reje&ion of the media- 
tion of Louis XV. in adjufting the internal 
commotions of the republic of Geneva. Their 
refufal to comply with the views of the 
French court, irritated the King to fuch a 
degree, that he ordered his minifter, the Che- 
valier de Beauteville, to t^Jk to the commif- 
faries of the people of Geneva, in the fame 
'ftyle that he himfelf had ufed to his parlia- 
ment at Paris. " The King, my mafter, pro- 
hibits you, as well as all the reprefenting ci- 
tizens, all commercial intercourfe with his 
dominions ; and if after this declaration, 
any of. you (hall prefume to come within the 
territories of France, you will be arretted, 
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and your mcrchandifc will be feized and de- 
tained at his Majefty's pleafure." This decla- 
ration was made by the French minifter, on 
the 1 6th December, 1766. Every one knows, 
that the citizens of Geneva almoft entirely 
depend on their trade with France, The fale 
of watches, trinkets, and a variety of other 
articles in the mechanic branch to the French, 
forms their chief fupport, and therefore an 
cfte&ual method was taken to make them 
fubmit to an interefted mediation, calculated 
to anfwer the political views of France and 
her allies on the continent. 

The year 1767 is quite barren of events 
with refpect to France. The French raini*- 
ftry feemed wholly employed in the two ar r 
duous talks, of improving the ftate of agricul- 
ture, and of replenifhing the treafury. A 
perfect good underftanding fubfifted between 
the courts of London and Verfailles, and 
a general communication of difcoveries and 
advances in the arts and fciences, began to 
eftaMifli a friendly intercourfe between the 
literati, and men of genius in each country. 
Their academies and Societies opened a free 
correfpondence, from the continuance ©f 
Avhich, it is to be hoped thofe inveterate 
prejudices, which the nationals of each king- 
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dom, as individuals, formerly kept up 3gair.il 
each other, will in time totally fubtlde. Arui 
about this period, fb many people of iiilinc- 
tion from France vuited En^hnd, that the 
great complaint of our gentry i'per.iing their 
time and money in Paris, was juftly lilenced, 
by this new counterpoife to a balance of in- 
ternal trade, before greatly againft us. 

The political talents of the Duics de Choi- 
feul, have been the fubjecfc of much fpecula- 
tion in the great world, and his character 
has been varioufiy leprefented, according tv> 
the views and interefts of different parties in 
France and England. 

The ftri& line of jufticc (hall be attempted 
in the fhort fketch, to which the limits of 
thefe memoirs confine the author. X* cii- 
nifter ever {hewed himfelf a truer difciple of 
Machiavel; ambitious, arbitrary, enterprliing, 
refolute, and fully poflefled of the fpirit of 
intrigue. While he held the reins of go- 
vernment, he furmounted every difficulty, 
and triumphed over every obftacle to the ex- 
tenfive plans he had formed. The glory of 
the French nation, in its foreign concern^, 
was evidently his firft object, but he purfucd 
it on the fame principles of defpotifin, which 
led him to ads of tyranny at home. The na- 
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tural rights of foreign petty ftates, or of the 
fubjeds of France, were alike facrificed to 
the grand ftate maxim of political necefffy 
however incompatible with the law of nature 
and of nations, or with thofe legal and moral 
obligations which were mftituted to unite 
Prince and people in one focial compad, for 
their mutual fecurity and happinefs. His 
internal adminiftration, therefore, fo far as 
he was concerned in the arbitrary proceedings 
againft the parliaments of France, generally 
attributed to him and the Chancellor Ma«- 
peau, will remain an indelible ftain on his 
character in the eyes of all true patriots of 
every age and 'country. But in his foreign 
operations, (though he may ftand condemned 
in England, where the ideas of honour, 
equity, and moral re£Htude, are carried from 
the private clofet to the council chamber, and 
it is expe&ed they fliould have the fame influ- 
ence on the conduit of fovereigns in their 
public tranfa&ions, as they ought to have in 
the common concerns of individuals.) France 
muft ever venerate him as an able ftatefman ; 
and though the monarch, whom he had faith- 
fully and eminently ferved, proved ungrateful 
to him, it is highly probable, that his fuc- 
ceffor will not fuffer fo profound a politician 
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to pafs his days in retirement. But nothing 
can be fo abfurd, as the notion propagated in 
England, with what views we can be at no 
lofs to guefs, that the removal of this mini iter 
prevented a war between France and England 
in the late reign ; or that his reftoration to 
power,, under the prefent monarch, will in- 
volve us in that calamity. 

Every meafure taken by this minifter, from 
die date of the famous family-compa&, to the 
time of his difmiflion, demonftrates, that he 
understood the true interefts of his country i 
and that he meant to continue the peace, by 
ftrengthening the alliances of France, and 
by adding to her weight and influence in Eu- 
rope j and we {hall make it appear, that the 
plan he purfued could not involve him, con- 
fidering the well known fituation of the other 
powers of Europe, in a war with any for- 
midable enemy. In fhort, to the inferior 
courts of Europe, he fpoke en maitre f and ac- 
complished his dcfigns by force of arms ; but 
to England, he held a different language, and 
as faft as the exhaufted finances would permit 
him, fettled amicably, the only fubjecl of dif- 
pute likely to occafion a rupture, the liqui- 
dation of the Canada bills. 
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The political tranfadions of the year 1768, 
made this digreffion neceffary ; perhaps the 
portrait of the minifler may bear a ftronger 
refemblance, when we have reviewed the ef- 
fe£ts of his minifterial manoeuvres. 

The policy of the clofe union of the feve- 
ral branches of the houfe of Bourbon, began 
now to manifeft itfelf upon more occafions 
than one ; and, it is no (lender proof of Choi- 
feul's great abilities, that though the refufal 
of the court of Madrid, to give any fatisfac- 
tory account of the nature of this famous 
cbmpaft to the Britiih ambaffador, had caufcd 
a war between England, and Spain, yet not 
the leaft mention of this alliance, or of its 
dreaded confequences, was made at the peace. 
It was fuffered to pafs unexamined by our 
able negotiators, as if we had loll our right 
to canvas every article, after a fuccefsful war 
againft Spain, undertaken with the avowed 
purpofe of fcrutinifing the whole. The quar- 
rel between the Duke of Parma and the Pope 
Clement XIII. independent of the family 
compact, was of fo limited a nature, that it 
would have been decided without the inter- 
vention of other powers, if France had not 
flood engaged By the fecret articles of tnis 
compact , to fupport the pretenfions of the 
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race of Bourbon in every part of Europe. 
The clergy, and the religious orders in all 
the territories belonging to the dutchy of Par- 
ma, had enjoyed fuch exclufive privileges, 
and, in confequence, had increafed to fuch a 
degree, that the revenues of the ftate were 
confiderably diminiflicd ; for the ecclefiaftics 
not only claimed an exemption from all taxes- 
on their cftatcs ahd cffcdls, but alfo a power' 
of afligning over this right to the purchafers- 
of lands held by them. This moft extraordi- 
nary and unjuft privilege, occaftoned fraudu- 
lent fales aud conveyances, by which the ftate 
was greatly diftrefled, and was making fuch 
a progrefs, that fcarce any of the lands in the 
dutchy would befubjeft to taxation; fra ftop 
was not put to fuch proceedings. Refpc&ful 
application had been made to the Pope, to 
exert his authority, and to aft in concert with' 
the government of Parma, in the mcafures 
that fhould be taken to reform this abufe ; 
but the Pope gave no anfwer to the Duke's 
memorials upon this fubjed, upon which he 
exerted his fovereign power to irradicate this 
evil '; accordingly, he publifhed an ordinance, 
which ftruck dire&ly at the root of the papal 
authority, and entirely put an end to it in the 
dutchy of Parma, for it cut off all comfouni- 
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cation between the ecclefiaftics and the court 
of Rome, and deprived all foreign pricfts of 
their benefices. The Pope, on his part, bad 
recourfe to the old exploded refource of iflu- 
ing out his bull againft the Duke, threaten- 
ing him with excommunication and inter- 
diction, if he did not reftore to the clergy 
their antient privileges j declaring alfo, that 
ecclefiaftics are not fubje& to any temporal 
power. He went further, for he laid claim 
to the fovereignty of the dutchy, though every 
pretenfson of this nature, had been long fincc 
given up by his predeceflbrs. 

Secure of the interpofitioa of France, the 
the infant Duke paid fo little regard to the 
Pope's bull, that he inftantly took the mod 
cfFe&ual method to prevent the mifchief it 
might have occafioned. The Jefuits were 
all feiz.ed in one night, and conduced to the 
confines of the Pope's dominions, where they 
were left to fliift for themfelves. The other 
Italian courts, interefted in the affairs of Par- 
ma, took fire on the publication of the Pope's 
bull -, and fcarce was it known at Naples, when 
the King of Sicily fent a detachment of his 
troops to take pofTeffion of Benevento and 
Ponte Corvo, places belonging to the P«pe, 
but f^tuatcd within the boundaries of the 
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King's dominions. At Paris, this infolcnt 
bull met with a folemn condemnation fron* 
tbe parliament in full aflembly. ' It was de- 
dared to be illegal, and highly derogatory 1 
to the honour of all fovereign powers $ nor 
would it have found a place in thefe me- 
moirs, if it had not been the laft a& of pa- 
pal usurpation of the fupreme authority of 
Princes, on which the curtain is now dcopt 
for ever. 

The Pope, perfifting in bis refulal to with- 
draw, this bull, though ftrongly folicited by 
the courts of France, Spain, and Vienna:: 
All the Roman Catholic Princes of Europe 
took the alarm, and joined the common* 
caufe*. even the Republic of Venice,, for 
once, took part againft tbe Holy See ; and* 
it is generally believed, that the grief and* 
vexation which this unexpe&ed ftroke occas- 
ioned,, haftened the death of the holy father* 
who now few himfelf befet on every fide* 
and his dominions invaded by, different 
fowers. It was too late to repent the infult 
be had offered to one of the Princes- of. the: 
houfe of Bourbon ; nor was it before difco- 
vered, that if the rights of any one of the: 
family fbould be invaded* the whole aflbcia- 
tion would appear in arms to.fic&nt it*. The 
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Pope was the firft to experience the uniform 
operations of the compact. France revived 
a claim to Avignon and the Venaiflin, as 
fiefs of that kingdom, and without waiting 
foradifcuffion of the title, took poffeflion in 
virtue of a commiflion given by Louis XV. 
to the Marquis de Rochevart, at the head of 
the regiment of Dauphine, and to the prefi- 
dent, and a deputation of the parliament of 
Paris, who jointly carried it into execution 
without lofs of time. On the i ith of June, 
the French dragoons appeared before the 
gates of the Pope's palace at Avignon, re- 
moved the oldSwifs guards, kicked open the 
gates with their jack-boots, and entered the 
palace in triumph, when the Marquis, in 
great ftate, received the homage of the 
people, in the name of the King his mafttr, 
and caufed the arms of France, which he 
had brought with him, to be affixed over 
the city gates ; after which, the prefidentof 
the parliament, with his attendants, ap- 
pointed proper perfons to adminilter juftice 
according to the laws of France. The 
towns of Carpentras and Cava i I/on, in the Ve- 
naiflin were given up to the French forces in 
the fame peaceable manner, and the Pope's 
officers, civil and military, retired to An- 
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tibes, from whence they embarked for Italy. 
On the other hand', the King of Sicily laid ' 
claim to the duchMs of Caftro and Ronciglione^ 
which extend almoft to the environs of 
Rome, and publicly threatened to fend com 
mifTaries, in the fpace of two months, fup- 
ported by a Sufficient military force, to take 
pofleffion of thefe dutchies, which he confi- 
deredas difmembered parts of his ancient king- 
dom. He likewife adopted the fame reforma- 
tion in his dominions, which had incenfed 
the Pope againft the Duke of Parma ; the 
Jefuits were expelled; and the Kingpublifhed 
an edict, informing his fubje&s, that the . 
Pope fhould be confidered only as the firft 
bilhop of the Catjiolic Church, and that his 
authority was lefs than that of a general 
council. Thefe do&rines could not have 
been hazarded while the Jefuits remained in* 
the country. 

To complete the misfortunes of Clement 
XIII. the Duke of Modena laid claim to the 
dutchy of Ferrara, formerly the property of 
the houfe of Efte, but .long fince ceded to 
the Popes, by treaties. In this extremity, the k 
Pope, at laft, began to fue for peace, and 
folicited the court of Vienna, in the moft hu- . 
mrliating manner, to'interpofe, and to ufe" 

her 
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herintereft to reconcile the offended boufe 
of Bourbon to the holy fee. 

While thefe revolutions were going on in 
favour of France and her allies in the heart 
of Italy, the finifhing ftroke was put to the 
independency of Corfica : the treaty con- 
cluded between the republic of Genoa and 
France was ratified in May ; foon after 
which, the French court embarked twenty 
battalions of choice troops, together with 
the royal legion, for Corfica, Thefe forces 
landed in June, and being met at Baftia by 
three deputies from Genoa, who had orders 
to deliver up the city, and all the other 
Genoefe pofTeiEons in the ifland to the French 
commander, the French troops took poflef- 
fion of Baftia, hoifted the French colours 
on the ramparts, took down the arms of the 
republic, and put up thofe of France on the 
24th : at the fame time, the Count de Mar- 
beuf, their general, ordered Te Dewn to be 
fung with the fame (blemnity as if be had 
gained a fignal victory 5 the inhabitants were 
compelled to illuminate the city, and to give 
every outward demonftratien of joy on the 
very evening of their captivity. The detail 
•f the fkirmifhes and pitched battles between 
the French army and the brave Corficans, 
in defending their liberty to the laft gafp, 

engaged 
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engaged the* attention of all Europe during 
the remainder of this year; nor was the 
whole ifland completely conquered till the 
fummer of 1769, when it was finally made 
part of the dominions of Louis XV. and 
its ecclefiaftical affairs fubje&ed to the ju- 
rifdi&ion of the Gallican church. 

Thus the power and influence of France, 
as the chief of the Houfe of Bourbon, was 
firmly eftablifhed in Italy, with the confent 
of the Houfe of Auftria, now clofely allied 
with their ancient rivals and moft inveterate 
enemies. The fkilful negociations of the 
duke de Choifeul may be faid to have accom- 
plifhed in a. time of peace, what Louis XIV* 
at the head of victorious armies, could never 
effect ; the aggrandifement of his own Houfe, 
on the ruin of others. 

In the midft of thefe enterprifes, the 
wheels of the French government at home 
were clogged by frefh difputes between the 
King and the parliament of Paris, but they 
were (mothered for a few months by the na- 
tional concern for the death of the Queen, 
wbofe moft amiable difpofition, and pious 
refignation to the will of Providence, had 
manifefted itfelf in a moft exemplary man* 
ner, under one of the moft mortifying circum- 
ftaaces ill life* that of behoidipg her royal 

confort 
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confort a conftant dupe to his lafcivious de- 
fires, and placing all his confidence in, as 
well as dedicating all his leifure time to, an 
artful ambitious miftrefs. Her Majefty died 
on the 25th of June, after a lingering ill- 
nefs, univerfally regretted by all ranks of 
people throughout the kingdom of France. 
She was the only daughter of Staniflaus the 
the depofed King of Poland, who died 
about two years before her, in an extreme 
old uge, of the hurt he received from fetting 
tire to his night-gown, bcit.g negligently 
left alone by his attendants. 

One circumftance made this lofs ftill more 
deeply felt. It had been obferved, that the 
King ftill permitted his ruling paflion to 
get the better of his reafon ; but as he was 
now in the decline of life, decency prevented 
him from openly taking to his court any new 
miftrefs while the queen lived ; but (he was 
fcarce buried, when the vile pandours of a 
voluptuous Prince put every ftratagem in 
force to fix a patronefc for themfelves in tke 
palace of Vcrfailles, in which we (hall find, 
to the difgrace of their royal mafter, they 
fuccecdcd, even beyond their warmed expec- 
tations. 

In the beginning of the year, the King 
by an cdilt had granted fome additional 

privileges 
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privileges to the grand Council of State, 
which afFeded thofe of the Parliament and 
incroached on the ancient conftitution of the 
kingdom ; the parliaments of France as 
ufual, had united in an oppofition to this 
meafure, and had prefented to his Majefty 
very ftrong remonftrances couched under 
the form of requefts, praying him to limit 
the jurifdiction of the grand council within 
its former bounds ; but thefe applications 
producing no effeft, a full aflembly of the 
parliament was held on the 4th of July, at 
which the Princes of the blood and the prime 
minifter de Choifeul affifted, when it was 
debated and the queftion put, that applica- 
tion (hould be made to the King to abolifh 
the grand council entirely, and this great 
point was loft only by a majority of two 
negative votes. However, another refolu- 
tion was carried*; to addref§ his Majefty, 
deiiring him to fix, by clear and determinate 
laws, the line of diftindion betwixt the 
privileges of the council and of the parlia- 
ment, and to revoke the letters patent lately 
granted in favour of the former. 

By this time, a general fpirit of difcontent 
prevailed on account of the immoderate price 
of provifions; and though the fcarcity of- 
corn, owing to the inclement feafons, had 

beta 



{ 2 S 6 ) 
been felt in moil parts of Europe for the 
laft two yean, yet the people of France, 
like the malecontcnts in England, failed 
not to attribute an event, which rauft oc*ca- 
flonally happen in the courfe of nature, to 
the mifconduS of the miniftry, in fuffering 
a free importation and exportation of corn. 
This fubjedt occafioucd rcmonftrances from 
all quarters, which ferved only to expofe 
the poverty of the kingdom, and the op- 
prefled condition of the poorer fubjedts. 
Yet neither the King nor his rcfolute mi- 
niftcr (hewed the lead difpofition to repeal 
the laws againft the exportation of corn j 
at length, however, the parliament of Paris 
in their turn trcfpafTcd on the prerogative of 
their abfolute monarch, and of their own 
authority prohibited the exportation of corn, 
till it fhould be certified by the proper of- 
ficers, that there was more than fufficient for 
the confumption of the people for one year. 
Nothing but the popularity of this act, and 
the fear of an infurre&ion, could have made 
the King fubmit to this bold ftep; but 
though lie {lifted his refentment for the pre- 
fent, it brought on the di Ablution and total 
overthrow of the parliament of Paris, which 
had been long meditated by the miniftry. 

1» 
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In the fpring of the year 1769, the general 
diet ©f Sweden was convened by the intrigues 
of the French minifter de Choifeul, and 
before it broke up, a new treaty of fubiidy 
with France was agreed to, on condition 
that the arrears of the old .fubfidies, which 
amounted to a very confiderable Aim, were 
put in a courfe of payment by the French 
miniftry. x 

Every fum taken from the Treafury of 
France at this time was highly diftreffing ; 
for the redu&ion of Corfica had coft near 
twenty millions of livres, and the internal 
ftate of the kingdom plainly fhewed that (he 
people could bear no further impofts, for 
bankruptcies in trade of the moft alarming 
nature happened every day, and amongft the 
number of private failures were reckoned 
fome very confiderable bankers, befides a 
variety of perfons who flood connected with 
government, and had been ruined by ad* 
vancing money in its fervice on fecuritiea 
which depended on the good faith ef its ad- 
miniftration, but which were now invali- 
dated by one of t hole arbitrary afts of power, 
frequent iit this country, but unjuftifiable in 
any, the redufiion of the intereft of the 
public funds. This was another inftance 
of the refolute fpirit of the minifter, and of 
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the completion of his political principles. 
He knew that fomething muft be done to 
ballanco the large demands on the finances 
for Corfica, and to continue Sweden and 
other fubfidiary ftates firm in the French in- 
tcreit j and he remembered, that France had 
cancelled all her debts by a notorious breach 
of faith in the time of Louis XIV. and yet 
that her credit revived, and flic was able, 
after fuch an a& of cruel fraud, to borrow 
money for the fervice of Louis XV. in the 
early part of his reign, nearly on as good 
terms as the miniftry of England, where 
the national honour, fecured by the fandtion 
of parliament, had never been violated. 
He therefore boldly ventured to reduce the 
intereft on the public funds one half, and 
took away the benefit of furvivorfhip from 
the Tontines ; a darling objedt with the 
French, who, by out-living their friends and 
acquaintance, often became poilcflld of con- 
fiderable life-annuities j and we may venture 
to affirm, that this meafurc has done in- 
credible mifchicf to the finances of France; 
for the Tontines were always a fure, cafy, 
expeditious refourcc for railing money in 
tiine of war. This event took place in the 
courfe of this year, and together with the 
bankruptcy of the Eaft-Indta company, and 

the 
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the ftagnation of private credit in all the 
great commercial cities of France, threw the 
nation into a general ferment, and raifed 
fuch a clamour againftde Choifeul, that even 
the Baftile could not filence^ His power 
now began to decline, and fearing that with 
the confidence of the people he (hould lofe 
that of his royal matter, hefhifted the fcenes, 
and endeavoured to regain the former by a 
very popular meafure. On a fudden he be- 
came the zealous friend- of the parliaments 
of France, and made it apparent, that the 
influence of a miniftcr over a weak King 
is capable of producing a defirablc effect in 
one day, which volumes of remonftrances 
from his loving fubje&s could not accompli (h 
in a courfe of years, perhaps in a whole 
reign. 

In the month of July the King reftored 
the old parliament of Brittany, and recalled 
the exiled members who had given him fo 
much trouble. In fhort, Choifeul having 
fucceeded in his great defenfive plan of po- 
litical operations, Calculated to cover the 
internal weaknefs of the nation by ftrong alli- 
ances, and having by military exertiuns over 
powers on the continent, who were not able 
fo oppofe him, exhibited an appearance of 
remaining ftrength, which might deter any 
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of the principal powers of Europe from 
breaking with France upon arty flight mif- 
underftanding, few himfelf now under a 
neceffity to take part againft his own court, 
to whofe intrigues be was on the point of 
being (acrtficaL The growing credit of his 
rival the duke d'AiguiUon, foon required 
bis whole attention, and he quickly found out ' 
an expedient to rid himfelf of this dangerous 
favourite, which muft have fucceeded effec- 
tually, if he had not been fecretly under- 
mined by female fafcination, which con* 
tinued as ufual, to work miraculous changes 
in the conduct of Louis XV. A new mif- 
trefs had been introduced to the King by 
the creatures of the duke d'AiguiUon, who 
not only fcrcened this nobleman from the 
juft refentment of his injured countrymen, 
but in the end, (b completely triumphed over 
every principle of found policy, decency and 
decorum, that this very man, the objedof 
univcrfal deteftation, wa» made prime mi- 
nifler in the room of the duke de Choi feu J. 
But the itrugglc was great, and lafted a 
coniidcrable time ; the difmiffion of Choifeil 
was not fo cafily effected as that of the great 
Maurepas, who, after thirty years of conftant 
application to the King's hufinefs, was ba- 
niibed inftantly by la Pompadour's intereft, 

only 
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only for a few jocular reflexions on that 
lady's afcendency at court. This virtuous 
minifter we (hall have occailon to mention 
again at the clofe of thefe memoirs. 

In the mean time, it wrri be proper to no- 
tice the remaining zSts of minifterial policy, 
conduced by the duke de Choifeul, in the 
midft of this growing oppofition to his per- 
fon aad his meafures. 

The death of the Pope, which happened 
the beginning of this year, left the Princes 
of the houfe of Bourbon matters in a great 
degree of the fate of his fucceflbr, and 
pointed out to him the danger of quarrelling 
with them. Accordingly we fhall find the 
new Pope, Clement XIV. difpofed to put 
an end to the troubles which his predeceuor 
had occafioned in Italy, by his obftinatc 
perfeverance in defence of exploded eccle- 
fiaftical privileges : though at his acceffion 
he appeared determined not to comply with 
the requefts of the minifters of France, 
Spain, Portugal and Sicily, who jointly rer 
quired the total fupprefEon of the whole 
order of Jefuits. 

Two remarkable anecdotes of the prefent 
Pope ought to be recorded in every piece 
which treats of the tran&dions.of this pe- 
riod. He fupprefled the ridiculous and hu- 

ro&a&&% 
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initiating cuftom of kiffing the toe, or rather 
the flipper of every new Pontiff on his elec- 
tion ; a ceremony, which, by abufe, had 
been extended to future occafions, and had 
been praftiftd upon every vifit made to the 
fovereign Pontiffs by devots. 

The grand Inquifitor General having 
made him a moft adulatory fpeech, congra- 
tulating himfelf, and all the Roman Catho- 
lic powers, on the judicious choice the Con- 
clave had made ; his Holinefs made a very 
polite anfwer, but concluded with obferving, 
♦< That the Redeemer of mankind was al- 
moft ftunncd, at his entrance into Jerufalem, 
with the acclamations of the very people, 
who, not long after, loaded him with re- 
proaches, and perfecuted him unto death/' 
But the election of Clement XIV. was at- 
tended with another Angular circumftance, 
which added luftre to the folemnity. The 
Emperor of Germany, then on his tra- 
vels, accompanied by his brother, the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany, happened to be at Rome 
while the Conclave was fitting, and ftaid 
there till the election was over, but did not 
appear in his Imperial chara&er j however, 
he received difpatches from France about 
this time, and it appears, that the active ge- 
nius 
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nius of the Duke de Choifeul was then it 
work in rivetting the laft link of that politi- 
cal chain, which was to fecure and render 
permament, the force of the family compaft, 
by a freih union with the houfe of Auftria. 
A negociation was carrying on for marrying 
the Dauphin to the Archdutfchefs Maria An- 
tonietta, the Emperor's yotfngeft filter j and 
as his Majefty's concurrence, to fome fecret 
articles in the treaty, refpc&ing the Low 
Countries, was indifpenfably neceflary, ad- 
vantage was taken of his travelling into Italy, 
to bring this bufinefs to s a conclufion, which 
had been already approved of by the Dow- 
ager Emprcfs at Vienna. 

Having thus put the affairs of France on 
the continent, upon the beft footing, the 
Duke de Choifeul was at leifure, the begin- 
ning of the. year 1770, to fupport the profe- 
cution then commenced by the reftored par- 
liament of Brittany, againfthis avowed cue-, 
my, the Duke D'Aiguillon, their former go* 
vernor. This nobleman had been the occa- 
fion of all the hardships the members had fu£- 
fered, and had carried on a criminal procefs 
for four years againft M. de Cbalotais, their 
attorney general, whofe life would have been 
Sacrificed to his refentment, if the Duke de 

Choifeul 
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Choifeul had not prevailed with the King, to 
difpatch an exprefs order to flay the execu- 
tion of this venerable old man, on the point 
of being conduced to the fcaffold at Mor- 
laix. The whole kingdom feemed intercfted 
in the puntfhment of this tyrannical gover- 
nor, whofe cruelties and oppreffions in the 
province were well known ; but hitherto it 
had been reckoned dangerous, even to at- 
tempt to bring him to a trial. Encouraged, 
however, by the countenance of the mini- 
fter, and the general hatred of the people, 
the parliament of Brittany now fucceeded, 
and his trial began at Verfailles, in the pee- 
fence of the King, in the month of April. 
The Princes of the blood, and the Peers of 
France, with the reft of the members of the 
Parliament of Paris, were his judges. In 
the courfe of the evidence it appeared, that 
M. de Chatelois, animated by the true fpirit 
of patriotifm, had vigoroufly exerted him- 
fclf in oppofing the mal-adminiftration of the 
Doke, who, in revenge, had not only procured 
the diiTolution of the parliament of Brittany, 
by means of exaggerated mifreprefentations of 
their conduS to the King, but had employed 
perfons to take off this venerable magiftratr, 
now upwards of 70 years of age by poifon. 

failing 
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failing in this bale attempt, it was proved, 
that he had er&ed a mock tribunal in the 
caftle of Morlaix, and fuborned evidences to 
accufe him of trtafon. In fine, that a moft 
arbitrary, cruel, and unjuft fentence of death 
had been pronounced againft him, which 
would have been privately executed upon 
the good old man, if timely notice had not 
been given to th£ Duke de Choifeul of this 
horrid tranfa&ion* 

The whole court was fo clearly convinced 
of the Duke's guilt, that nothing remained 
but to make an example of the noble culprit, 
when the King, of a fudden, ftepped in to 
refcuc him from the hands of jultice, and 
put a ftop to all further enquiries into his 
condu& ; obliging letters patent to be regis- 
tered for that purpofe, in the prefence of all 
the Princes and Peers, who were thunder- 
ftruck at this manifeft violation of the laws. 
The Duke of Orleans, £rft Prince of the 
blood, fenfibly affeded, expoftulated with 
the Chancellor upon this unprecedented ftep ; 
but the King, apprehenfive of the confe- 
quences, if the parliament (hould meet, and 
fummon the Princes and Peers upon this fub- 
jed, took the precaution, peremptorily to 
forbid their attendance. He began with the 

Vol. II. N Duke 
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Duke of* Orleans, and ordered him to com- 
municate this prohibition to the other Princes 
of the blood, but he excufed himfelf, fay- 
ing, it would better become his Majefty to 
deliver fuch unwelcome commands. Soon 
after, to complete this act of defpotifm, the 
King took the Duke de Aiguillon with him 
on a party of pleafure to Marli. The public 
deteftation of the prote&ed favourite now 
became univerfal, and all the parliaments of 
the kingdom-loudly reftnted the infult offered 
to the Princes of the blood, to the Peers, 
and to the Parliament of Paris ; the latter af- 
fembled, and publifhcd an arret, depriving 
the Duke of his feat in parliament, and or* 
a 1 the privileges of tiie peerage, t;ll he iub- 
mitted to a trial in obedience to the law?. 
The King in council, cancelled this arre:, 
and commanded the Duke to rcfume his 
functions and his place in parliament. This 
was confidcred as a tyrannical act of power, 
which ftruck at the root of all the rights of 
the peerage, and of the parliament. Thewhol: 
fummer was fpentin fruitlefs attempts to in- 
duce the King to withdraw his letters patent, 
and to permit the trial to go on. The par- 
liaments of Bourdeauxand TouloufcdiveiteJ 
the dutchy of Aiguillon of all the privileges 
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of peerage, reducing it Co the condition of 
a private eftate, till the Duke fhould be ac- 
quitted by his Peers of the high crimes laid 
to his charge. The parliament of Brittany 
never ceafed imploring the King for juftice; 
and they entertained fome hopes of fuccefs, 
when they were allowed to fend a deputation 
to court to know the King's pieafure ; but 
this was only the prelude to an act of unex- 
ampled brutality : the deputies were admit- 
ted to audience only to be reprimanded in 
the fevcrcft terms, and to behold two of their 
members fcized by the officers in waiting, 
and ordered to prifon as an example to the 
reft, for having prefumed to remonftrate 
again ft the King's letters patent, which, he 
faid, (hould have been implicitly obeyed, 
without reply. This open violation of the 
right of humanity itfelf, which gives to every 
man authority to expoftulate with his fupc- 
rior, provided decent refpe& is obferved in 
the addrefs, alarmed, but could not terrify 
the parliament of Paris, which continued 
fitting at the ufual feafon of vacation, and 
fent deputati^m upon deputation to the King, 
from whom they could obtain ao anfwer, for 
he would neither fee nor bear his parliament. 
And, in order to put a ftop to all further 
N 2 ap- 



( a68 ) 

plications on this difagreeable fubje&, hf 
once more had recourfe to a /// de juftice, 
which feems to have been the ultima rath of 
Louis the XV. as the mouth of the cannon 
was of Louis XIV. On the 3d of Septem- 
ber, his Majefty unexpectedly arrived at Pa- 
ris, attended by an extraordinary corps of 
guards, who immediately furrounded the par- 
Kament houfej the King entered foon after, 
and having feverely reproached the members, 
in the bittereft terms, he ordered the two 
chambers of inquefts and requefts to with- 
draw, and then calling for all the papers re- 
lative to die proceedings againlt the Duke 
D'Aiguillon, they were delivered up to him : 
thjfc he carried away, and all the decrees 
palled in parliament againft the Duke, he 
made the Chancellor erafe from their r?g\(- 
tcrs. This officer likewife informed them, 
that the King now impofed an abfolute 
filence upon them ; that he forbad all carre- 
fpondence between them, and his other parlia- 
ments, and if difobeyed, he fhould conlider 
it as a confederacy againll his perfon and au- 
thority ; and the presents of the parliament 
were enjoined, under pain of the royal 
difpleafure, to break up all aflemblics wherein 
any propofitions (hould be #ated, tending 

ft 
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to revive debates upon fubjede concerning 
which he had commanded filence. ' 

It is an undoubted truth, that from this 
' day, Louis XV. loft the title of bien aime ; 
he was no linger the well beleve&> for filent 
and fecret deteftation pofleiTed the hearts of 
his fubje&s, and gloomy defpair lowered on 
their countenances. Afraid to fpeak their 
ientiments on the dreadful afped of affairs, 
a folemn ftillneis reigned throughout Par *s 
for fome days ; the places of public amufe- 
meat were deferted, and a fudden check put 
.to the natural vivacity ef the French. 
Lcttrtsdt cachet and the Baftilc were continu- 
ally before their eyes, while fufpicion and 
difmay made every man a ftranger, almoft to 
kisbofom friend. Military detachments were 
fent to compel the other parliaments to re- 
fifter the King's letters patent, in favour of 
the Duke D'Aiguillon, and great outrages 
were committed in the execution of thefe 
mandates. Nothing remained to be done on 
the part of the opprefled parliaments, but to 
publifh protefts againft this fubverfion of the 
conftitution. The parliament of Paris fet 
the example, and declared, that the proceed* 
ings of the court plainly manifefted a deep 
laid fcheme to change the form of govern- 
N 3 ment. 
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ment;- This prediction we Hull find veri- 
fied in the courfe of the enfuing year. 

We muft now bring forward upon the 
fcene of ad ion the miftrefs, who, under the 
dire&ion of the duke d'Aiguillon and the 
Chancellor Maupau, fecretly regulated all 
the motions of the infatuated Monarch, and 
whom we may not improperly ftyle, the curie 
of France. 

Much has been printed in England and 
other countries concerning this fhamelefs 
woman, but with little truth or precifion : 
fortunately for the fatisfa&ion of the public, 
the writer of thefe memoirs, while he holds 
an Englifli pen, fuffers it to be guided in 
this inftance by a French gentleman of dif- 
tin&ion, who, though unwilling to expofe 
the weaknefs of his late Sovereign, has 
fuffered the love of juftice to prevail, and 
has communicated the only anecdotes con- 
cerning Madame Barre which can be properly 
authenticated, or which mcritpur attention, 
as they make a part of the political hiftory 
of France. 

In one of our printed accounts of this 
favourite, it is faid, {he was the daughter 
of M. de Chivaux, a Silverfmith at Paris, 
and that (he acquired the name of Barrc by 

a 
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a fccret marriage, contrived to deceive the 
King withrefpeft to her origin. Another, 
makes her a defendant of an ancient noble 
family in Ireland, fome of whom fled to 
France during the troubles in that kingdom ; 
|>ut thefe are fi&ions, forged probably at 
Paris, -and. from thence tranfmitted to the 
Engli.fh prefs. For certain it is, that a 
thou fand idle reports were circulated by her 
creatures, as foon as (be was cftablifhed at 
•Verfaill^s, in the vain hope of ennobling 
her contaminated blood , it has even been 
aflertcd, that a refpe&able Irifli Peer now 
living is herfirft coufin. But, 

" What can ennoble flaves, or wh — s, 

«* or cowards ? 
" Alas ! not all the blood of all the 

« Howards*!" 

The truth is, that her defcent and even her 
lirth is too obfeure to be traced with any 
certainty ; but it is notorious, that from the 
earlieft age of womanhood, which is attained 
very young in France, fee was known at 
N 4 Paris 

* Liberty has been taken to alter a word for 
the prefent purp^fe, in thefe excellent lines of 
Mr. Pope* 
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Paris under the denomination of une fOt de 

jeitj a woman rf pleafurt ; and it may be 
imagined, rather in an humble walk, from the 
following anecdote. Soon after her advance* 
ment at court, the Duke d'Enguin was 
afked if he knew her — oui dit il, j* Vm annue 
i un icuj a frefent die eft a un Louis— I bmn 
kn&wn her at a crewn^ Jbe is nnv cd a Levis. 

In the prime of her youtd (he was rec- 
koned extremely beautiful, but at the period 
when {he was pitched upon to fafcinate the 
voluptuous Monarch of France, the charms 
of her perfon bad fufFered greatly by the de* 
predations of time, and the courfe of life to 
which fhe had been accuftomed, from four* 
teen to thirty years of age. The lilies and 
rofes implanted by nature on her lovely 
features, had faded long fmce, under the 
breath of pollution, and art now fupplied 
the defeft, from the repofitories of the per- 
fumer. The remaining luftre of a fine eye, 
joined to exadfc fymmetry of fliape, and an 
inexpreflibly engaging air and addrefs, were 
however, fufficient external graces to en^a^e 
the King's attention at the firft interview, 
placed as (he purpofely was in a fituation 
where fhe could not fail of attracting his 
notice, and thoroughly inftructed in the part 

fhe 
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fte was to a& if his Majefty accofted her. 
It was cuftomary with the King, in his 
hunting parties, to feparate from the court, 
and attended by only one or two noblemen 
to ride about his parks, to view tjie company 
affembled upon thefe occasions. Madame 
Barre took her ftation in a private recefs 
where there was little danger of interruption, 
and the Duke cKAigutllon, who had con- 
certed the whole fcheme, conducted the 
King to the fpot : the interview produced 
an aflignation, and at a private petit fouper 
the conqueft was completed, by the vivacity 
of her converfatioo, the apparent amiable- 
nefs of her temper, and an elegancy of tafte 
which the King difcovered in her, froni^ 
which he promifed himfelf a revival of that 
variety of enchanting amufements, contrived 
t>y bis forxqer miftrefs la Pompadour, to ba- 
iiifti the melancholy horrors to which he 
was frequently fubjeft. 

A treaty was fooa fet on foot, which 
ended in her eftablifliment at Verfailles on 
her own terms; one of them was a title,. 
and the King granted it, notwithstanding the 
ftrong reprefentations of de Choifeul again ft 
this imprudent ftep. Having gained this 
point, thft Countefs de Barre kept no bounds* 
N 5 • but 
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but with unexampled arrogance, expefled 
. to be vifitcd by the Dauphin and Dauphi- 
nefs i the Dauphin, after fome warm alter- 
cations with the King, was obliged to fub- 
mit; but the Dauphinefs, with a noble 
greatnefs of foul, addreflTed the King upon 
this occaflon nearly in the following terms : 
€< Sire, if I had been born your fubjeft, I 
" mult have obeyed, but as the daughter 
" and the fitter of an Emperor, your Ma- 
4< jetty will excufe me." The ladies of the 
court however, could not obtain any indul- 
gence; they were obliged to (hew every 
mark of refpe& to the new favourite, and 
one example of refiftance frightened them 
into conftraincd compliance. The Dutchefs 
de Grammont, firft lady of honour to the 
late Queen, being in a box at the opera, the 
Countefs de Barre came in, and attempted 
to place herfelf by the Dutchefs, upon which, 
con fill ting her own dignity, and her vene- 
ration for the memory of her late royal 
hiiftrefs, now openly infulted in the eyes of 
the fpc&ators, (he defired the Countefs to 
retire, and on her refufal, the Dutchefs po- 
litely curtefying to the people, who exprefled 
univerfal applaufe, left the box, and went 
into another : for this offence, (he received 

a Uttrt 
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not without being made known to the Coun* 
tefs, who now entered more deeply than 
ever into the politics of the times, with a 
determined refolution to remove the two de 
Choifeuls : and in this (he fucceeded, to 
the great difhonour of the King, and to the 
regret of all the true friends of France ; but 
as this event did not take place till 1771* it 
is proper to return to the remaining occur- 
rences of the year 1770. 

Another effort was made in the courfe of 
this year to revive the declining credit of 
the French funds : a council of irate was 
htld, and the Duke de Choifeul, as prime 
miriifter, was authorifed to order the King's 
minifters at foreign courts to declare, that 
their mafter would make good all contracts 
of a pecuniary nature he had entered into 
with foreigners, and that funds would be 
depofited, for that purpofe, in the hands of 
troller-general of the finances. 

On the 19th of May, the nuptials of the 
prefent King and Queen were folemnized at 
the royal chapel of Verfailles, and during 
the rejoicings upon this happy and impor- 
tant event, all animofities and internal trou- 
bles feemed to have been totally forgotten, 
&^h was the general fetiifa&on exprcJTed 
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by all ranks of people, on account of thi* 
union of the ancient rival houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria ; but a dreadful cataftrophe 
moft unexpectedly put an end to the gaiety 
and good-humour which had reigned in Par is> 
from the time of the arrival of the Dauphi- 
nefs in France. 

The greateft preparations had been made 
for exhibiting /uperb fireworks in the fquare 
of Louis XV. in honour of this marriage, 
under the dire&ion of a very able engineer f 
but a very great overfight had been com* 
mitted, for the place was not fufficiently 
fpacious for the execution of the extenfive 
defign. This- had been mentioned to the 
engineer, but it was too late to re&ify the 
fatal error : the exhibition had been put off 
feveral times on account of the weather ^ 
the people grew impatient at the delay, and' 
therefore on the 31ft in the evening they 
were difplayed 5 but the populace had crowd- 
ed fo clofe to the building, in (lead of being, 
kept at a proper dtftance, that the operations 
of fome of the machines were too potent, and 
threw down fhowers of fire on the heads of 
the popukce, who, unable te ftand it, gave 
•way, and making a precipitate retreat had 
Che misfortune to find two* out ef the three 

flxeet* 
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ftreets leading from the fquare, blocked up : 
the other, being a narrow one, was almoft 
inftantly filled by the retiring crowd, and 
•by others, who came into it in their way to 
the fireworks, not knowing what happened : 
the horror of the fcene by thefe means was 
completed ; the people unable to pafs, threw 
each other down, and thus great numbers 
•perifhed by fuffocation, and many who lay 
undermoft ftabbed thofe who were upon 
them, in order to difengage themfelves. A 
Jarge fcaffold likewife broke down, and 
threw a prodigious number of fpeftators into 
the Seine. Upon the whole, it was com- 
puted that the killed and maimed amounted 
to 3000 perfons. But this fatal evening 
marked the diftinguifhed humanity of the 
royal pair, whofe excefs of grief can hardly 
be defcribed, and whofe unwearied exertions 
of liberality and attention to the furviving 
fufferers cannot be fufficiently extolled. 

Towards the end of this year, the fcarcity 
of provifions became fo general in all p^ris 
of France, notwithftanding the great im- 
provements made in agriculture, that no lefs 
than 4000 perfons perifhed in the Limofin and 
the Marche; emigrations took place from 
different quarters of the kingdom j univcrfal 

difcontcxit 
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difcontent prevailed, and infurreflions en* 
fued, till the ports were opened, and liberty 
given to foreigners, as well as natives, to 
import corn. 

With refpeft to the external affairs of 
France, we have only to obferve, that the 
oppreffed Corficans ftill continued to harrafs 
the French forces, and feemed but little dif- 
pofed to acquiefce in the French government. 
But, in order to convince the world, that the 
court of France confidered Coriica as a metn- 
J>er of its kingdom, a fquadron was difpatched 
to Tunis, to demand fatisfa&ion of the Bey, 
for having taken feveral Corfican veffels un- 
der French colours. After fome mifchief 
done, by bombarding the port of Bifuta, this 
affair was compromifed by a Aim of money 
paid to the French, and a new treaty, by 
which the fovereignty of France in the ifland 
was recognifed, and the coral fiihery on the 
coaft of Africa, which had been permitted to 
the Corficans while they were a free people, 
was placed upon its ancient footing. 

But a very fingular event, which engaged 
the attention of all Europe, (as it threatened 
a new war between its three principal 
powers) at this time, greatly embarraffed the 
French minifter, and his conduct upon the 

occa- 
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©ccafion, was made the oftenfible caufc of 
his difmiulon. Intelligence arrived in Eng- 
land, on the 24th of September, by the Fa- 
vourite floop of war, that the Spaniards had 
forcibly taken pofleffion of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty's fettlement at Fort Egtnont, in Falk- 
lands Ifland ; had made the garrifon prifoners 
of war, and di (graced the Britifh flag, by un- 
hanging the rudder of a King's (hip. Such 
a flagrant violation of the treaty of peace, at 
a time when the raoft cordial amity feemerf 
to fubfift between the courts of Madrid, Ver- 
failles, and London, could not well be ac- 
counted for upon any other fuppofition, but 
that of fome fee ret engagements entered into 
in confequence of the family compact, by 
which a war was to be commenced by fur- 
prife againft Great Britain While the nc. 
ceflary preparations were making in Eng- 
land, to repel force by force, in cafe a ne- 
gociation for fatisfa&ion fhould prove un- 
fuccefsful, it is confidently aflerted, that the 
court of Spain actually intended to break 
with England, if France had been ready to 
fecond her ; and that the Spanifh miniftry ap- 
plied to the court of Verfailles to know her 
intentions, to which de Choifeul returned 
for anfwer, « without the King's know- 

lcdge." 
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ledge." « That the King, his matter, 
would be always ready to fupport the ho- 
nour of the houfe of Bourbon, and to fulfil 
the folemn engagements he had entered into 
by the family compact" A difpatch to this 
purport, which had been forwarded to the 
irench ambafiador at Madrid, was copied 
by a fecretary, in the intereft of the Duke 
D'Aiguillon and the Chancellor, tranfmitted 
home ; and by the latter, put into the hands 
of the Countefs de Barre, with inductions 
to fliew it to the King in one of his gloomy 
hours, and to paint to him in the ftrongeft 
colours, all the horrors of a war, to be com- 
menced at a time when the finances were in 
great diforder, the whole kingdom in a fer* 
ment concerning the parliaments, and the 
poor almoft fami&ed for want of bread. At 
the fame time, the Duke D'Aiguillon circu- 
lated a general rumour without doors, that 
de Choi feu L was going to involve the nation 
in a war with England, on account of a mi- 
ferable ifland in South America, The people 
caught the alarm, and, to teftify their inci lu- 
nation to peace, the general cry at Paris was, 
point de guerre ! point de Choifeul ! no war ! 
no Choifeul L The difmiflion of the minifter 
was foon after refolved upon by, the King* 

* and 
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and look place the beginning of January, 

HU Majefty, in the lettre de cachet, (which 
ordered htm to refign his employments, and 
to retire to his feat at Chanteloux) expreJfcd 
in ftrong terms, his disapprobation of his 
conduct latterly; but be was Scarce gone 
into exile, when the eyc$ of all Paris wae 
opened, and it was now plainly difcovered, 
that he was facrificed to the refentment of 
the Countefs $ to the ambition of the Duke 
D'Aiguillon, and to the deep laid fcheme of 
the Chancellor, to fubvert the ancient con- 
stitution of the kingdom. It was publicly 
known likewife, that the difpatch which had 
raifed fuch a clamour againft him, contained 
in ft ructions to the French ambaflador, to 
di fftradc the court of Madrid from breaking 
with England; though it was added, that 
France was bound in honour to fupport the 
interefts of every branch of the houfe of Bour- 
bon ; but th'j former part of the letter was 
artfully fupprcflcd. 

The difmiflion of dc Choifcul, was fol- 
lowed by a revival of the moft arbitrary pro- 
ceedings againft the parliament of Paris, w. l io 
continued their deputations, and defircd the 
Kingt cither to withdraw his edict, andper- 

iu:t 
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mit the law to take its courfe with the Duke 
D'Aiguillon, or to accept their employments 
and their lives, which they were willing to 
facrifice to the prefervation of the conftitu- 
tion. The iirft prefident boldly told the 
King, that his edid, being contrary to law, 
was in itfelf null and void, and therefore 
could not be regiftered. " Your edid, Sire, 
is deftru&ive of all law ; your parliament is 
appointed to maintain the law, and that pe- 
rifhing, they fhould perifh with it," were the 
laft words of this officer upon the occafion ; 
after which the prefidents, counfellors, and 
other officers of the parliament, reiigned their 
feveral fun&ions. Letters of juffion were 
ifliied by the King„commanding them to re- 
fume their employments; this they abfolutely 
refufed, and, on the 19th of January, in the 
middle of the night, detachments of muC- 
queteers went to the houfes of moft of the 
members, and prefented to each, a circular 
lettre de cachet, which ordered them to re* 
fume their ufual duty, and to fignify their 
compliance by figning their afient, or their 
refufal by figning a negative j or, in other 
words, their own banimment. The major 
part figned the refufal ; fome others would 
not explain their fentiments out of parlia- 
ment 



( »84 ) 
merit, and a fcw, under the influence «f 
fcar, ftgned an aflent, which thejr afterwards 
retraced, But owing to fome miflake, many 
ef the 'members were not ferved with the 
lettres de cachet j thefe went in prpceffion 
to the parliament-houfe, attended by their 
president; and entered a proteft againft this 
military attack upon their brethren; and in 
going to, and coming from the boufe, the 
people, as they pafifed, expreffcd their ap- 
probation of their patriotic condud, by con* 
•Cinual acclamations. All the members were 
" Slow banifhed to different villages, ibme near, 
and others at a great diftance from Paris. 
'That the public virtue of this parliament 
may be viewed in the moft meritorious light, 
-it is neceflary to obferve, that the members 
purchafc their feats of the court on very high 
terms. 

A new tribunal was conftituted, vefted 
with the fame powers as the late parliament, 
during the King's pleafure ; and the chief 
fecretary to that auguft body, was com- 
manded by the King to a£t in the fame capa- 
city under this tribunal, but he nobly refufed 
to comply, though his place had coft him a 
million of livres, and produced him an hun- 
dred tboufand yearly. He faid, that he had 

taken 
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taken his oath to the parliament, and was 
therefore under an indifpenfible obligation 
not to a£l feparately, or independent of that 
venerable aflembly. The King perfifted^ 
arid M. de Voifin being inflexible, loft his 
employment, and was banifhed to Langue* 
doc. Several of the officers of the late par- 
liament fled, to avoid acting under this new 
court, but they were fummoned to return, 
under the pain of imprifonment, and of ren- 
dering their children incapable to hold any 
public employment whatever. The King's 
council were compelled to plead before this 
extraordinary tribunal ; but though they re- • 
quefted leave to refign, and had ufed their 
utmoft efforts to avoid acting, yet the people 
refented their compliance, and they were 
obliged to have guards to attend them ; but 
this could not preferve them, or the chancel- 
lor from infults, whenever they appeared in 
public. 

On the 22d of February, the long medi- 
tated plan of the chancellor, the author of 
all the mifchief in the kingdom, was carried 
into execution. The King held a bed of 
juftice, at which an edidt was publifhed 
dividing the jurifdi&on of the late parlia- 
ment of Paris, which extended from Lyons 
3 to 
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to Arras in Flanders, into fix parts, under 
the denomination of fuperior courts. Each 
court to have an equal, feparate jurifdi&ion, 
ahd to be eftablifhed at Arras, Blois, Clere- 
mont, Lyons, Poitiers, and Paris. Abufes 
anting from the too extenfive jurifdi&ion of 
the late parliament, were affigncd as the rea- 
fon for this great alteration. The quality, 
and appointments of the officers of each court 
were fettled by the fame edi&, and the infti- 
tutions of thefe tribunals declared to be per* 
pctual. But never did any meafure meet with 
more general difapprobation and refentment. 
The other parliaments remonftratcd ; the 
provinces that were to be fubje&ed to the 
new courts, reprefented, that it was incon- 
fiilent with the edicts of his Majcfty's predc- 
cefTors ; and that it was calculated only to 
tyrannize over them and their pofterity. In 
fine, the Princes of the blood, and a great 
number of the other Peers of France, figncd 
a moft animated proteft againft every (Icp 
that had been taken to the prejudice of the 
conftitutional rights of the parliaments. This 
proteft enraged the King to fuch a degree, 
that it was propofed in council, to banifh 
the Princes and Peers who had figned it ; 
but the motion was over-ruled, and the final 

re- 
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flefolution of the court was now taken. The 
chancellor had prepared a new code of laws \ 
it was approved by the council, and not- 
withftanding the confufion into which the 
new inftitution had thrown the city of Paris, 
where all law proceedings were at a (land, 
and the execution of juftice fufpcnded, it 
was carried i?to execution, at a bed of juftice, 
held on the 13th of April. The Princes of 
the blood were fummoned to attend ; but as 
the intention of holding it was declared to 
be the permanent eftablifhment of the new 
tribunals, and of Maupau's code of laws, 
they all (except the Count de la Marche) 
wrote letters to the King, purporting, that 
as they could not give their votes in favour of 
the bufincfs propofed to be tranfaded, they 
fhould not be prefent. The King, incenfed 
tQ. the -laft degree, forbad the Princes his 
court j and to fhew his fubje&s that he was 
determined, at all events to be mafter, the 
Duke D'Aiguillon, the very criminal, againft 
whom juftice had been in vain demanded, and 
on whofe account, all the difputes between 
him and his parliaments had arifen,was made 
prime minifter. Matters were now brought 
to a crifis, the rod was put into the hands of 
a man equally refentful and ambitious, and, 

inftead 
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infteau of limiting hit cruelty and injustice 
to the province of Brittany, he had it in his 
power to extend it to all parts of the king* 
dom. Accordingly, at Paris, 42 members 
of the criminal court, called the Cbat$l*t % 
werebanifhed to different places, having only 
24 hours allowed them to take leave of their 
families and friends \ and, in the courft of 
the year, the parliaments of Befan^on, Bor- 
deaux, Aix, Touloufie, and Brittany, were 
fupprefled; but new parliaments, difpofed 
to acquiefce-in the prefent fyftem, were no* 
minated foon after. 

Thus was a revolution accomplished, 
which fixed a detefted favourite in the feat of 
government, and rendered the King more 
abfolutc than ever, by a fubdivifion of the 
judicial powers immediately dependent on 
his royal will and pleafure ; but this inno- 
vation, fenfibly felt by the fubjeck of France, 
has been confidered in too ferious a light bv 
moft Englifli writers. The parliaments of 
France by no means refemble thofc of Great 
Britain; for, if we except the power of 
granting aids to the King, and of rcgiftering 
edicts for levying taxes, the principal part of 
their authority is judicial. The parliament 
of Paris was little more than a fupcrior court 

of 
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.of equity* and of criminal juftfce; and that 
abufe* were fdmetimes committed, owing to 
the too extenfi vc power and influence of this 
parliament, tnuftnot, for itcannot be denied. 
'The proceedings on the trial of 'Lilly, are 
-foffioient to juftify this remark. The Incom- 
petency of fuch judges, with refpeg to mi- 
litary conduct, was apparent to the whole 
world. A court martial alone could properly 
determine the degrees of his criminality; 
but this is no plea for plucking up root and 
branch ; the parliament might have been re- 
formed, but it was overturning the ancient 
feat of juftice to fupprefs it entirely ; and the 
eftablifliment of unlimited defpotifm was the 
rcfult, as it had been the objeti, of this vio- 
. lent mcafure. 

. During thefe tranfa&ions, the King of 

* Sweden died fuddenly in the 6id year of hi* 

age, and the Prince, who afcended the throne, 

was at Paris, when he received the news of 

his acceffion. The juft apprchenfion that 

, the diftra&ed ftate of the domeftic affairs of 

. France, of which this young monarch had 

, been an eye-witnefs, might induce him to 

. withdraw his alliance, made the French mi- 

. oittry* with their ufual policy, inftantly 

, terminate a negoci^tion, which had been the 

. ..y.Qh.U- O chief 
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chief caufe of his journey, *itd of his long 
residence at Paris ; this wu, the payment of 
the arrears due from Franco on the fubfidy 
treaty with Sweden * they amounted to fix 
millions of livrcs, Uptti the news of this 
•event, the court of Versailles tendered oqe 
forth of the whole Aim in ipecic, promifed 
payment of fhe remainder, in three fuccef- 
five annual payments* and renewed the treaty 
with the young King, who left Paris, tho- 
roughly fatisHed with the fucceis of his fe- 
cret expedition, which bad been- announced 
to the world, merely as a journey of amufc- 
tnent. 

On the eleventh of May this year, the 
Count de Provence, the preient King's bro- 
ther, was married at Verfailles to a lifter or" 
the reignirtg King of Sardinia j and, it is 
remarkable, that the Princes of the blood 
had fo highly offended Louis XV. that they 
were not invited to this folemnity ; and, 
notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of the 
court, to put the people jn good humour, 
by fplendid illuminations, fireworks, distri- 
butions of wine, provifions, and money; 
very little ardour was {hewn to partake of 
the King's bounty, and the-feftiv*l was not 
attended with the ufual crowds upon fuch 

occasions i 
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*cea&>n« ; nor did the fpirit of gaiety Term 
la reign any longer in the hearts of the de* 
jc&ot) Partfians* 

in the month of September, the youngeft 
nudame of France, the Princefs l/ouifa took 
the veil at the convent of the Carmelite of 
JSt. Denis, and thus buried hcrfelf to the 
world ; the only inftance, for many years, 
of a Princefs, the daughter of a King, fub- 
mitting to become a nun, in any of the poor 
orders, of which indeed, the Carmelites t* 
ftne of the moft ri"id and humiliating. This 
is the laft occurrence of any confequence in 
the annals of France during the year 1 77 x . 

The political and military operations of the 
•northern powers, totally engroiled the atten- 
tion of the fouthern courts of Europe during * 
the year 1772 ; and the Princes of the blood 
being at length reconciled to the King, the 
internal peace of France fcemed to be reftor- 
«d ; but the Prince de Conde wrote a letter 
of recanjtatjon to his Majefty upon this occa- 
sion, which did him great difcredit with the 
people, and occasioned his being infulted & 
4 mafquerade, by a maflc in the habit of 4 
windmill, which was intended to rcprefent 
bis ver/atility. 

The year 1773 commenced with a ftrong 

Xjifojcion enje/jained by Great Britain and 
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the Emprefs of Ruffia, her only powerful ally 
on the continent, that France was on the 
point of taking an a&ive part in favour of the 
Turks, and likewife that fhe entered too 
deeply into the affairs of Poland. 
. A report was circulated, that the French 
were equipping a fleet at Toulon, and ano- 
ther at Breft, to oppofe the Ruffians in the 
Mediterranean, and that a Spanifh fleet would 
join them. This opened a new fcene of po- 
litical fpeculation at London ; for, by a fe- 
crct article in the laft treaty of commerce* 
between Great Britain and Ruffia, it was 
ftipulated, that the former fhould affift the 
latter, in cafe fhe fhould be attacked at fea 
by the fleets of France or Spain. In confe- 
quence of this article, a fleet of obfervatioa 
was got ready, and fent to the Mediterra- 
nean, to watch the motions of the French 
and Spaniards ; but the alarms of war all 
fubfidcd towards the end of the year j and at 
the opening of the parliament, (in January 
laft) the King gave his fubje&s the ftron^eft 
affuranccs of the pacific difpofition of the 
courts of Ver failles and Madrid. However, 
private letters from Paris, received in Eng- 
land, attributed this change at the court of 
Versailles to the interpolation of the Duke 

D'Aiguillon; 



D'AiguiTlon ; for, it was confidently aflerted f 
that the Marflial Dulce dc Broglio, and the 
Count d* Guigncs, had taken mcafu res to 
get the King imp their power, to remove 
D'Aiguillon t and to force his Majefty to 
£rcak with England ; but little credit waa 
given to fuch intelligence, by pcrfons who 
knew the fituation olf the domdtic affairs of 
France 4 tumults and infurre&ions were hap- 
jKrjiing every day on account of the dcarncfi 
of bread ; the mihiilry were univcrfally de- 
tcftcd - f the King defpifed, on account of his 
arbitrary proceedings againil the parlia- 
ments, and his attachment to his miftrd's ; 
and the finances itill lii fo poor a condition, 
as to be unable to make good the King's royal 
promt ie, to difebarge the demands of fo- 
reigners on the royal treafury, particularly 
the Canada reconnoillanccs ; though the te- 
dious negotiation for their final payment had 
been concluded by Lord Rochford, the iiri- 
tjih ambaflador at Paris, in 177a. 

4* it is on this weak fide of France, that 
we can mod fafely rcJy for the duration of 
{he peace, it may not be improper to give 
another proof of the Low ftatcof public credit 
in that kingdom. In. the month of Decem- 
ber, 17739 a loau of twelve millions of liyres, 
Oj, fo* 
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for the King's life, was borrowed, with very 
great difficulty, at ten per cent. 

The current year has afforded no public 
tranfa&ions woithy of notice, in which 
France was concerned ; and the marriage of 
the Count D'Artois (the prefent King's 
youngeft brother) to a daughter of the King 
of Sardinia, is the only domeftic occurrence, 
if we except the infurredions of the people, . 
on account of the dearnefs of corn : thefe 
rofe to fuch a height at Tours, that the lieu- 
tenant of the police was thrown intathe river 
by the populace, in the month of March* 
Twenty- feven villages in the Lower Au- 
vergne, were foon after in arms on the fame 
account; and thefe difturbanccs were not 
yet entirely quelled, when the fudden illnefs 
of the King took off the attention of the go- 
vernment from all other objects. His Ma- 
jefty was feized with fhivering fits, ficknefs > 
and pains in his back, on the 27th of April, 
being then at Trianon ; the next day he 
was removed, by his own defire, to Ver- 
tailles ; but it docs not appear, that the phy- 
ficians of his court had the lead fufpicionof 
the fmall-pox at the commencement of his 
illnefs ; for his difordvr was treated contrary 
to all the eftablifhed rules of modern prac- 
3 tice 
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tice in fuch cafes. No wonder, therefore, 
that nature funk under the operations of co-» ] 
pious bleeding and blifters, which had bee% 
advifed, on a fuppofition that the difeafe waj 
a putrid fever* The eruption of tfie fjnall- 
pox appeared on the 29th, in the evening, ta> 
the furprife of the whole £ourt ; and, from 
this moment, little hopes were fntertained 
of his . recovery ; every preparation, there- 
fore, was made for the approaching awful 
change. .The King, fenfible of his danger,, 
a&ed tfye part of a man and a chriflian^ th,^ 
fedu§refc of his heart, who had loft him the 
cfteem of his fubje&s, was. removedfrom the 
palace, and the minifters of religion were 
called in to be witneilbs of the folemn vow$ 
of reformation? made by the royal penitent* 
if heaverinn mercy fhould ftill add to the 
number of hifrdays j but, on the 9th of May, 
the phyfidtang pronounced the fatal fentence. 
The laft rites of the Romifli church were ad- 
miniftered j in the prefence of the Princes of 
tHe blood and 1 the great officers of ftate ; and 
the Herahh : were fummoned to approach the 
chamber of the dying monarch; two to 
anounce his deceafe, which happened on the 
joth ; and two, to proclaim the acceffio&ef 
his fucceflbr. 

Thua 
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Thus died Louis XV. in the 64th year 
of his ajje, and the 59th of his reign. A 
Prince, whofe charadter it k impoffible to 
draw with precifion at this period \ for the 
fecret motives of the mod important tran- 
fa&ions of Sovereigns are Seldom made knows 
till many years after their death ; when the 
fame inevitable fate having overtaken the mi- 
ll ifters who ailed principal parts with them 
611 their political theatre, their ftate papers 
are made public, and new lights arc thrown 
on the general hiftory of the times in which 
they Kvcd. Some late difcovcries of this 
kind, to which credulity and party animo- 
fity have lent the feai of authenticity, fhould 
snake writers extremely cautious how they 
draw the characters of men, who have made 
any conliderablc figure in life. With refpeit 
to Louis XV. there can be no doubt, that 
be was bleflcd with good natural abilities, 
and an humane, benevolent dtfpofition -, the 
fcnftbility 0/ a delicate foul was often con- 
spicuous in his private a&ions, but every 
principle, as well as the pra&ice of the 
Social virtues^ was absorbed by accustoming 
birofeJf to the voice of adulaticn t and by an 
Unconquerable attachment to debilitating 
feufuality. He was the ab folate matter of 

every 
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every individual in bis extenfive dominions, 
except himfelf, and his -ft ate miftrefles,. La 
Pompadour and Barre : but having no ppwe* 
tare* himfelf, he buffered thefe intriguing 
women to gain an entire afcendancy over 
him, and to pjace and difplace th$ great 
officers of ftate, the generals of his armies, 
and even the magiftracy at pleafure. The 
fource of thefe- evils was a melancholy turn 
of mind, which increafed upon him fooa 
?fter the death of Cardinal Fleuri in 1742* 
and at times, reduced him fo low, as to 
make him confider life as an infupportable 
burthen : to chafe this gloom, unhappily 
he had recourfe to women and wine ; and 
for the misfortune of France, the chief 
paffion of his miftrefles was- unbounded am- 
bition* . If the inconftancy of his temper 
had prevented his forming a clofe connec- 
tion with any one, of the many women in- 
troduced to him to gratify his voluptuous 
inclinations, a veil might have been drawa 
over this molt natural of all human foibles » 
but when we fee the Sovereign of a great 
nation, which had made fuch a confpicuous 
figure in the annals of Europe under his im- 
mediate predeceflbr, granting his entire con- 
fidence to the dependants of his favourite 
O 5 miftrefles, 



( ** > 

miftrefles, and thereby oecafionifig fatal ft* 
volutions in the internal ftate of his king^ 
4om, we cannot but lament that fuch weak* 
aefs fhouH have tamifted the reputation of 
a Prince, who as a patron of the polite arts, 
and the founder of feveral ufeful eftabliflK 
ments, merits our appiaufe. 

The reign of Louis XIV. was the aera of 
military glory in France, that of Louis XV. 
was as remarkable for fuccefsful negociations.' 
The treaties of Aix la Chappelle in 1748, 
and of Verfailles in 1763 ; the alliance with 
the houfe of Auftria, and the family coin* 
pad, in all of which, France, by found po- 
licy, indemnified herfelf for the ravages of 
unfuccefsful wars, will be durable monu- 
ments of the fuperior talents of her nego- 
ciating minifters, while they refle& but little 
Iuftre on tbofe of the other powers of Eu- 
rope. 

The virtuous diffidence and amiable mo- 
deration of Louis XVI. who has juft af- 
fcended the throne of France in the 20th 
year of li is age, afford that nation the faircit 
profpc6t of happy days : ths rejns of govern- 
ment are placed in the hands of the Duke ot 
Orleans, the ftrenuous advocate, though the 
Uflfuccelsful patron of the old parliaments. 

The 
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The Duke d'AiguiUon* the author of all 
the late troubles in the kingdom, is dif*- 
miffed : many of the exiled members of the 
.parliaments are recalled, and that able mi- 
•ftifter of the marine, the old Count Mairre- 
*.pas, after twenty-three years exile, has aC- 
iifted at the councils of the new King. It 
-niay perhaps be ,n happy prefage of future 
glory to this nation, that Providence fceins 
to have fingled out this Prince to reign over 
them, for he comes to the crown, if w* 
may be allowed the exprefiion, by eventual 
fucceflion derived from a lingular, accident* 
The Duke of Burgundy, his eWer brother, 
rfeH a facrifice to the carelefsnefs of an officer, 
who taught him to ride the great horfe, 
.and inftead of feating him upon it, threw 
him over the machine, and he died loon after 
of the hurt he received in the fall, at about 
twelve years of age* 

It would be unpardonable at this crifis, a- 
midft the multiplicity of opinions that have 
been given on the profpect of affairs, with re* 
fpect to Great- Britain and France! upon the 
acceffion of Louis XVI. not to add a word 
or two on this fubjed. With concern, we 
have obferved reports iniluftrioufly circulated, 
that the young Monarch of France has a 

that 
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fettled averfion to the Englifh ; nothing cln 
be more falfe, nor is there the leaft fliadow 
of apprehenfton^ either from the difpofition 
of the King, or the complexion of his mi- 
niftry, that the tranquillity of Great-Britain 
Will be difturbed, during a long fucceffion of 
'yeare. 

Agriculture, commerce, the rc-cftabli(h- 
ment of a naval force* and the re- 
covery of the bad Irate of the finances by 
political oeconomy, are objects which de- 
mand the immediate attention of the French 
miniftry, at the commencement of a new 
•reign ; afid they know the principles of 
.found policy too well, to be diverted from 
them, by any ambitious or refentful projects 
of the court of Spain ; a power too Iccbic, 
in its prcfent itate, to engage in a war with 
Great-Britain, unfupported by formiduM* 
alliances. 
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